
Canon T3i Settings Cheat Sheet

Canon T3i settings cheat sheet is an essential tool for both beginner and
advanced photographers looking to maximize their experience with this
versatile DSLR camera. The Canon T3i, also known as the EOS 600D in some
regions, offers a host of features that can be tailored to various shooting
situations. Understanding how to configure these settings can greatly enhance
your photography skills and help you capture stunning images. In this
article, we will explore key settings, tips, and techniques to make the most
of your Canon T3i.

Understanding the Basics of the Canon T3i

The Canon T3i features a 18-megapixel APS-C sensor, a 3-inch Vari-angle LCD
screen, and a built-in microphone for video recording. It also supports a
wide array of lenses, making it a fantastic choice for both photography and



videography. Before diving into specific settings, let's outline some basic
concepts and modes available on the Canon T3i.

Camera Modes

The Canon T3i offers several shooting modes, which can be categorized into
two main groups:

Creative Modes: These include Manual (M), Aperture Priority (Av),
Shutter Priority (Tv), and Program (P). They allow for more control over
exposure settings.

Basic Modes: These include Scene Intelligent Auto, Portrait, Landscape,
Close-up, Sports, Night Portrait, and more. These modes are designed for
quick and easy shooting.

Understanding these modes is crucial when determining which settings to use
for specific situations.

Essential Canon T3i Settings

Here are some essential settings that can help you get started with your
Canon T3i.

Image Quality Settings

To ensure your images are captured in the best quality possible, adjust the
following settings:

1. Image Quality: Set to RAW for maximum editing flexibility, or JPEG for
smaller file sizes. If you choose JPEG, consider using the highest quality
setting.
2. Picture Style: Select 'Standard' for general photography, 'Portrait' for
skin tones, or 'Landscape' for vibrant colors in outdoor settings.
3. White Balance: Use Auto White Balance (AWB) for most situations, but
consider adjusting it to specific settings like Daylight, Cloudy, or Tungsten
for more accurate colors.

Exposure Settings



Getting the exposure right is critical for achieving the desired look in your
photos. Here are a few pointers:

1. ISO Settings: Use the lowest ISO possible for better image quality
(100-400 in bright conditions). Increase ISO to 800-1600 for indoor or low-
light situations, but be cautious of noise.
2. Aperture Settings: Use a wider aperture (lower f-number) for portraits to
achieve a blurred background, and a narrower aperture (higher f-number) for
landscapes to ensure more of the scene is in focus.
3. Shutter Speed: A general rule is to use a shutter speed of 1/(focal
length) to avoid motion blur. For example, if shooting at 50mm, use at least
1/50 second.

Focusing Settings

The focus settings on your Canon T3i are crucial for achieving sharp images.
Here are some recommended settings:

1. AF Mode: Use One-Shot AF for still subjects and AI Servo for moving
subjects. This allows the camera to continuously adjust focus as the subject
moves.
2. AF Points: Use the center AF point for more accurate focusing, especially
in low-light situations. You can also use the camera's auto selection for
general shooting.
3. Manual Focus: Consider using manual focus in tricky lighting conditions or
when shooting through obstacles.

Advanced Settings for Creative Control

Once you're comfortable with the basics, you can explore more advanced
settings for creative control.

Custom Functions

The Canon T3i features several custom functions that can significantly
enhance your shooting experience. Here are a few to consider:

1. C.Fn I: Exposure: Adjust settings like exposure compensation and auto
exposure bracketing.
2. C.Fn II: Image: Customize settings for your Picture Style and noise
reduction.
3. C.Fn III: Autofocus: Modify autofocus settings to improve tracking of
moving subjects.



Utilizing Histogram and Grid Display

Understanding the histogram is vital for assessing exposure. The histogram
displays the tonal range of your image; ideally, the graph should not be too
far to the left (underexposed) or right (overexposed).

Additionally, enabling the grid display can help with composition, making it
easier to apply the rule of thirds or achieve straight horizons.

Tips for Specific Shooting Scenarios

Every shooting scenario comes with its challenges. Here are some settings
recommendations for various conditions.

Portrait Photography

1. Mode: Aperture Priority (Av) to control depth of field.
2. Aperture: Set between f/1.8 to f/4 for a nice background blur.
3. ISO: Keep it low (100-400) for outdoor portraits or increase if indoors.

Landscape Photography

1. Mode: Aperture Priority (Av) or Manual (M).
2. Aperture: Use f/8 to f/16 for greater depth of field.
3. ISO: Keep it at 100 to reduce noise.

Low Light Photography

1. Mode: Manual (M) or Shutter Priority (Tv).
2. Shutter Speed: Slow down to 1/30 or lower, but use a tripod to avoid
camera shake.
3. ISO: Increase to 800-1600, depending on lighting conditions.

