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CIVIL WAR

CLOSE READING

Causes of the Civil War Worksheet Answers are essential for understanding one of the most
tumultuous periods in American history. The Civil War, which lasted from 1861 to 1865, was a
culmination of a series of complex social, political, and economic factors that created deep divisions
within the United States. This article will explore these causes in detail, providing answers to common

worksheet prompts related to the topic. Through an examination of key issues such as slavery, states'



rights, economic differences, and political tensions, we can gain a clearer understanding of the events

leading to the war.

1. The Institution of Slavery

1.1. Economic Dependence

One of the primary causes of the Civil War was the institution of slavery, which was deeply entrenched
in the Southern economy. The Southern states relied heavily on agriculture, particularly cotton
production, which was labor-intensive and depended on enslaved workers. The following points

highlight the economic dependence on slavery:

- Cotton was the dominant cash crop, and its production fueled the Southern economy.
- Enslaved individuals provided a cheap labor force, allowing plantation owners to maximize profits.

- The Southern economy was largely agrarian, contrasting sharply with the industrializing North.

1.2. Moral and Ethical Debates

As the abolitionist movement gained traction in the North, moral and ethical debates surrounding

slavery intensified. Key points include:

- Abolitionists argued that slavery was a moral wrong and violated basic human rights.

- Prominent figures such as Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman worked tirelessly to advocate for
the end of slavery.

- The publication of influential literature, including Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe, raised

awareness and swayed public opinion against slavery.



2. States’ Rights

2.1. The Concept of Sovereignty

Another significant cause of the Civil War was the contentious issue of states' rights. Southern states
believed they had the right to govern themselves and make decisions independent of federal authority.

Important aspects include:

- The belief that states had the right to nullify federal laws they deemed unconstitutional.
- Tensions arose over whether states could secede from the Union, particularly in response to anti-

slavery legislation.

2.2. Key Legislation and Supreme Court Decisions

Several legislative acts and Supreme Court rulings further fueled the debate over states' rights.

Notable examples include:

- The Missouri Compromise (1820) and the Compromise of 1850 attempted to address the balance
between slave and free states but only provided temporary solutions.
- The Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) decision denied citizenship to African Americans and ruled that

Congress could not regulate slavery in the territories, exacerbating tensions.

3. Economic Differences

3.1. Industrialization vs. Agriculture

The economic divide between the North and South was a crucial factor leading to the Civil War. The

North was rapidly industrializing, while the South remained predominantly agrarian. Key differences



include:

- The North's economy was based on manufacturing, leading to the establishment of factories and
urban centers.
- The South's reliance on agriculture created economic vulnerability, especially as cotton prices

fluctuated.

3.2. Tariffs and Trade Policies

Disagreements over tariffs and trade policies further exacerbated regional tensions. Important points

include:

- The North favored high tariffs on imported goods to protect its burgeoning industries.
- The South opposed these tariffs, as they increased the cost of goods and limited their trade with

foreign markets.

4. Political Tensions

4.1. The Rise of the Republican Party

The emergence of the Republican Party in the mid-1850s marked a significant shift in American
politics. This new political party was founded on an anti-slavery platform and attracted many former

Whigs, Free Soilers, and anti-slavery Democrats. Key points include:

- The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 was seen as a direct threat to the institution of slavery.
- Lincoln's commitment to preventing the spread of slavery into the territories heightened Southern

fears of losing political power.



4.2. Sectionalism

As the nation grew, sectionalism—the loyalty to one's region over the country—became more

pronounced. Important aspects include:

- The North and South developed distinct identities, with differing social norms, economic systems, and
political beliefs.

- Sectionalism contributed to a lack of compromise on critical issues, leading to increased polarization.

5. Key Events Leading to War

5.1. The Kansas-Nebraska Act

The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 allowed new territories to decide for themselves whether they would
be free or slave states through the principle of popular sovereignty. This led to violent confrontations
known as "Bleeding Kansas," showcasing the deep divisions between pro-slavery and anti-slavery

factions.

5.2. The John Brown Raid

John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859 aimed to initiate a slave uprising and was a pivotal
moment. His actions were seen as heroic by abolitionists and as a grave threat by the South, further

inflaming tensions.

6. Conclusion

The causes of the Civil War are multifaceted and interconnected, involving economic, social, and
political factors that created an environment ripe for conflict. Understanding these causes is crucial for

analyzing the war's impact on American society and its legacy. The interplay of slavery, states' rights,



economic differences, and political tensions illustrates how deeply ingrained divisions can lead to
national strife. As students engage with causes of the Civil War worksheet answers, they can
appreciate the complexities that shaped this pivotal era in U.S. history and reflect on the enduring

lessons it offers about unity and division within a nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main economic causes of the Civil War?

The primary economic causes included the differences between the industrial North and the agrarian
South, including reliance on slave labor in the South for cotton production and the North's push for

tariffs that protected its industries.

How did the issue of slavery contribute to the Civil War?

Slavery was a central issue, with the Southern states wanting to maintain and expand it, while
Northern states and abolitionists sought its limitation and eventual abolition, leading to heightened

tensions.

What role did states' rights play in the Civil War?

States' rights were invoked by Southern states as a justification for secession, arguing that they had

the right to govern themselves without federal interference, particularly regarding slavery.

What was the significance of the Missouri Compromise in relation to

the Civil War?

The Missouri Compromise of 1820 was significant as it attempted to balance slave and free states, but

ultimately highlighted the sectional divide and set a precedent for future conflicts over slavery.



How did the Compromise of 1850 affect tensions leading to the Civil
War?

The Compromise of 1850 attempted to address the status of slavery in territories acquired from the
Mexican-American War, but it ultimately failed to resolve tensions, particularly due to the Fugitive

Slave Act.

What impact did the Dred Scott decision have on the Civil War?

The Dred Scott decision of 1857 declared that African Americans were not citizens and that Congress
could not regulate slavery in the territories, inflaming sectional tensions and pushing the nation closer

to war.

In what ways did the election of Abraham Lincoln contribute to the
Civil War?

Lincoln's election in 1860, without any Southern electoral votes, signaled to Southern states that their

interests would not be represented, leading to secession and the formation of the Confederacy.

How did abolitionist movements influence the causes of the Civil War?

Abolitionist movements, through literature, speeches, and actions, heightened awareness and
opposition to slavery, rallying Northern sentiment against the institution and contributing to the

sectional divide.

What was the role of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in escalating tensions?

The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 allowed for popular sovereignty to determine the status of slavery in

new territories, leading to violent conflicts known as 'Bleeding Kansas', further polarizing the nation.

How did cultural differences between the North and South contribute



to the Civil War?

Cultural differences, including views on slavery, economic interests, and social structures, created a rift
between the North and South, exacerbating misunderstandings and hostilities that contributed to the

war.
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