
Cary House Hotel History

Cary House Hotel history is a fascinating journey that intertwines the rich
traditions of hospitality with the vibrant culture of California's Gold Rush
era. Nestled in the historic town of Placerville, this hotel has stood the
test of time, evolving from a modest lodging house to a cherished landmark.
Throughout its storied past, Cary House Hotel has welcomed countless guests,
each leaving their own mark on its legacy. In this article, we will explore
the captivating history of Cary House Hotel, its architectural significance,
and the unique experiences it offers today.

Origins of Cary House Hotel

The history of Cary House Hotel dates back to the mid-19th century, during
the peak of the California Gold Rush. Founded in 1857 by a visionary named
John Cary, the hotel was originally intended to provide comfort to weary
travelers and miners seeking fortune in the nearby Sierra Nevada mountains.

Construction and Early Years

- Year Established: 1857
- Founder: John Cary



- Initial Purpose: Lodging for miners and travelers

The hotel was constructed using local materials, giving it a rustic charm
that was both inviting and practical. The original structure featured wooden
beams and a simple design, which was typical for the era. As the Gold Rush
attracted thousands of prospectors to the region, Cary House quickly became a
hub of activity, offering meals and lodging.

Architectural Evolution

Over the years, Cary House Hotel underwent several renovations and
expansions, transforming it into the elegant establishment we see today.

Victorian Influences

During the late 19th century, the hotel adopted a more Victorian style. Key
changes included:

- Addition of Victorian Decor: Intricately designed moldings, wallpaper, and
furnishings were added to enhance the hotel's aesthetic.
- Expansion of Guest Rooms: The number of rooms increased to accommodate a
growing clientele, reflecting the demand for comfortable lodging in the
bustling town.

These updates not only improved the hotel's visual appeal but also elevated
the level of service and comfort for guests.

Modern Renovations

In the 20th century, Cary House Hotel continued to evolve. Notable
renovations included:

- Restoration of Historic Features: Efforts were made to preserve the hotel's
original charm while updating amenities to meet modern standards.
- Incorporation of Modern Comforts: Air conditioning, Wi-Fi, and contemporary
bathrooms were added, ensuring guests enjoyed a comfortable stay without
sacrificing historical authenticity.

Cary House Hotel: A Hub of History

The Cary House Hotel has been a silent witness to numerous historical events
and has hosted a variety of notable figures over the decades.

Historical Significance

- Location: Situated on the historic Highway 49, the hotel played a vital
role in the Gold Rush era.
- A Gathering Place: It served as a social hub where miners and townsfolk



would gather to share stories, news, and celebrate milestones.

The hotel’s walls are steeped in stories of adventure, aspiration, and
community, making it more than just a place to stay.

Notable Guests and Events

Throughout its history, Cary House Hotel has welcomed several distinguished
guests, including:

- Local Miners and Prospectors: Many gold seekers who struck it rich have
passed through the hotel's doors.
- Historical Figures: Politicians, artists, and writers seeking inspiration
in the Sierra Nevada region have also enjoyed the hospitality of Cary House.

The hotel has also been the site of various events ranging from community
gatherings to weddings, further cementing its role as a cornerstone of local
culture.

Ghost Stories and Legends

As with many historic hotels, Cary House has its share of ghost stories and
legends, which add to its charm and allure.

Paranormal Activity

Many guests and staff members have reported unexplained phenomena, leading to
the hotel's reputation as one of the most haunted locations in California.
Some of the notable experiences include:

- Mysterious Sounds: Footsteps, laughter, and voices have been heard in empty
hallways.
- Sightings of Apparitions: Guests have reported seeing shadowy figures and
experiencing sudden drops in temperature.

These ghostly encounters have made Cary House Hotel a popular destination for
ghost hunters and those intrigued by the supernatural.

Current Offerings and Experiences

Today, Cary House Hotel continues to thrive as a beloved destination for
travelers seeking a unique blend of history and modern hospitality.

Accommodations

The hotel offers a variety of room types, each reflecting its historical
roots while providing modern comforts:



- Standard Rooms: Comfortable accommodations with vintage decor.
- Suites: More spacious options featuring sitting areas and upgraded
amenities.

Dining and Amenities

Cary House Hotel is also home to a restaurant that serves delicious local
cuisine, allowing guests to savor the flavors of the region. Other amenities
include:

- Free Wi-Fi: Available throughout the hotel for guests' convenience.
- Event Spaces: Perfect for weddings, conferences, and social gatherings.

Exploring Placerville

Guests at Cary House Hotel are ideally situated to explore the rich history
of Placerville, including:

- Historic Main Street: Featuring shops, restaurants, and galleries that
reflect the town's Gold Rush heritage.
- Wine Country: The nearby Sierra Foothills are home to numerous wineries,
offering tastings and tours.

Conclusion

The Cary House Hotel history is a testament to the resilience of a bygone
era, encapsulating the spirit of the Gold Rush while evolving to meet
contemporary needs. Its storied past, architectural beauty, and unique
experiences make it a must-visit destination for anyone interested in
California's rich history. Whether you're drawn in by the whispers of the
past or the comfort of modern amenities, Cary House Hotel promises a
memorable stay that honors its illustrious heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the Cary House Hotel originally built?
The Cary House Hotel was originally built in 1857.

What was the original purpose of the Cary House
Hotel?
The original purpose of the Cary House Hotel was to serve as a lodging for
travelers and miners during the Gold Rush era.

Where is the Cary House Hotel located?
The Cary House Hotel is located in Placerville, California.



Has the Cary House Hotel been renovated since its
opening?
Yes, the Cary House Hotel has undergone several renovations to modernize its
facilities while preserving its historic charm.

What architectural style is the Cary House Hotel
known for?
The Cary House Hotel is known for its Victorian architectural style.

Is the Cary House Hotel considered haunted?
Yes, the Cary House Hotel is often cited as one of the most haunted hotels in
California, with numerous ghost sightings reported by guests.

What notable events took place at the Cary House
Hotel during the Gold Rush?
During the Gold Rush, the Cary House Hotel hosted many famous figures and
served as a social hub for miners and travelers.

Can you still see historical artifacts in the Cary
House Hotel?
Yes, the Cary House Hotel displays various historical artifacts and
photographs that reflect its rich history.

What amenities does the Cary House Hotel offer today?
Today, the Cary House Hotel offers modern amenities such as free Wi-Fi, a
complimentary breakfast, and comfortable guest rooms.

Is the Cary House Hotel part of a historic district?
Yes, the Cary House Hotel is part of the historic district of Placerville,
which is recognized for its significance during the Gold Rush.
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