Conclusion

A Canon T3i settings cheat sheet is more than just a list of numbers; it’s a
guide to unlocking your camera’s potential. By mastering the various modes
and settings, you can adapt to different shooting conditions and enhance your
creativity. Whether you are shooting portraits, landscapes, or capturing
moments in low light, understanding how to effectively utilize your Canon T3i



will lead to better photographs and a richer photography experience. Happy
shooting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the recommended settings for shooting in
low light with a Canon T3i?
For low light conditions, set your ISO to 800 or higher, use a wide aperture
(like f/2.8 or lower), and try to keep your shutter speed at 1/60s or slower.
Use manual mode to have full control over these settings.

How do I set up my Canon T3i for shooting in manual
mode?
To shoot in manual mode, turn the mode dial to 'M', then adjust the shutter
speed, aperture, and ISO using the main dial and the quick control dial. Aim
for a balanced exposure based on the camera's meter.

What is the best autofocus mode to use on the Canon
T3i for portrait photography?
Use the 'One Shot' AF mode for portraits to achieve precise focus on your
subject's eyes. This mode locks focus once the shutter button is pressed
halfway and is ideal for stationary subjects.

How do I achieve the best image quality with my
Canon T3i?
To achieve the best image quality, shoot in RAW format for maximum detail and
post-processing flexibility. Set your picture style to 'Neutral' or
'Faithful' to minimize in-camera processing.

What settings should I use for capturing fast-moving
subjects with the Canon T3i?
For fast-moving subjects, use 'Shutter Priority' mode (Tv), set a fast
shutter speed (1/500s or faster), and use continuous shooting mode. Adjust
ISO as needed to maintain exposure.
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【有图】佳能 24-70 F2.8 与 24-70 F4 对比-蜂鸟网
Jun 10, 2018 · 【有图】本次的简单对比贴，24-70光圈都全开对比。佳能24-70f2.8，人像、特写、记实、装修、产品……等等，从不挑食，江湖 ...

【有图】佳能 EF 200MM F2 镜头使用感受-蜂鸟网
May 27, 2015 · 【有图】佳能200f/2 定焦镜头能胜任各种场合的拍摄：车展、舞台、T台、婚礼外景、街拍、夜景人像、体育等。此镜头全开光圈F2.0能够得到优异的画
质，使用此镜头拍摄的 …

【有图】关于Canon 40D 快门组引起err 99故障的成因-蜂鸟网
Nov 1, 2008 · 【有图】本人进了一个水的40D,约7000次快门后发生err99。故障现象为：lv模式可拍摄，但图像下方有明显白条。其他各规模拍摄均err99B
门err99，手动清洗cmos模式也 …

【有图】Canon（佳能）A-1使用说明书-蜂鸟网
Jun 3, 2004 · 提供Canon（佳能）A-1使用说明书，帮助用户了解相机功能和操作技巧。

聊一聊Canon新的Nano USM和其他镜头驱动马达的差异特点
Feb 19, 2016 · 微型电磁马达MM的特点是技术简单结构成熟成本价格低廉，但扭力有限，需要齿轮传动，且无法避免噪声，主要用于低档镜头，目前有淘汰的趋势（Canon
已经5年没有再出MM …

【有图】标准镜头大比拼，11支手动50mm f1.4评测-蜂鸟网
Dec 31, 2013 · 【有图】在微单相机盛行的今天，转接老镜头已经成为了很多摄友的兴趣爱好之一，而50mmf1.4规格的标头基本是每个玩老镜头摄影的标配，今天就来测试
下目前市场常见与 …

【有图】50D终于可以录制视频了，神奇的魔灯固件啊（内附方法 …
Oct 24, 2011 · 启动固件升级。 开机并选择固件版本 1.0.8。 安装程序（ml-*.fir）会向卡内写入BOOTDISK与EOS_DEVELOP字符串。 当你看到
绿色的确认画面时，重启相机，大功告成。 …

【有图】Canon (佳能) EF 20-35mm/F2.8L 性能评测-蜂鸟网
Jun 29, 2004 · 【有图】此头是Canon广角里的好头，17-35F2.8L的前身，16-35F2.8L的前前身。后面那两个升级版面都是USM，77mm口径了。
其实从成像来说，后面的那两款77mm口径的 …

解决佳能报Err99很简单。。-蜂鸟网
Mar 3, 2009 · 解决佳能报Err99很简单。。， 不用卸电池卸镜头解决，更不用换相机主板，是佳能选材料没把好关，本人认真的研究了几个月，找到了解决佳能Err99报错
的一些原因（当然我 …

佳能EF 35mm f/2 IS USM评测（译自the-digital-picture）
Jan 26, 2013 · 佳能发布24 f/2.8 IS和28 f/2.8 IS镜头时，没有给它们俩红圈，我当时很惊讶，但现在35 f/2 IS也没有红圈我就不一点儿也惊讶了。35
f/2 IS，类似它的两个兄弟，价格比较高， …

【有图】佳能 24-70 F2.8 与 24-70 F4 对比-蜂鸟网
Jun 10, 2018 · 【有图】本次的简单对比贴，24-70光圈都全开对比。佳能24-70f2.8，人像、特写、记实、装修、产品……等等，从不挑食，江湖 ...

