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Introduction to the Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

The case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a gripping narrative that explores the duality of human



nature and the struggle between good and evil within an individual. Written by Robert Louis
Stevenson and published in 1886, this novella is not only a classic of Gothic literature but also a
profound psychological exploration of identity and morality. Through the character of Dr. Jekyll, a
respected scientist, and Mr. Hyde, his malevolent alter ego, Stevenson delves into themes of
repression, identity, and the consequences of unchecked desires.

Background and Historical Context

Stevenson wrote "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" during the Victorian era, a time
characterized by strict social norms and a strong emphasis on morality. The period was marked by:

Rigid class structures and expectations

Increased interest in science and psychology

Emerging debates about the nature of good and evil

Fears surrounding the rapidly changing societal landscape due to industrialization

These factors influenced Stevenson’s writing, as he sought to address the complexities of the human
psyche and the potential for darkness that lies within everyone.

Plot Summary

The novella unfolds in a series of suspenseful events that reveal the dual life of Dr. Jekyll and his
sinister counterpart, Mr. Hyde.

Exposition

The story begins with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, who becomes increasingly
concerned about his friend’s connection to the mysterious Mr. Hyde. Utterson learns that Hyde has
been given access to Dr. Jekyll’s estate, raising alarm bells about Jekyll’s safety and moral judgment.

Rising Action

As Utterson investigates further, he discovers that Hyde has a dark and violent nature, having
committed heinous acts, including the brutal murder of Sir Danvers Carew. The more Utterson learns,
the more he becomes convinced that Hyde has some hold over Jekyll, leading him to confront the
unsettling possibility that his friend is involved in sinister activities.



Climax

The tension reaches its peak when Utterson confronts Dr. Jekyll. Jekyll initially appears to be a
respectable gentleman, yet his demeanor begins to change when discussions of Hyde arise.
Eventually, Jekyll reveals that he has been experimenting with a potion that allows him to transform
into Hyde, a manifestation of his repressed desires and darker impulses.

Falling Action

As the story progresses, Jekyll struggles to maintain control over his transformations into Hyde. The
line between his two identities becomes increasingly blurred, leading to tragic consequences. Jekyll’s
attempts to suppress Hyde only result in more violence and chaos, culminating in a final
transformation that leaves Jekyll trapped in the form of Hyde.

Conclusion

The novella ends on a somber note, emphasizing the irreversible nature of Jekyll's actions. He
ultimately succumbs to the darker side of his nature, leading to his demise. The final revelations leave
readers contemplating the intricacies of identity and the duality inherent in all humans.

Themes and Analysis

The case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde encompasses several profound themes that resonate with readers
to this day.

Duality of Human Nature

At the heart of the story is the theme of duality, encapsulated in the idea that every individual
harbors both good and evil. Stevenson illustrates this through the contrasting characters of Jekyll and
Hyde. Jekyll represents the socially acceptable and moral aspects of humanity, while Hyde embodies
the primal instincts and darker desires that society often represses.

Repression and the Unconscious

The novella also explores the consequences of repression. Dr. Jekyll's attempt to compartmentalize
his darker impulses leads to catastrophic results. By trying to separate his moral self from his baser
instincts, Jekyll ultimately loses control and becomes a prisoner of his own creation. This theme can
be likened to the Freudian concepts of the id, ego, and superego, where the id represents primal
desires that must be restrained by the ego and superego.



The Nature of Evil

Stevenson raises questions about the nature of evil. Is Hyde inherently evil, or is he a product of
Jekyll's own repressed desires? The story suggests that evil is not an external force but rather an
intrinsic part of human nature that must be acknowledged and integrated rather than denied.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is crucial to grasping the novella's themes
and messages.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a respected scientist and physician who embodies the moral standards of Victorian
society. He is intelligent, cultured, and philanthropic, yet he grapples with an internal conflict between
his respectable persona and his hidden desires. His need to explore these hidden facets of himself
leads to his tragic downfall.

Mr. Edward Hyde

Hyde represents the darker side of Jekyll's personality. He is described as small, deformed, and
physically repugnant, symbolizing the grotesque nature of unrestrained desires. Hyde acts without
conscience, indulging in violence and debauchery. His character serves as a stark contrast to Jekyll,
highlighting the consequences of unchecked impulses.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson serves as the moral compass of the story. As Jekyll’s friend and lawyer, he embodies
rationality and caution. His investigation into the relationship between Jekyll and Hyde drives the
narrative forward and serves as a vehicle for the reader to uncover the truth about Jekyll's
experiments.

Literary Techniques

Stevenson employs several literary techniques to enhance the themes and atmosphere of the novella.

Gothic Elements



The Gothic tradition permeates "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" through its dark themes, eerie settings, and
the exploration of the supernatural. The foggy streets of London, the mysterious laboratory, and the
shocking transformations contribute to an atmosphere of suspense and dread.

Symbolism

The characters and settings in the novella are rich with symbolism. For instance, the potion that Jekyll
creates symbolizes the duality of human nature and the potential for transformation. The physical
transformation between Jekyll and Hyde also serves as a metaphor for the struggle between good and
evil within everyone.

Point of View

The story is primarily told from Utterson's perspective, allowing readers to uncover the mystery
alongside him. This narrative choice creates suspense and engages readers in piecing together the
clues about Jekyll's experiments and Hyde’s malevolence.

Conclusion

The case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde remains a powerful exploration of the complexities of human
nature, morality, and the consequences of repression. Through the tragic tale of Jekyll and Hyde,
Stevenson encourages readers to confront the darker aspects of themselves and to consider the fine
line that separates good from evil. This timeless novella continues to resonate, serving as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of denying our inherent duality. The themes and characters within
its pages invite ongoing reflection on the nature of identity, morality, and the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde'?

The primary theme is the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict between the civilized self
and the primal instincts within.

Who is the author of 'The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde'?

The author is Robert Louis Stevenson.

What scientific experiment does Dr. Jekyll conduct?

Dr. Jekyll conducts an experiment to separate his good and evil sides, resulting in the creation of his



alter ego, Mr. Hyde.

How does Mr. Hyde differ from Dr. Jekyll?

Mr. Hyde represents the darker, more violent side of Dr. Jekyll's personality, embodying his repressed
desires and moral depravity.

What role does Mr. Utterson play in the story?

Mr. Utterson is Dr. Jekyll's lawyer and friend, who investigates the strange occurrences surrounding
Jekyll and Hyde.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Strange Case of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?

The setting contrasts the respectable Victorian society with the darker, foggy streets of London,
symbolizing the duality of human nature.

What ultimately happens to Dr. Jekyll at the end of the story?

Dr. Jekyll ultimately loses control over his transformations and, in a final act of desperation, takes his
own life to end the Hyde persona.

How does the novella reflect Victorian society's views on
morality?

The novella critiques Victorian society's strict moral codes and the repression of desires, highlighting
the struggle between social expectations and personal impulses.

What literary genre does 'The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde' belong to?

The novella is considered a classic example of Gothic fiction and horror.

What impact has 'The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'
had on popular culture?

The story has had a significant impact, inspiring countless adaptations in film, theater, and literature,
and has introduced the term 'Jekyll and Hyde' to describe dual personalities.
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