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Call of the Wild vocabulary words play a crucial role in understanding Jack London's classic
novel. These words not only enhance the reading experience but also deepen the comprehension of
the themes, characters, and settings that define the narrative. In this article, we will explore
essential vocabulary words from "The Call of the Wild," providing definitions, context, and examples
to enrich your reading and understanding of this timeless tale.

Understanding the Context of Vocabulary in "The Call
of the Wild"

"The Call of the Wild," published in 1903, tells the story of Buck, a domesticated dog who is thrust
into the brutal wilderness of the Yukon during the Klondike Gold Rush. The novel explores themes of
survival, instinct, and the struggle between civilization and the wild. To fully grasp these themes, it
is important to familiarize oneself with the vocabulary that London employs throughout the text.

Key Vocabulary Words and Their Meanings

Here are some of the most significant vocabulary words from "The Call of the Wild," along with their
meanings and examples of how they are used in the novel:

1. Primordial - existing at or from the beginning of time; primeval.

Example: Buck's instincts are primordial, drawing him back to the wild as he faces the harsh
realities of nature.
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. Arduous - involving or requiring strenuous effort; difficult and tiring.

Example: The journey through the snow was arduous, testing the limits of Buck and his
companions.

. Futility - pointlessness or uselessness.

Example: Buck realizes the futility of resisting his instincts as he witnesses the law of the wild
in action.

Instinct - an innate, typically fixed pattern of behavior in animals in response to certain
stimuli.

Example: Buck's instinct for survival becomes more pronounced as he adapts to the challenges
of the wilderness.

. Precarious - not securely held or in position; dangerously likely to fall or collapse.

Example: The precarious balance of power among the sled dogs often leads to conflict and
struggle.

Indomitable - impossible to subdue or defeat.
Example: Buck's indomitable spirit drives him to overcome every obstacle in his path.

. Vicarious - experienced in the imagination through the feelings or actions of another person.

Example: The hardships Buck endures provide a vicarious experience for the reader, evoking
empathy and understanding.

. Menacing - suggesting the presence of danger; threatening.

Example: The menacing presence of wolves in the distance serves as a reminder of the
dangers that lurk in the wild.

. Savage - fierce, violent, and uncontrolled.

Example: The savage nature of the wilderness reveals the raw power and beauty of Buck's new
environment.

Companionship - the feeling of fellowship or friendship.

Example: The companionship among the sled dogs highlights the themes of loyalty and
survival in harsh conditions.



The Importance of Vocabulary in Character
Development

The vocabulary in "The Call of the Wild" not only serves to paint a vivid picture of the setting and
events but also plays a significant role in character development. The words chosen by London
reflect the transformation of Buck from a domesticated pet to a wild creature guided by instinct.

How Vocabulary Reflects Buck's Transformation

As Buck journeys through the wilderness, the vocabulary associated with him changes dramatically.
Early on, words like "comfort" and "obedience" describe his life in California, while later, terms like
"wilderness," "survival," and "dominance" come to define his new reality.
e Early Vocabulary:
o Comfortable

o Obedient

o Security

e Latter Vocabulary:
o Predator
o Alpha

o Instinctual

This shift in vocabulary underscores Buck's internal struggle and growth. As he faces challenges and
learns to rely on his instincts, the words that define him evolve, mirroring his journey from
domestication to embracing his true nature.

Enhancing Your Reading Experience with Vocabulary

To enhance your understanding and enjoyment of "The Call of the Wild," consider the following
strategies for engaging with the vocabulary:



1. Create a Vocabulary Journal

Start a journal to record unfamiliar words, their definitions, and sentences where they appear in the
novel. This will help reinforce your understanding as you read.

2. Use Flashcards

Make flashcards for key vocabulary words. On one side, write the word; on the other, provide its
definition and an example sentence. Review these cards regularly to reinforce your learning.

3. Discuss with Others

Engage in discussions with fellow readers about the vocabulary and how it relates to the characters
and themes. This collaborative approach can deepen your understanding and appreciation of the
text.

4. Explore Synonyms and Antonyms

For each vocabulary word, explore synonyms and antonyms to expand your understanding and
usage of the language. This can enhance your writing and speaking skills as well.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Call of the Wild vocabulary words are integral to the novel's richness and depth.
By understanding and engaging with these words, readers can gain a greater appreciation for Jack
London's literary craftsmanship and the powerful themes explored in the story. As Buck navigates
the challenges of the wild, so too can readers navigate the complexities of language and meaning,
ultimately enriching their reading experience. Whether you are a student, a teacher, or a passionate
reader, delving into the vocabulary of "The Call of the Wild" will undoubtedly enhance your journey
through this iconic narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'primordial' mean in the context of 'The
Call of the Wild'?

Primordial refers to something that is ancient or original, often relating to the basic instincts and
natural behaviors that are inherent in animals, which is a central theme in the novel.



How is the word 'sledge’ significant in 'The Call of the Wild'?

A sledge is a type of sled used to transport goods over snow, and it is significant in the story as Buck
is involved in pulling a sledge, which showcases his strength and adaptability in the harsh
environment.

What does 'feral' imply about Buck's transformation
throughout the novel?

Feral describes an animal that has returned to a wild state from domestication, illustrating Buck's
transformation as he embraces his wild instincts and heritage as he adapts to life in the wilderness.

In 'The Call of the Wild', what does the term 'instinct’' reveal
about the characters?

Instinct refers to innate behaviors that animals exhibit, and in the novel, it reveals how Buck and
other animals rely on their instincts for survival, showcasing the contrast between domesticated and
wild life.

What role does the word 'pack’ play in the dynamics of the
story?

The word 'pack’ refers to a group of animals, particularly wolves, that work together. In the story, it
highlights the importance of social structure and cooperation in the wild, which Buck learns to
navigate.

How does the term 'domestication' relate to Buck's journey in
the novel?

Domestication refers to the process of taming a wild animal for human use. Buck's journey reflects
the struggle and eventual rejection of domestication as he reconnects with his wild ancestry.

What does 'alpha’ signify in the context of animal behavior in
‘The Call of the Wild'?

Alpha signifies the dominant individual in a pack, often holding leadership and authority. In the
novel, Buck's rise to become the alpha dog illustrates his development and mastery of survival in the
wild.
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