
Call Of The Wild Test Questions And Answers

Call of the Wild test questions and answers are essential for both educators and students
seeking to deepen their understanding of Jack London's classic novel, "The Call of the Wild." This
book not only tells the gripping story of Buck, a domesticated dog who is thrust into the harsh
realities of the Alaskan wilderness, but it also serves as a rich text for analysis and discussion. In this
article, we'll explore various test questions and answers that can help students engage with the
themes, characters, and plot of the novel.

Understanding the Novel

Before diving into specific test questions, it's important to have a solid grasp of the novel's
background and main themes. "The Call of the Wild" was published in 1903 and is set during the
Klondike Gold Rush, a period when thousands flocked to the Yukon in search of fortune. The story
follows Buck, a St. Bernard and Scotch Collie mix, who is kidnapped from his comfortable home in
California and sold into the brutal world of sled dog teams.

Main Themes

The novel encompasses several significant themes, including:

1. Survival of the Fittest: Buck's transformation from a domesticated pet to a fierce survivor
illustrates the struggle for existence in a harsh environment.
2. Nature vs. Nurture: The story examines the conflict between Buck's domesticated upbringing and
his primal instincts.



3. The Call of the Wild: The call represents Buck's inherent connection to nature and his ultimate
return to the wild.
4. Friendship and Loyalty: Buck's relationships with other characters highlight themes of loyalty and
betrayal.

Sample Test Questions and Answers

Here are some potential test questions and their answers, categorized into multiple-choice, short
answer, and essay questions.

Multiple-Choice Questions

1. What breed of dog is Buck?
- A) German Shepherd
- B) Labrador Retriever
- C) St. Bernard and Scotch Collie mix
- D) Siberian Husky
Answer: C) St. Bernard and Scotch Collie mix

2. Who is the first person to own Buck after he is sold?
- A) Manuel
- B) John Thornton
- C) Perrault
- D) Hal
Answer: C) Perrault

3. What does Buck learn to do in order to survive in the wild?
- A) Hunt for food
- B) Build a shelter
- C) Understand human speech
- D) Swim long distances
Answer: A) Hunt for food

4. What is the significance of the "call of the wild"?
- A) It represents Buck's longing for human companionship.
- B) It symbolizes Buck's connection to his ancestors and the wild.
- C) It is a literal call from other dogs.
- D) It is a metaphor for adventure.
Answer: B) It symbolizes Buck's connection to his ancestors and the wild.

Short Answer Questions

1. Describe Buck's transformation throughout the novel.
Answer: Buck undergoes a significant transformation from a pampered pet to a primal survivor. His
experiences in the harsh wilderness force him to shed his domestic traits and embrace his



instinctual nature. He becomes stronger, more cunning, and learns to rely on his instincts, ultimately
finding his true identity in the wild.

2. What role does John Thornton play in Buck's life?
Answer: John Thornton is a compassionate and skilled prospector who becomes Buck's last master.
Unlike previous owners, Thornton treats Buck with kindness and respect. Their bond is profound,
and Thornton represents the best of humanity, providing Buck with love and security before he
ultimately returns to the wild.

3. What is the significance of the setting in "The Call of the Wild"?
Answer: The setting of the Yukon wilderness is crucial to the novel as it represents both freedom and
danger. The harsh conditions challenge Buck and the other characters, serving as a backdrop for
their struggles and transformations. The wilderness acts almost as a character itself, shaping the
lives of those who inhabit it.

Essay Questions

1. Discuss the theme of survival in "The Call of the Wild." How does Buck's journey reflect this
theme?
Answer: In "The Call of the Wild," survival is a central theme that is intricately woven into Buck's
journey. Initially, Buck is a comfortable pet, but once he is thrust into the harsh conditions of the
Yukon, he must adapt quickly to survive. Throughout the novel, Buck learns essential survival skills,
such as hunting and fighting, which are necessary for his existence. The theme of survival highlights
the instinctual nature of animals and the brutal realities of life in the wild. Buck’s evolution from a
domesticated dog to a fierce creature of the wild exemplifies the raw struggle for survival, making it
a powerful commentary on the natural world and the instincts that drive all living beings.

2. Analyze the relationship between Buck and his human masters. How do these relationships
influence his character development?
Answer: Buck's relationships with his human masters are pivotal in shaping his character
throughout "The Call of the Wild." Each master represents different aspects of humanity, from
cruelty and greed to kindness and loyalty. His first masters, Manuel and the dog drivers, treat him
harshly, forcing him to fight for survival and adapt to his new environment. However, when Buck
meets John Thornton, he experiences love and respect for the first time, which profoundly impacts
him. Thornton's kindness allows Buck to regain a sense of trust and loyalty, demonstrating the
duality of human nature. Ultimately, these relationships reveal Buck's ability to learn and evolve,
culminating in his return to the wild where he fully embraces his true self.

Conclusion

"Call of the Wild test questions and answers" serve as a valuable tool for educators and students
alike. They facilitate a deeper understanding of the complex themes and character developments
within Jack London's iconic novel. By engaging with these questions, readers can explore the
intricate layers of Buck's journey and the profound messages about survival, instinct, and the bond
between humans and animals. Whether for classroom discussions, literary analysis, or personal
reflection, these questions encourage a comprehensive exploration of this timeless tale.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary themes explored in 'The Call of the
Wild'?
The primary themes include survival, the struggle for power, the instincts of animals, and the
conflict between civilization and the wild.

How does Buck's character evolve throughout the story?
Buck evolves from a domesticated pet to a primal wild creature, learning to embrace his instincts
and ultimately finding his true place in the wild.

What role does the setting play in 'The Call of the Wild'?
The harsh and unforgiving setting of the Yukon wilderness plays a crucial role, emphasizing the
challenges Buck faces and reflecting the theme of survival of the fittest.

Who are the key characters in 'The Call of the Wild' and their
significance?
Key characters include Buck, John Thornton, and Spitz. Buck represents the struggle between
domestication and wildness, Thornton symbolizes loyalty and compassion, while Spitz represents the
adversarial nature of survival.

What is the significance of the title 'The Call of the Wild'?
The title symbolizes Buck's inner instincts calling him back to his primitive roots and the wilderness,
highlighting his transformation and the allure of nature.

How does Jack London use symbolism in 'The Call of the
Wild'?
London uses symbolism extensively, such as the sled dogs representing various aspects of survival,
and the Yukon itself as a symbol of the wild's beauty and brutality.

What impact does Buck's relationship with John Thornton
have on the story?
Buck's relationship with John Thornton represents unconditional love and loyalty, contrasting with
his earlier experiences, and ultimately influences his choices as he navigates between civilization
and the wild.
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