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Candidate Evaluation Mame: **TEACHER KEY*®*

Vocabulary. select the correct word to complete each sentence.

_C_L. During & debate, candidates disouss their Wiews on varkous _

_B_2. One way to see how other people plan on voting is to check out the maost
recent .

B) eginion polls k)

Rl

Fundraising dinners ry torase money from ___ bouse in the
candidates’ campaigns.

C) issues

_E_4, The League of Women Vobers is an example of a ___ arganization,
one that does not support one political party over anather,
D) contributors
_A 5. Candicdates seek __from large organizations, celebrities and
E) nonpadtizan J other big name companies.
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Tha Steps. Put the steps you have leamed about in the carmect onder
—4__ Find out what other peophe think.
24 Research the candidates’ positions on the issues.
_5__ Grade the candsdates and decide!
—3__ Learn about the candidates’ leadership skills and qualifications.
__ 'What do youy think about things?

Resources. Match the information with the source! (Each Source will have maone than oné pieoe af
information

-

The Candidate ) fm Media The Public Record
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&) Evening news sory on the upcaming dection

B) Page on a candidabe’s website that talks about the candidate’s qualifications and kills

C) Record of a candidate’s voting history whan he or ghe was in office

D) Prime-tame televidon debate bebwien the 1Op two condedates

E} Posteard from the candidabe’s campasgn team outlining where the candidate stands on the isswes
F) You get the chance to speak to a candidate at a town hall meeting and ask a few questions

G) Visit a nonpartisan website that compares the hwo leading candidates before an election

H) The candidates ame interviewed on a very popular moming talk show
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Candidate evaluation icivics answer key is a crucial tool for educators and
students alike, especially in the context of teaching civics and government.
The process of evaluating candidates during elections is not only vital for
informed voting but also serves as an educational exercise that enhances
students' understanding of democracy, civic responsibility, and critical
thinking. In this article, we will explore the importance of candidate
evaluation, how the iCivics program supports this process, and provide an
overview of the answer key related to candidate evaluation.

Understanding Candidate Evaluation

Candidate evaluation refers to the systematic assessment of political
candidates based on various criteria, including their policies,
qualifications, character, and past performance. This evaluation is essential



for voters, especially students, to make informed decisions during elections.

The Importance of Candidate Evaluation

Candidate evaluation serves several purposes in the democratic process:

1. Informed Voting: It empowers voters to examine candidates critically,
ensuring that they select representatives who align with their wvalues and
needs.

2. Civic Engagement: Engaging in candidate evaluation fosters civic
responsibility and encourages participation in the electoral process.

3. Analytical Skills Development: Evaluating candidates requires critical
thinking and analytical skills, which are essential for both academic success
and active citizenship.

4. Understanding Government Functioning: Through candidate evaluation,
students gain insights into how government works and the importance of each
candidate's role.

iCivics: A Platform for Civic Education

iCivics is an innovative educational platform founded by former U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor to promote civic education among students.
It provides interactive games, resources, and lesson plans designed to engage
students in the democratic process and enhance their understanding of
government functions.

Features of iCivics

The iCivics platform includes a variety of features that support civic
education, including:

— Interactive Games: These games simulate real-world civic scenarios,
allowing students to experience the democratic process firsthand.

— Lesson Plans: Comprehensive lesson plans help teachers integrate civic
education into their curricula effectively.

— Resources and Assessments: iCivics provides a wealth of resources,
including articles, wvideos, and assessments to help students grasp complex
civic concepts.

Candidate Evaluation in iCivics

One of the key components of the iCivics platform is the focus on candidate
evaluation. This aspect of the curriculum encourages students to analyze and
assess candidates based on various factors.

The Candidate Evaluation Process

The candidate evaluation process in iCivics typically involves the following



steps:

1. Research Candidates: Students gather information about candidates running
for office, including their backgrounds, policies, and positions on key
issues.

2. Analyze Positions: Students evaluate candidates based on their positions
on issues that matter to them and their communities.

3. Discuss and Debate: Engaging in discussions and debates about the
candidates fosters a deeper understanding of different perspectives.

4. Make an Informed Decision: Finally, students make a decision on which
candidate aligns best with their values and beliefs.

Using the iCivics Answer Key

The iCivics answer key for candidate evaluation serves as a resource for
educators to assess student understanding and performance in evaluating
candidates. Here’s how it can be utilized effectively:

— Assessing Student Work: Teachers can use the answer key to evaluate
students’ responses to assignments or assessments related to candidate
evaluation.

