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By My Hand: The Christmas of Commissario Ricciardi is a captivating narrative
that delves into the depths of human emotion, mystery, and the intricate
tapestry of life in early 20th century Naples. This novel, part of the
Commissario Ricciardi series by Italian author Maurizio de Giovanni,
intertwines elements of crime fiction with rich historical context and
poignant character development. The story unfolds during the Christmas
season, a time typically associated with joy and celebration, yet in
Ricciardi’s world, it is steeped in melancholy and existential reflection.

The Setting: Naples in the 1930s

Historical Context

The backdrop of this story is Naples, a city that embodies both beauty and
hardship. Set in the early 1930s, Italy is under the fascist regime of Benito
Mussolini, creating a complex social and political atmosphere. The citizens
of Naples are grappling with the effects of economic instability, and this
tension permeates the narrative. The author paints a vivid picture of the
city's streets, blending the festive spirit of Christmas with the grim
realities of life.

Christmas in Naples
Christmas in Naples is a unique experience, laden with traditions and
cultural significance. The festive season is marked by:

- Nativity Scenes: Neapolitans are famous for their intricate nativity
scenes, known as "presepi," which often include local characters and



settings.

- Food Traditions: The holiday season is celebrated with special foods, such
as "struffoli" (sweet honey balls) and "spaghetti alle vongole" (spaghetti
with clams), which reflect the city's culinary heritage.

- Midnight Mass: Attending midnight mass on Christmas Eve is a cherished
tradition, symbolizing hope and renewal.

Despite the vibrancy of these traditions, the narrative juxtaposes them
against the darker elements of life, making for a compelling read.

The Protagonist: Commissario Ricciardi

Character Overview

Commissario Luigi Ricciardi is a complex character, known for his ability to
see and hear the dead. This supernatural gift, while a source of insight,
weighs heavily on him, as he is often confronted with the emotional burdens
of those who have passed. Ricciardi is characterized by:

- Introspection: He often reflects on the nature of life and death, which
adds depth to his character.

- Morality: Despite the grim realities of his job, he possesses a strong
moral compass, seeking justice for the victims.

- Isolation: His unique abilities and the weight of his experiences create a
sense of isolation, making it difficult for him to connect with others.

Ricciardi’s Struggles

In "By My Hand: The Christmas of Commissario Ricciardi," the protagonist
grapples with his own demons. The festive season amplifies his sense of
loneliness, as he observes the joy of others while feeling disconnected from
it. This internal struggle is a central theme throughout the novel,
highlighting the conflict between personal grief and societal expectations.

The Plot: A Mystery Unfolds

The Inciting Incident

The story begins with a murder that occurs during the Christmas season,
shattering the tranquility of the holiday. Ricciardi is called to the scene,
where he must navigate the complexities of the investigation while dealing
with his own emotional turmoil. The victim, a young woman, is found in a
compromising position, and the circumstances surrounding her death are
shrouded in mystery.

Key Characters in the Investigation
Throughout the investigation, Ricciardi interacts with a cast of characters
that enrich the narrative:

1. Dr. Modo: A close friend and confidant, Dr. Modo provides comic relief and
serves as a sounding board for Ricciardi’s thoughts.

2. Inspector Maione: A loyal subordinate, Maione often assists Ricciardi in
unraveling the case, showcasing the importance of teamwork in law
enforcement.



3. The Victim’s Family: Each family member presents unique perspectives and
motives, adding layers of complexity to the investigation.

Unraveling the Mystery

As Ricciardi delves deeper into the case, he uncovers a web of deceit,
betrayal, and hidden truths. The narrative skillfully intertwines Ricciardi’s
personal reflections with the progression of the investigation, creating a
sense of urgency as the Christmas deadline looms. Key elements of the mystery
include:

- Clues and Red Herrings: The author employs various clues that lead
Ricciardi down unexpected paths, keeping readers engaged and guessing.

- Emotional Revelations: The investigation forces Ricciardi to confront his
own feelings of loss and regret, culminating in poignant moments of self-
realization.

Themes: Life, Death, and Redemption

The Nature of Grief

A central theme in "By My Hand: The Christmas of Commissario Ricciardi" 1is
the exploration of grief. The holiday season serves as a reminder of loss for
Ricciardi, who reflects on the loved ones he has lost. The narrative
eloquently captures the duality of Christmas—joy for some, sorrow for others.

The Search for Justice

Ricciardi’s relentless pursuit of justice is another key theme. Driven by a
desire to provide closure for the victim’s family, he embodies the moral
complexities of law enforcement. His journey serves as a reminder of the
importance of accountability and the quest for truth, even in the face of
overwhelming despair.

Redemption and Hope

Amidst the darkness, there are glimmers of hope. The story concludes with a
sense of redemption, as Ricciardi comes to terms with his own grief. The
holiday season, despite its challenges, becomes a time for reflection and
healing.

Conclusion: A Complex Narrative

"By My Hand: The Christmas of Commissario Ricciardi" is more than just a
mystery; it is a profound exploration of the human condition. Through the
lens of a murder investigation, Maurizio de Giovanni invites readers to
ponder the complexities of life, death, and the enduring power of love and
loss. The rich historical context of Naples, coupled with the intricacies of
Ricciardi’s character, creates a narrative that resonates long after the
final page is turned.

As readers immerse themselves in the story, they are reminded that even in
the darkest of times, the spirit of Christmas can illuminate the path toward
understanding and acceptance. This novel stands as a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit, making it a poignant addition to the canon of



holiday literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'By My Hand: The Christmas
of Commissario Ricciardi'?

The main theme revolves around the exploration of redemption and the human
condition, set against the backdrop of a festive yet mysterious Christmas in
1930s Naples.

Who is the author of 'By My Hand: The Christmas of
Commissario Ricciardi'?

The book is written by Italian author Maurizio de Giovanni, known for his
Commissario Ricciardi series.

How does the setting of Naples influence the story
in 'By My Hand: The Christmas of Commissario
Ricciardi'?

Naples serves as a vibrant yet melancholic backdrop that enhances the story's
atmosphere, reflecting both the beauty and the struggles of the characters
during the Christmas season.

What makes Commissario Ricciardi a unique character
in this novel?

Commissario Ricciardi is unique due to his ability to see and communicate
with the dead, which adds a supernatural element to the detective genre and
influences his investigations.

Is 'By My Hand: The Christmas of Commissario
Ricciardi' a standalone book or part of a series?

It is part of the Commissario Ricciardi series but can be enjoyed as a
standalone story, especially for those interested in holiday-themed
mysteries.
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Discover the intrigue of 'By My Hand: The Christmas of Commissario Ricciardi.' Dive into this
captivating tale and uncover the mystery. Learn more!
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