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a novel

Calling Me Home Julie Kibler is a profound novel that explores the themes of love,
friendship, and the complexities of racial divides in America. Set against the backdrop of
both contemporary and historical settings, Julie Kibler's narrative intertwines the lives of
two women from vastly different backgrounds, revealing their struggles, strengths, and
the bonds that tie them together. This article delves into the key themes, characters, and
the overall impact of "Calling Me Home," providing a comprehensive understanding of this
poignant work.



About the Author: Julie Kibler

Julie Kibler is a talented author known for her ability to weave intricate narratives that
tackle social issues through the lens of personal relationships. With a background in
writing and an interest in history, Kibler has a unique perspective that allows her to create
authentic characters and compelling storylines. "Calling Me Home" is one of her most
acclaimed works, earning praise for its emotional depth and thought-provoking themes.

Plot Overview

"Calling Me Home" is a dual narrative that shifts between the present day and the past,
centering around the lives of two women: Dorrie and a young African American man
named Thomas.

Present Day: Dorrie's Journey

In the contemporary storyline, we follow Dorrie, a middle-aged white woman grappling
with her own identity and her past. She is a complex character who has endured personal
loss and struggles with her family's history. As Dorrie embarks on a road trip with her
elderly friend, she confronts her own prejudices and the societal norms that shaped her
upbringing.

Historical Context: The Past of Thomas

Thomas, a young African American man, represents the historical struggles of the African
American community. His story unfolds in the 1930s, revealing the harsh realities of racial
discrimination and the quest for love amidst societal constraints. Through Thomas's
experiences, Kibler poignantly illustrates the pain of separation and the yearning for
acceptance.

Key Themes

"Calling Me Home" is rich in themes that resonate deeply with readers. Below are some of
the most significant themes explored in the novel:

Racial Identity and Prejudice

One of the central themes of "Calling Me Home" is the exploration of racial identity and
the impact of prejudice. The novel highlights how societal norms and personal biases can
shape relationships and individual lives. Kibler effectively portrays the struggles faced by



characters like Thomas, who grapple with their identity in a prejudiced society.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Dorrie and her elderly friend serves as a testament to the power of
friendship and loyalty. Their journey together symbolizes the importance of
companionship and understanding, regardless of age or background. This theme reflects
the idea that true friendship transcends societal barriers.

Love and Sacrifice

Love is another prominent theme in the novel, particularly the sacrifices individuals make
for the sake of love. Thomas's story reveals the lengths to which people will go to protect

those they care about. This theme is intricately woven into the narrative, showcasing the

beauty and pain of love in the face of adversity.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Calling Me Home" are well-developed and multi-dimensional, each
contributing to the overarching narrative in significant ways.

Dorrie

Dorrie is a compelling protagonist whose journey of self-discovery is central to the novel.
Her character evolution is marked by moments of reflection and growth, as she confronts
her own biases and learns to embrace the complexities of love and friendship. Dorrie's
struggles with her past make her relatable and provide a lens through which readers can
explore their own beliefs and prejudices.

Thomas

Thomas serves as a poignant representation of the historical struggles faced by African
Americans. His character embodies resilience and hope, even in the face of overwhelming
challenges. Through his story, Kibler highlights the importance of understanding history
and its impact on present-day relationships.

The Elderly Friend

The elderly friend accompanying Dorrie on her journey plays a crucial role in guiding her



through her reflections. This character serves as a mentor and a source of wisdom,
helping Dorrie navigate her complex emotions. Their interactions are filled with humor
and warmth, emphasizing the importance of intergenerational relationships.

Writing Style and Structure

Julie Kibler's writing style in "Calling Me Home" is both lyrical and poignant. The dual
narrative structure allows readers to engage with the characters' stories from different
time periods, providing a rich reading experience. Kibler's use of vivid imagery and
emotional prose draws readers into the world of the characters, making their experiences
feel tangible and real.

Use of Flashbacks

The incorporation of flashbacks adds depth to the narrative, allowing readers to
understand the historical context that shapes the characters' lives. This technique
effectively bridges the gap between past and present, emphasizing the enduring impact of
history on individual identities.

Impact and Reception

"Calling Me Home" has received widespread acclaim for its sensitive portrayal of race
relations and its exploration of complex human emotions. Readers have praised Kibler for
her ability to tackle difficult subjects with grace and empathy.

Critical Acclaim

The novel has garnered positive reviews from literary critics and readers alike, often
highlighting the following aspects:

- Emotional Depth: Many readers find the emotional journey of the characters to be
profoundly moving, resonating with their own experiences.

- Social Commentary: The exploration of racial issues is timely and relevant, prompting
discussions on prejudice and acceptance.

- Relatable Characters: Readers appreciate the complexity of the characters, making them
feel genuine and relatable.

Reader Reception

The reception among readers has been overwhelmingly positive, with many sharing their
reflections on social media and book clubs. The themes of love, friendship, and the fight



against prejudice resonate with a diverse audience, sparking meaningful conversations
about race and identity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Calling Me Home" by Julie Kibler is a powerful exploration of love,
friendship, and the complexities of racial identity. Through the intertwining stories of
Dorrie and Thomas, Kibler sheds light on the enduring impact of history on contemporary
relationships and challenges readers to confront their own biases. The novel's emotional
depth, relatable characters, and thoughtful themes make it a significant contribution to
modern literature, encouraging readers to reflect on the importance of understanding and
empathy in a divided world. With its rich narrative and poignant messages, "Calling Me
Home" stands as a testament to the enduring power of human connection, regardless of
the barriers that may exist.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Calling Me Home' by Julie
Kibler?

The main theme of 'Calling Me Home' is the exploration of love, friendship, and the
complexities of race relations in America, particularly during the 1930s.

Who are the central characters in 'Calling Me Home'?

The central characters are Dorrie, a young African American woman, and her elderly
white caretaker, Kat. Their relationship drives the narrative and explores their shared
pasts.

What is the significance of the title 'Calling Me Home"'?

The title 'Calling Me Home' symbolizes the longing for belonging, the search for one's
roots, and the emotional ties that connect individuals to their past and heritage.

How does Julie Kibler address the issue of race in
'‘Calling Me Home"?

Julie Kibler addresses race through the lens of Dorrie's experiences and struggles in a
racially divided society, highlighting the impact of systemic racism on personal
relationships.

What role does the setting play in ‘Calling Me Home"'?

The setting, primarily in the rural South during the 1930s, plays a crucial role in shaping
the characters' experiences and the societal norms that influence their choices.



Is 'Calling Me Home' based on a true story?

While 'Calling Me Home' is a work of fiction, it is inspired by real historical events and
personal stories related to race and love in America.

What literary techniques does Julie Kibler use in
'‘Calling Me Home'?

Kibler employs flashbacks, dual narratives, and rich character development to weave
together past and present, enhancing the emotional depth of the story.

How has 'Calling Me Home' been received by readers
and critics?

The novel has been well-received, praised for its poignant storytelling, character
development, and its sensitive handling of difficult themes.

What can readers learn from 'Calling Me Home'?

Readers can learn about the complexities of love across racial divides, the importance of
understanding history, and the value of empathy and compassion in human relationships.

Are there any notable quotes from 'Calling Me Home'?

Yes, the book contains several poignant quotes that reflect its themes of love, loss, and
resilience, capturing the essence of the characters' journeys.
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