
Cat 287b Skid Steer Manual

Cat 287B Skid Steer Manual is an essential resource for operators and technicians who
want to maximize the efficiency and lifespan of the Cat 287B skid steer loader. This robust
machine is designed for various applications, including construction, landscaping, and
agriculture. Understanding the manual is crucial for proper operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting. This article will delve into the key features of the Cat 287B skid steer, its
operational guidelines, maintenance practices, safety tips, and troubleshooting advice, all
derived from the comprehensive manual.

Overview of the Cat 287B Skid Steer

The Cat 287B is a versatile and powerful compact track loader that combines exceptional
performance with advanced technology. Key features include:

- Engine Performance: The Cat 287B is equipped with a powerful diesel engine that
provides ample horsepower for demanding tasks.
- Hydraulic System: The hydraulic system offers superior lift capacity and breakout force,
allowing for efficient material handling.
- Compact Design: The compact design of the Cat 287B ensures maneuverability in tight
spaces, making it suitable for urban and rural applications.
- Operator Comfort: The operator's cab is designed for comfort and visibility, featuring
ergonomic controls and ample legroom.

Operational Guidelines

To operate the Cat 287B effectively, it is essential to follow the guidelines outlined in the
Cat 287B Skid Steer Manual. Below are some critical operational tips:



Pre-Operation Checklist

Before starting the machine, ensure that the following checks are performed:

1. Inspection of Fluid Levels:
- Engine oil
- Hydraulic fluid
- Coolant
- Fuel

2. Visual Inspection:
- Check for leaks or damage to hoses and belts.
- Inspect tires or tracks for wear.

3. Operational Controls:
- Ensure that all controls are functioning correctly.
- Test the emergency stop button.

4. Safety Equipment:
- Ensure that seat belts are functional.
- Confirm that all safety guards are in place.

Starting the Machine

To start the Cat 287B, follow these steps:

1. Enter the operator's cab and secure your seatbelt.
2. Insert the key and turn it to the "Start" position.
3. Allow the glow plugs (if equipped) to heat up before starting.
4. Monitor the dashboard for any warning lights.

Operating Techniques

- Load Handling: Use smooth and controlled movements when lifting loads to maintain
stability.
- Traveling: Avoid sudden acceleration or braking. Use slow, steady movements to
navigate uneven terrain.
- Attachment Use: Familiarize yourself with various attachments and their operation to
optimize performance.

Maintenance Practices

Regular maintenance is vital for the longevity and efficiency of the Cat 287B. The Cat
287B Skid Steer Manual provides detailed instructions on maintenance tasks, which



include:

Daily Maintenance

Perform the following checks daily before use:

- Fluid Checks: Check engine oil, hydraulic fluid, and coolant levels.
- Cleanliness: Keep the machine clean from dirt and debris, especially around the radiator
and air intake.
- Tire/Track Inspection: Inspect for wear and damage, ensuring proper inflation or tension.

Weekly Maintenance

- Greasing: Apply grease to all pivot points and fittings to reduce wear.
- Air Filter Inspection: Check and clean the air filter to ensure optimal engine
performance.

Monthly Maintenance

- Oil Change: Change engine oil and oil filter as per the manual recommendations.
- Hydraulic System Check: Inspect hydraulic hoses for signs of wear or leaks.

Annual Maintenance

- Comprehensive Inspection: Conduct a thorough inspection of the entire machine.
- Replace Fuel and Hydraulic Filters: Change filters as recommended by the manual for
optimal performance.

Safety Tips

Safety is paramount when operating any heavy machinery, including the Cat 287B. The
Cat 287B Skid Steer Manual includes crucial safety guidelines:

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Always wear the appropriate PPE, which includes:

- Hard hat
- Safety goggles



- Steel-toed boots
- High-visibility clothing
- Hearing protection

Operational Safety

- Stay Aware of Surroundings: Always be aware of your environment and any potential
hazards.
- Load Capacity: Do not exceed the rated load capacity of the machine.
- Avoid Slopes: Exercise caution when operating on slopes or unstable ground.

Emergency Procedures

Familiarize yourself with emergency procedures, including:

1. Emergency Stop: Know how to quickly stop the machine in case of an emergency.
2. Evacuation Plan: Have a clear evacuation plan in case of fire or mechanical failure.
3. First Aid Kit: Keep a first aid kit readily available and ensure all operators know its
location.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with diligent care and maintenance, issues can arise with the Cat 287B. The Cat
287B Skid Steer Manual provides comprehensive troubleshooting advice. Here are some
common problems and solutions:

Engine Won't Start

- Check Battery: Ensure the battery is charged and connections are secure.
- Fuel Supply: Confirm there is adequate fuel in the tank.
- Ignition System: Inspect the ignition system for faults.

Poor Hydraulic Performance

- Fluid Levels: Check hydraulic fluid levels and top off if necessary.
- Leaks: Inspect hoses and connections for leaks or damage.
- Filter Clogs: Replace hydraulic filters if clogged.



Unusual Noises During Operation

- Inspect Components: Check for loose or damaged components causing the noise.
- Lubrication: Ensure all moving parts are adequately lubricated.

Conclusion

The Cat 287B Skid Steer Manual serves as an indispensable guide for operators and
maintenance personnel. By adhering to the outlined operational guidelines, maintenance
practices, safety tips, and troubleshooting advice, users can ensure the machine operates
efficiently and safely. Understanding the features and functions of the Cat 287B not only
enhances productivity but also prolongs the life of the equipment, making it a valuable
asset for any construction or agricultural project. Always reference the manual for specific
guidelines and detailed instructions tailored to your machine.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Cat 287B skid steer manual?
The Cat 287B skid steer manual can be found on the official Caterpillar website in the
support section, or you can purchase a physical copy from authorized Cat dealers.

What are the key specifications mentioned in the Cat
287B skid steer manual?
The manual includes specifications such as engine type, horsepower, operating weight,
hydraulic system details, and dimensions of the Cat 287B skid steer.

How often should I refer to the Cat 287B skid steer
manual for maintenance?
It's recommended to refer to the manual regularly, especially during scheduled
maintenance intervals, to ensure proper upkeep and to follow the manufacturer's
guidelines.

Does the Cat 287B skid steer manual include
troubleshooting tips?
Yes, the manual includes a troubleshooting section that outlines common issues, potential
causes, and recommended solutions for the Cat 287B skid steer.

Is there a digital version of the Cat 287B skid steer



manual available?
Yes, a digital version of the Cat 287B skid steer manual is often available for download in
PDF format from the Caterpillar website or through authorized dealers.

What safety precautions are outlined in the Cat 287B
skid steer manual?
The manual outlines several safety precautions including wearing appropriate personal
protective equipment (PPE), ensuring all operators are trained, and adhering to safe
operation practices.
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Find the essential Cat 287B skid steer manual to maximize your machine's performance. Learn more
about maintenance
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