
Causes Of The English Revolution

Causes of the English Revolution were multifaceted, intertwining political,
social, economic, and religious factors that collectively paved the way for
significant upheaval in the 17th century. The English Civil War, which
ignited in 1642, was not merely a conflict between the monarchy and
Parliament; it was a profound transformation of English society that set the
stage for modern democratic governance. Understanding the causes of this
revolution requires a comprehensive look into the historical context, key
figures, and the various tensions that permeated English life during this
tumultuous period.

Historical Context

The English Revolution occurred during a time of great change in Europe. The
17th century was marked by the decline of feudalism, the rise of trade and
commerce, and the emergence of a more centralized state. This transformation
was accompanied by significant conflicts over power, authority, and the
nature of governance.

The Monarchical System

Central to the causes of the English Revolution was the relationship between



the monarchy and Parliament. The Stuart monarchs, particularly James I and
Charles I, believed in the divine right of kings, which posited that monarchs
were appointed by God and were accountable only to Him. This belief led to
significant friction with Parliament, which sought to assert its authority
and represent the interests of the burgeoning middle class.

- James I (1603-1625): Succeeded Elizabeth I and faced immediate challenges
due to his belief in absolute monarchy. His unpopular policies and heavy
taxation alienated many.
- Charles I (1625-1649): James's son, who continued the belief in divine
right, leading to further tensions with Parliament. His attempts to rule
without Parliament and his unpopular policies, such as the imposition of ship
money, provoked widespread dissent.

The Role of Parliament

The English Parliament, originally an advisory council to the king, evolved
into a more powerful institution over the years. By the early 17th century,
it had begun to assert its role in governance, particularly concerning
taxation and legislation. Key events that highlighted this struggle included:

- The Petition of Right (1628): A document that sought to limit the king's
power, particularly regarding taxation and arbitrary imprisonment.
- The Long Parliament (1640): As a response to Charles I's dismissal of
Parliament, this assembly enacted significant reforms and challenged the
king’s authority, setting the stage for civil war.

Social Changes

The social landscape of England was also shifting dramatically. The rise of a
wealthy merchant class and the decline of the feudal aristocracy contributed
to growing discontent against the monarchy.

The Rise of the Gentry

The gentry, a class of landowners who were neither aristocrats nor peasants,
gained wealth and influence through trade and agriculture. They began to seek
political power commensurate with their economic status. Their frustrations
included:

- Limited Political Representation: The gentry were often excluded from
positions of power within the monarchy.
- Economic Grievances: Heavy taxation and royal monopolies on trade stifled
their economic interests, leading to demands for greater autonomy.



The Role of the Common People

The common people, including laborers and small farmers, also played a
crucial role in the revolutionary fervor. Their grievances were often rooted
in:

- Rising Taxes: The monarchy's continued need for funds led to increased
taxation, which burdened the lower classes.
- Enclosures: The practice of enclosing common lands for private use
displaced many rural inhabitants, causing unrest and resentment toward the
monarchy.

Religious Tensions

Religion was another crucial factor that fueled the English Revolution.
England had experienced a series of religious changes, from Catholicism to
Protestantism, and these shifts were often accompanied by violence and
conflict.

The Anglican Church and Puritanism

The Church of England, established by Henry VIII, sought a middle ground
between Catholicism and Protestantism. However, many Puritans believed that
the church was still too similar to Catholicism and sought further reforms.
Key points of conflict included:

- Liturgical Practices: Puritans objected to the rituals and hierarchy of the
Anglican Church, advocating for a simpler form of worship.
- Political Power of the Clergy: The influence of bishops in the House of
Lords angered many who believed that religious leaders should not hold
political power.

Religious Persecution

Under Charles I, religious persecution intensified, particularly against
Puritans and other dissenters. This persecution led to a mass migration to
the American colonies and increased tensions back in England, as dissenters
allied with Parliament against the king.

Economic Factors

Economic instability also played a significant role in the English



Revolution. The 17th century saw fluctuations in trade, inflation, and
financial crises that affected various classes differently.