- Facilitating Discussions: The answer key can aid in guiding class
discussions, helping students explore why certain answers are correct or
incorrect.

- Identifying Areas for Improvement: By analyzing student responses against
the answer key, educators can identify common misconceptions and areas where
students may need additional support.

Key Components of the iCivics Candidate
Evaluation Answer Key

When examining the answer key for candidate evaluation, several key
components are typically included:

Criteria for Evaluation

The answer key outlines specific criteria that students should consider when
evaluating candidates. These may include:

- Experience and Qualifications: Assessing candidates' professional
backgrounds and relevant experience.

— Policy Positions: Analyzing candidates' positions on critical issues, such
as healthcare, education, and the economy.

— Character and Integrity: Considering candidates' ethical behavior, honesty,
and reputation.

— Electability: Evaluating the candidates' ability to win the election based
on popularity, support, and campaign strategies.



Sample Questions and Answers

The answer key also typically includes sample questions that students may
encounter during the evaluation process, along with model answers. For
instance:

1. Question: What are the candidate's main policy positions?
- Answer: The candidate supports universal healthcare, increased funding for
public education, and environmental protection policies.

2. Question: What qualifications does the candidate have for the position?
— Answer: The candidate has served as a city council member for four years
and has a degree in public administration.

3. Question: How does the candidate's character influence your evaluation?
— Answer: The candidate is known for their transparency and willingness to
engage with constituents, which positively influences my evaluation.

Benefits of Using the iCivics Candidate
Evaluation Answer Key

Utilizing the iCivics answer key for candidate evaluation offers several
benefits:

— Enhanced Learning: Students gain a structured approach to evaluating
candidates, promoting critical thinking and analytical skills.

- Engagement in Civic Discourse: The answer key facilitates meaningful
discussions about candidates, helping students articulate their thoughts and
opinions.

— Preparation for Real-World Voting: Through this exercise, students become
more prepared to participate in elections as informed voters.

Challenges and Considerations

While the iCivics candidate evaluation answer key is a valuable resource,
there are challenges to consider:

- Subjectivity: Candidate evaluation can be subjective, and students may have
differing opinions. Educators should encourage respectful discourse.

— Information Overload: Students may encounter a vast amount of information.

Teaching them how to sift through and prioritize relevant data is essential.

- Bias Awareness: Educators must help students recognize potential biases in

sources when researching candidates.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the candidate evaluation icivics answer key is a vital
educational tool that supports the development of informed, engaged citizens.
By equipping students with the skills to evaluate candidates critically, the
iCivics program fosters a deeper understanding of democratic processes and
civic responsibility. As students navigate the complexities of the electoral



landscape, the candidate evaluation process not only prepares them for voting
but also instills a lifelong commitment to civic engagement and active
participation in democracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the candidate evaluation in
iCivics?
The purpose of candidate evaluation in iCivics is to help students understand

the importance of analyzing candidates' policies, values, and qualifications
in the context of democratic participation.

How can students access the candidate ewvaluation
answer key on iCivics?

Students can access the candidate evaluation answer key on iCivics by logging
into their account and navigating to the appropriate lesson or activity where
the evaluation is featured.

What skills do students develop through candidate
evaluation activities in iCivics?

Students develop critical thinking, analytical skills, and informed decision-
making abilities through candidate evaluation activities in iCivics.

Are the candidate evaluation answers subjective or
objective?

The candidate evaluation answers can be both subjective and objective, as
they often involve personal opinions on candidates' stances as well as
factual information about their policies.

How does candidate ewvaluation relate to civic
engagement ?

Candidate evaluation relates to civic engagement by encouraging students to
become informed voters, understand political processes, and participate
actively in their communities.

What types of information should students consider
when evaluating a candidate?

Students should consider the candidate's background, policy positions, voting
records, public statements, and overall character when evaluating a
candidate.

Can teachers use the candidate evaluation answer key
for classroom discussions?

Yes, teachers can use the candidate evaluation answer key to facilitate
classroom discussions and debates on the effectiveness of different
candidates and their policies.



Is there a specific format for presenting candidate
evaluations in iCivics?

Yes, iCivics provides a structured format for presenting candidate
evaluations, which typically includes sections for summarizing candidates'
positions and comparing their views on key issues.
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