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Call Of Cthulhu Hp Lovecraft

is a

one of the most renowned works of H.P. Lovecraft,
cornerstone of cosmic horror literature. Written in 1928 and first published

Call of Cthulhu,



in the pulp magazine "Weird Tales", this short story encapsulates Lovecraft's
unique blend of horror, science fiction, and existential dread. The narrative
introduces readers to a universe filled with ancient deities, unfathomable
truths, and the fragility of human sanity. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the themes, characters, and lasting impact of "Call
of Cthulhu".

The Plot Overview

"Call of Cthulhu" is structured as a found manuscript, a common technique in
Lovecraft's work that enhances the story's authenticity and immersion. The
narrative unfolds through three distinct parts:

1. The Horror from the Sea

The story begins with the protagonist, Francis Wayland Thurston, who
discovers his grand-uncle's notes and sketches. These documents detail a
mysterious cult that worships Cthulhu, an ancient cosmic entity. Thurston
learns about the cult's rituals and their connection to a strange idol known
as the Cthulhu idol, which is said to be a representation of the being
itself.

2. The Tale of Inspector Legrasse

The second segment recounts a police inspector’s investigation into a cult
gathering in the swamps of Louisiana. Inspector Legrasse encounters a group
of individuals practicing dark rites, invoking Cthulhu and other ancient
entities. This part of the story deepens the reader’s understanding of the
cult’s influence and its implications on society.

3. The Madness from the Stars

The final section introduces the account of an artist, Henry Anthony Wilcox,
who experiences disturbing dreams of Cthulhu. These dreams tie into the
broader cosmic horror that Lovecraft masterfully portrays. The dread of the
unknown is palpable as the narrative reveals that Cthulhu lies dormant
beneath the Pacific Ocean, waiting to rise again.

Key Themes in "Call of Cthulhu"

"Call of Cthulhu" is rich with themes that resonate throughout Lovecraft's



body of work. Here are some of the most significant themes present in the
story:

1. Cosmic Horror

At the heart of "Call of Cthulhu" is the theme of cosmic horror—-the idea that
humanity is insignificant in the grand scheme of the universe. Lovecraft
explores the notion that there are ancient, powerful beings beyond human
comprehension, and their existence poses a threat to human reason and sanity.
Cthulhu embodies this concept: a creature so alien and powerful that merely
learning of its existence can drive a person to madness.

2. The Fragility of Sanity

Throughout the story, characters confront the limits of human understanding.
The overwhelming knowledge of Cthulhu and the cult leads to a deterioration
of mental stability. Lovecraft illustrates how the pursuit of knowledge can
lead to despair and madness, suggesting that some truths are better left
undiscovered.

3. The Role of the Unknown

Lovecraft's work often emphasizes the fear of the unknown. In "Call of
Cthulhu", the most chilling aspects are not necessarily the grotesque details
of the creature but rather the implications of what is not known. The idea
that there are vast, unknowable forces at play in the universe creates an
atmosphere of unease and dread.

Characters in "Call of Cthulhu"

Despite its complex narrative structure, "Call of Cthulhu" features a few key
characters that drive the story:

e Francis Wayland Thurston: The story’s narrator and investigator, who
uncovers the dark secrets surrounding Cthulhu.

e Henry Anthony Wilcox: An artist who experiences terrifying dreams of the
cosmic entity, representing the impact of Cthulhu on creative minds.

e Inspector Legrasse: A police officer who gathers evidence of the cult’s
activities, showcasing the intersection of the mundane and the
supernatural.



While the characters may not be as fleshed out as those in other literary
works, their experiences serve to illustrate the story's themes and heighten
the sense of dread.

The Influence of "Call of Cthulhu"

"Call of Cthulhu" has had a profound impact on both literature and popular
culture. Its themes and stylistic elements have influenced countless authors,
filmmakers, and creators across various mediums.

1. Influence on Literature

The story has inspired a whole subgenre of horror known as "cosmic horror,"
characterized by the themes of insignificance and the unknown. Authors like
Thomas Ligotti, Caitlin R. Kiernan, and Ramsey Campbell have drawn from
Lovecraft’s work, expanding on the ideas he introduced.

2. Impact on Gaming

"Call of Cthulhu" also played a significant role in the development of
tabletop role-playing games. The "Call of Cthulhu" RPG, first published in
1981, allows players to investigate the mysteries of Lovecraft’s universe,
often facing madness and death as they confront the horrors within. The
game's mechanics emphasize investigation and the psychological toll of
confronting cosmic truths.

3. Adaptations and Media

The narrative has been adapted into numerous films, comics, and video games.
Various adaptations have sought to capture the essence of Lovecraft's
storytelling, although they often struggle to convey the same sense of
existential dread found in the original text. Notable adaptations include
films like "The Call of Cthulhu" (2005) and "The Dunwich Horror" (1970),
which attempt to bring Lovecraft's vision to life.

Conclusion

"Call of Cthulhu" by H.P. Lovecraft remains a seminal work in the horror
genre, encapsulating the essence of cosmic terror and the fragility of human
sanity. Through its intricate narrative structure, compelling themes, and



enduring characters, the story continues to resonate with readers and
creators alike. Lovecraft's exploration of the unknown and the insignificance
of humanity in the face of ancient horrors challenges us to confront our
deepest fears and the limitations of our understanding. As we navigate a
world filled with uncertainty, "Call of Cthulhu" serves as a reminder of the
mysteries that lie beyond our comprehension, echoing in the shadows of our
collective consciousness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of H.P. Lovecraft's 'Call
of Cthulhu'?

The main premise revolves around the discovery of ancient cosmic horrors that
exist beyond human comprehension, specifically the awakening of the Great 0Old
One, Cthulhu, who lies in a death-like slumber beneath the Pacific Ocean.

How does 'Call of Cthulhu' reflect Lovecraft's views
on humanity's place in the universe?

Lovecraft's 'Call of Cthulhu' reflects his view that humanity is
insignificant in the grand scheme of the cosmos and that there are ancient
and powerful entities that can easily disrupt the fragile fabric of reality.

What literary techniques does Lovecraft use in 'Call
of Cthulhu' to create a sense of dread?

Lovecraft employs unreliable narrators, fragmented storytelling, and a focus
on atmosphere and mood to evoke feelings of dread and cosmic horror, making
readers question the nature of reality and sanity.

What role do the 'Great O0ld Ones' play in
Lovecraft's 'Call of Cthulhu'?

The 'Great 0ld Ones' are ancient, god-like beings that exist outside of
normal human understanding, representing the ultimate horror and chaos that
can be unleashed upon the world, with Cthulhu being the most iconic among
them.

Why is 'Call of Cthulhu' considered a seminal work
in the horror genre?

It is considered seminal due to its profound influence on the horror genre,
establishing themes of cosmic horror, the insignificance of humanity, and the
exploration of forbidden knowledge, which have inspired countless writers and
creators.



How has 'Call of Cthulhu' influenced modern media
and pop culture?

The story has inspired a vast array of media, including films, games, and
tabletop RPGs, leading to the creation of the 'Cthulhu Mythos', which
continues to be a popular reference point in horror and science fiction.
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