Trade and Commerce

With the rise of mercantilism, competition for trade routes and colonies
became fierce. Charles I's policies often favored royal monopolies, which
angered merchants and traders who sought free trade. Key economic grievances
included:

- Imposition of Unpopular Taxes: Taxes on trade and commerce created
animosity towards the crown.
- Competition with Other Nations: Rivalries with countries such as France and
Spain heightened tensions and drew resources away from domestic needs.

Land and Agriculture

Agricultural practices were changing, with the enclosure movement
transforming land use and displacing many rural workers. This shift had
several consequences:

- Food Shortages: Poor harvests in the 1630s exacerbated food scarcity,
leading to discontent among the populace.
- Displacement of Workers: Many small farmers and laborers lost their
livelihoods, contributing to social unrest.

The Role of Key Figures

Several key figures emerged during this period, shaping the course of the
English Revolution.

Oliver Cromwell

Cromwell became a central figure in the conflict between the monarchy and
Parliament. A member of the gentry and a devout Puritan, he played a pivotal
role in the New Model Army, which fought on behalf of Parliament during the
Civil War. His leadership and military acumen would eventually lead to the
execution of Charles I and the establishment of a short-lived republic.

Charles I



Charles I’s stubbornness and refusal to compromise with Parliament ultimately
sealed his fate. His attempts to arrest five members of Parliament in 1642
marked the point of no return, leading to armed conflict. His execution in
1649 signified the culmination of tensions between the monarchy and
Parliament.

Conclusion

In summary, the causes of the English Revolution were deeply rooted in a
complex web of political, social, economic, and religious factors. The
struggle for power between the monarchy and Parliament, the rise of new
social classes, religious conflicts, and economic grievances all contributed
to an environment ripe for revolution. This era not only led to the
establishment of a republic and the eventual restoration of the monarchy but
also laid the groundwork for modern democratic practices in England and
beyond. Understanding these causes provides valuable insight into the
evolution of governance and civil rights in the Western world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main political causes of the English
Revolution?
The main political causes included the struggle for power between the
monarchy and Parliament, particularly over issues of taxation and governance,
leading to conflicts exemplified by the English Civil War.

How did religious tensions contribute to the English
Revolution?
Religious tensions, particularly between Anglicans and Puritans, fueled
discontent with King Charles I's policies, which were seen as favoring
Catholicism, thereby exacerbating existing conflicts.

What role did economic factors play in the English
Revolution?
Economic factors such as rising taxes, inflation, and the impact of the
Thirty Years' War on trade created discontent among the gentry and common
people, who felt burdened by the monarchy's financial demands.

How did the actions of King Charles I lead to the
English Revolution?
King Charles I's authoritarian rule, refusal to convene Parliament, and



controversial decisions, such as imposing taxes without consent, alienated
many subjects and led to widespread opposition.

What was the significance of the Petition of Right
in the context of the English Revolution?
The Petition of Right, presented to King Charles I in 1628, asserted the
rights of Parliament and limited the king's powers, serving as a catalyst for
the growing conflict between the monarchy and Parliament.

In what ways did the English Civil War reflect class
struggles?
The English Civil War reflected class struggles as it saw the rising gentry
and middle classes, who were advocating for more political power, oppose the
aristocratic royalists who supported the king's absolute rule.

What impact did the printing press have on public
opinion during the English Revolution?
The printing press facilitated the spread of pamphlets, newspapers, and
political writings, shaping public opinion, mobilizing support for
revolutionary ideas, and challenging the monarchy's narrative.

How did foreign influences affect the English
Revolution?
Foreign influences, such as the support for Parliament from Scotland and the
example of the Dutch Republic's resistance against monarchy, encouraged
revolutionary sentiments and provided models for governance.

What role did the New Model Army play in the success
of the English Revolution?
The New Model Army, formed in 1645, played a crucial role in the success of
the English Revolution by providing a disciplined and effective military
force that could challenge royalist armies and ultimately secure a
parliamentary victory.
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