Call Of The Wild Text

7 The Call of the Wild

by Jack London

Call of the Wild text refers to the literary work "The Call of the Wild" by Jack London, published in
1903. This novel is a compelling narrative about a domesticated dog named Buck who is thrust into
the brutal wilderness of the Yukon during the Klondike Gold Rush. Through Buck's journey, London
explores themes of survival, instinct, and the profound connection between humans and animals.
This article will delve into the significance of the text, its characters, themes, and the impact it has
had on literature and culture.

Overview of the Plot

"The Call of the Wild" follows Buck, a large and powerful St. Bernard-Scotch Collie mix living a
comfortable life in California. His life takes a drastic turn when he is stolen from his home and sold
into the brutal world of sled dog teams in the Yukon.

Key Events in the Narrative

1. Buck's Abduction: The story begins with Buck's abduction from his home by a gardener named
Manuel, who sells him to pay off gambling debts.

2. Introduction to the Wild: Buck is transported to the harsh conditions of the Yukon, where he faces
the reality of survival against other dogs and the unforgiving environment.

3. Training and Struggles: Buck is forced to adapt to his new life as a sled dog, learning the brutal
hierarchy of the pack and the necessity of obedience for survival.

4. Connection with John Thornton: Buck eventually finds a master who treats him with kindness,
John Thornton, and their bond represents a peak of loyalty and love amidst the chaos of survival.

5. The Call of the Wild: As Buck reconnects with his primal instincts, he gradually answers the call of
the wild, leading to his transformation into a creature of the wilderness.



Character Analysis

The characters in "The Call of the Wild" are richly developed and serve as embodiments of various
themes present in the novel.

Buck

Buck is the protagonist, whose transformation from a domestic pet to a wild animal encapsulates the
central theme of the struggle for survival.

- Attributes: Strong, intelligent, and adaptable.

- Journey: His journey symbolizes the conflict between civilization and the primal instincts that lie
dormant within all creatures.

- Evolution: Buck evolves from a pampered pet to a fierce leader of the pack, ultimately embracing
his wild ancestry.

John Thornton

John Thornton is Buck's final master, representing human kindness and compassion in stark contrast
to Buck's earlier experiences.

- Relationship with Buck: Thornton's love and respect for Buck allow the dog to flourish, showcasing
a bond that transcends the human-animal relationship.

- Symbol of Loyalty: Thornton’s loyalty to Buck is pivotal, as it inspires Buck to protect him at all
costs, highlighting the theme of loyalty in stark contrast to betrayal.

Other Key Characters

- Spitz: The original lead dog and antagonist, who embodies the harshness and brutality of the wild
and the competitive nature of survival.

- Hal, Charles, and Mercedes: They symbolize the reckless exploitation of nature and animals,
highlighting the consequences of greed and ignorance.

Themes Explored in the Novel

"The Call of the Wild" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers and provide insight into
both human nature and animal instinct.

Survival of the Fittest



One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the idea of survival of the fittest.

- Primal Instincts: Buck’s journey illustrates the idea that instincts are crucial for survival. He learns
to depend on his instincts to navigate the dangers of the wild.

- Competition: The competition among the sled dogs reflects the harsh realities of nature, where only
the strongest and smartest survive.

The Relationship Between Man and Nature

The novel explores the complex relationship between humans and nature, emphasizing both the
beauty and brutality of the natural world.

- Respect for Nature: Through Buck's journey, London promotes a respect for nature and an
understanding of the natural order.

- Human Exploitation: The characters who exploit nature for personal gain are portrayed negatively,
illustrating the consequences of greed and lack of respect for the environment.

Transformation and Identity

Buck’s transformation throughout the narrative serves as a powerful metaphor for identity and self-
discovery.

- Return to Roots: Buck's return to the wild represents a reclamation of his identity. He learns to
embrace his true self, which is deeply rooted in the instincts of his ancestors.

- Dual Nature of Identity: The tension between Buck's domestic past and wild instincts embodies the
struggle for identity that many individuals face.

Literary Significance

"The Call of the Wild" is not only a classic of American literature but also an important work that has
influenced various genres and styles.

Influence on Literature

- Naturalism: The novel is a prime example of naturalism, emphasizing the influence of environment
on behavior and the struggle for survival.

- Adventure Genre: It has inspired countless adventure stories and continues to be a reference point
for writers exploring themes of nature and survival.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact



The novel has been adapted into various films, plays, and other media, showcasing its enduring
appeal.

- Film Adaptations: Numerous adaptations, including animated films and live-action versions, have
introduced the story to new generations.

- Cultural References: The themes of the novel have permeated popular culture, appearing in various
forms of media and discussions about nature, survival, and the human-animal bond.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Call of the Wild" is a timeless exploration of survival, identity, and the intricate
relationship between humans and the natural world. Jack London’s masterful storytelling and vivid
imagery allow readers to experience the harsh realities of the wilderness through Buck's eyes. The
novel remains relevant today, prompting discussions about the importance of respecting nature, the
instincts that drive all living beings, and the transformative power of love and loyalty. Through
Buck’s journey, London captures the essence of what it means to be alive, making "The Call of the
Wild" a perpetual classic that continues to resonate with audiences worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Call of the Wild'?

The main themes include survival, the struggle for dominance, the relationship between humans and
nature, and the instinctual call of the wild.

How does Buck's character evolve throughout 'The Call of the
wild'?

Buck transforms from a domesticated pet into a powerful, instinct-driven creature, ultimately
embracing his primal instincts and finding his place in the wild.

What role does the setting play in 'The Call of the Wild'?

The harsh and unforgiving environment of the Yukon wilderness serves as a catalyst for Buck's
transformation and highlights the struggle for survival in nature.

How does Jack London portray the relationship between
humans and animals in the novel?

Jack London illustrates a complex relationship where humans can be both allies and adversaries to
animals, often emphasizing the brutality and fidelity found in both worlds.

What is the significance of the title 'The Call of the Wild'?

The title signifies Buck's awakening to his primal instincts and the inherent call of nature that
ultimately leads him to embrace his wild ancestry.



In what ways does 'The Call of the Wild' reflect the values of
the naturalism literary movement?

The novel reflects naturalism through its focus on the influence of environment and heredity on
behavior, showcasing the struggle for existence and the indifferent forces of nature.
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