【有图】佳能 EF 200MM F2 镜头使用感受-蜂鸟网
May 27, 2015 · 【有图】佳能200f/2 定焦镜头能胜任各种场合的拍摄：车展、舞台、T台、婚礼外景、街拍、夜景人像、体育等。此镜头全开光圈F2.0能够得到优异的画
质，使用此镜头拍摄的照片基本可以不用收光圈，F2.0完全可用。

【有图】关于Canon 40D 快门组引起err 99故障的成因-蜂鸟网
Nov 1, 2008 · 【有图】本人进了一个水的40D,约7000次快门后发生err99。故障现象为：lv模式可拍摄，但图像下方有明显白条。其他各规模拍摄均err99B
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门err99，手动清洗cmos模式也是err99。今天订货的快门组到了，正式拆修，可更换后，还是老毛病。后经过仔细检查，发现新旧快门的后片幕帘保持电磁铁线圈都是开路的 ...

【有图】Canon（佳能）A-1使用说明书-蜂鸟网
Jun 3, 2004 · 提供Canon（佳能）A-1使用说明书，帮助用户了解相机功能和操作技巧。

聊一聊Canon新的Nano USM和其他镜头驱动马达的差异特点
Feb 19, 2016 · 微型电磁马达MM的特点是技术简单结构成熟成本价格低廉，但扭力有限，需要齿轮传动，且无法避免噪声，主要用于低档镜头，目前有淘汰的趋势（Canon
已经5年没有再出MM镜头了）。

【有图】标准镜头大比拼，11支手动50mm f1.4评测-蜂鸟网
Dec 31, 2013 · 【有图】在微单相机盛行的今天，转接老镜头已经成为了很多摄友的兴趣爱好之一，而50mmf1.4规格的标头基本是每个玩老镜头摄影的标配，今天就来测试
下目前市场常见与不常见的手动50mmf1.4标头。参与测试的镜头有以下11支：CANONLensNew-FD50mmf1.4，NikkorAI-
S50mmf1.4AISLensPKSMCPENTAX-M50mmf1.4OM-

【有图】50D终于可以录制视频了，神奇的魔灯固件啊（内附方法 …
Oct 24, 2011 · 启动固件升级。 开机并选择固件版本 1.0.8。 安装程序（ml-*.fir）会向卡内写入BOOTDISK与EOS_DEVELOP字符串。 当你看到
绿色的确认画面时，重启相机，大功告成。 这个时候，你的50D已经可以录制视频了，按住info键旁边的模式选择键，可以进入魔灯系统的设置页面，在视频一项，把视频录制按set键设
置为 ...

【有图】Canon (佳能) EF 20-35mm/F2.8L 性能评测-蜂鸟网
Jun 29, 2004 · 【有图】此头是Canon广角里的好头，17-35F2.8L的前身，16-35F2.8L的前前身。后面那两个升级版面都是USM，77mm口径了。
其实从成像来说，后面的那两款77mm口径的超广角变焦都没超越这个头。但是不得不承认那3，4mm得信息量还是不少得，不能和中长焦广3－4mm同日而语。好在20mm
以下很难控制，或多或少会拍 ...

解决佳能报Err99很简单。。-蜂鸟网
Mar 3, 2009 · 解决佳能报Err99很简单。。， 不用卸电池卸镜头解决，更不用换相机主板，是佳能选材料没把好关，本人认真的研究了几个月，找到了解决佳能Err99报错
的一些原因（当然我这方法不一定百分之百解决Err99报错，起码可以解决百分之七十），当然不排除佳能公司有意图的选用劣质零件，好一年过保后 ...

佳能EF 35mm f/2 IS USM评测（译自the-digital-picture）
Jan 26, 2013 · 佳能发布24 f/2.8 IS和28 f/2.8 IS镜头时，没有给它们俩红圈，我当时很惊讶，但现在35 f/2 IS也没有红圈我就不一点儿也惊讶了。35
f/2 IS，类似它的两个兄弟，价格比较高，加入红圈并提供天气防护很合理。而且，35mm f/2 IS USM镜头，拥有足以挑战佳能具有35mm焦段红圈L头的画质。 佳能在
发布35 f/2 IS USM时 ...

Unlock the full potential of your Canon T3i with our comprehensive settings cheat sheet. Discover
how to capture stunning photos effortlessly!
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