Chase Sapphire Preferred Bonus History

HOW WE’D USE THE
CHASE SAPPHIRE PREFERRED® BONUS

Chase Sapphire Preferred bonus history is a topic of significant interest among frequent travelers
and credit card enthusiasts. The Chase Sapphire Preferred card has long been recognized as one of
the best travel rewards credit cards available. One of the primary attractions of this card is its sign-up
bonus, which has varied over the years. In this article, we will dive into the history of the bonuses
offered by the Chase Sapphire Preferred card, how they have evolved, and the implications for
potential cardholders.

Overview of the Chase Sapphire Preferred Card

The Chase Sapphire Preferred card is part of the Chase Ultimate Rewards program, which allows
cardholders to earn points that can be redeemed for travel, cash back, and other rewards. The card
typically comes with a range of benefits, including:

- 2x points on travel and dining at restaurants

- 1 point per dollar spent on all other purchases

- No foreign transaction fees

- Access to travel protections such as trip cancellation insurance

However, the most enticing feature of the card is its sign-up bonus, which has seen several changes
over the years.

Bonus History of the Chase Sapphire Preferred

The sign-up bonus for the Chase Sapphire Preferred card has been a central feature that attracts new
cardholders. The bonus structure has evolved significantly since the card's inception in 2009. Below,
we will explore the historical bonuses offered and provide insights into how these bonuses have
changed over time.



2009-2015: The Early Years

When the Chase Sapphire Preferred was first launched in 2009, it offered a sign-up bonus of 25,000
points after spending $3,000 within the first three months. At the time, this was considered a
substantial bonus and was one of the key factors in the card's early popularity.

In 2015, the bonus was increased to 50,000 points after the same spending requirement, which
significantly boosted interest in the card. This increase reflected a growing trend among credit card
issuers to offer more competitive bonuses to attract new customers.

2016-2019: A Competitive Landscape

As competition among travel rewards cards intensified, the Chase Sapphire Preferred card continued
to adapt. In 2016, the bonus remained at 50,000 points but began to be regularly paired with
promotional offers. For example, during certain promotional periods, the bonus would temporarily
increase to 60,000 points.

By 2017, the card maintained the 50,000 point bonus but added additional perks such as 25% more
value when redeeming points for travel through the Chase Ultimate Rewards portal. This
enhancement made the bonus even more attractive, as cardholders could get more out of their
points.

In 2019, the bonus saw fluctuations, with limited-time offers occasionally pushing the bonus to 60,000
points. These promotions were usually tied to specific marketing campaigns or partnerships with
travel companies, indicating Chase's strategy to leverage market trends to entice new customers.

2020: The Pandemic and Its Impact

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020 brought unprecedented challenges to the travel
industry. In response, Chase modified its approach to the Sapphire Preferred card. The sign-up bonus
remained at 60,000 points, but the spending requirement was adjusted to account for the changing
consumer landscape.

During this time, Chase focused on promoting flexibility in point redemption, allowing cardholders to
use points for a broader range of travel options or even for cash back. This adaptability aimed to
retain existing customers while still attracting new ones despite the limitations on travel.

2021-Present: Current Trends and Offers

As travel began to rebound in 2021, so did the interest in the Chase Sapphire Preferred card. The
sign-up bonus was again adjusted, with offers ranging from 60,000 to 80,000 points depending on the
marketing strategy in use.

In 2022, the bonus reached a peak of 100,000 points for a limited time during a promotional push,
marking a historic high for the card. This offer required spending $4,000 within the first three months,



which, while higher than previous iterations, was perceived as a compelling value given the potential
rewards.

Currently, as of late 2023, the bonus structure has stabilized, with a sign-up bonus typically ranging
from 60,000 to 80,000 points. Chase has also continued to emphasize the value of Ultimate Rewards

points, allowing cardholders to transfer points to various travel partners, thus enhancing the overall
utility of the card.

Factors Influencing Bonus Changes

Several factors influence the changes in sign-up bonuses for the Chase Sapphire Preferred card:

Market Competition: As more credit card issuers enter the travel rewards market, Chase
adjusts its bonuses to stay competitive.

Consumer Demand: Changes in consumer behavior, especially influenced by global events
like the COVID-19 pandemic, affect how Chase structures its rewards.

Partnerships and Promotions: Collaborations with airlines, hotels, and travel agencies can
lead to temporary increases in sign-up bonuses.

Economic Conditions: Economic downturns or booms can influence how credit card
companies position their products.

Conclusion: The Value of the Chase Sapphire Preferred
Bonus

Understanding the Chase Sapphire Preferred bonus history is essential for potential cardholders
looking to maximize their rewards. The evolution of the sign-up bonus reflects broader trends in the
travel rewards landscape and illustrates how Chase has adapted to meet consumer needs.

For anyone considering applying for the Chase Sapphire Preferred card, it is crucial to keep an eye on
promotional offers and the ongoing changes in bonuses. The potential for earning a substantial sign-
up bonus can significantly enhance the value of the card, making it a worthwhile addition to any
travel enthusiast's wallet. Whether you are planning a dream vacation or looking to earn rewards for
everyday purchases, the Chase Sapphire Preferred card remains a top contender in the world of travel
rewards credit cards.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the current sign-up bonus for the Chase Sapphire
Preferred card?

As of October 2023, the Chase Sapphire Preferred card typically offers a sign-up bonus of 60,000
points after spending $4,000 in the first 3 months.

How has the Chase Sapphire Preferred bonus changed over
the years?

The sign-up bonus for the Chase Sapphire Preferred has varied, with previous offers ranging from
40,000 to 100,000 points, reflecting changes in marketing strategies and competition.

Are there specific times of the year when the Chase Sapphire
Preferred bonus is higher?

Yes, Chase often increases the sign-up bonus during promotional periods, such as around holidays or
special events like the start of summer travel season.

Can | receive the sign-up bonus again if | already had the
Chase Sapphire Preferred card?

Generally, you can only earn the sign-up bonus once per account, but if you close your account and
wait 24 months, you may be eligible for the bonus again.

What can | redeem the Chase Sapphire Preferred bonus points
for?

Bonus points can be redeemed for travel, cash back, gift cards, and more, with the highest value
often achieved when booking travel through the Chase Ultimate Rewards portal.

Is the Chase Sapphire Preferred bonus worth the spending
requirement?

Many users find the bonus points worth the $4,000 spending requirement, especially when
considering the card's benefits such as travel insurance, no foreign transaction fees, and bonus
categories.
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