Borrowed Future Viewing Guide Answer Key

Borrowed Future Viewing Guide Answer Key is an essential resource for educators and students
alike, especially those engaging with the documentary "Borrowed Future." This film addresses
pressing issues surrounding student debt and the evolving landscape of education financing in
modern society. For those who may be using a viewing guide to enhance their understanding of the
film, this article serves as a comprehensive answer key, providing insights and discussion points that
can deepen the viewing experience.

Understanding "Borrowed Future"

"Borrowed Future" is a documentary that explores the complexities of student loans and the impact of
higher education on personal and financial futures. It raises critical questions about the value of a
college degree, the burden of debt, and the societal pressures that influence education decisions. The
film combines personal stories, expert interviews, and statistical analyses to illustrate the systemic
issues at play.

Key Themes Explored in the Documentary

1. Student Debt Crisis: The film highlights the staggering statistics surrounding student debt in the
U.S., where millions of graduates struggle under the weight of loans that can exceed $100,000.

2. The Value of a Degree: It questions the traditional belief that a college degree guarantees
economic mobility and success, showcasing stories of individuals who have graduated but find
themselves in financial distress.

3. Alternative Education Paths: The documentary also examines vocational training and other non-
traditional paths that can lead to fulfilling careers without the burden of excessive debt.

4. Policy Implications: "Borrowed Future" discusses the role of government and institutional policies in



perpetuating the student debt crisis, calling for systemic changes to the education financing
landscape.

Using the Viewing Guide

The viewing guide accompanying "Borrowed Future" is designed to provoke thought and discussion
among viewers. It includes a series of questions and prompts that encourage critical engagement with
the film's content. Below is a structured answer key to assist viewers in navigating these questions
effectively.

Answer Key to Viewing Guide Questions

1. What are the main reasons students incur debt?

- Rising Tuition Costs: Increasing tuition fees are a significant factor leading to higher student debt
levels.

- Cost of Living: Many students borrow not just for tuition but for living expenses, which can be
substantial in urban areas.

- Limited Financial Literacy: A lack of understanding about loans and repayment options can lead
students to take on more debt than necessary.

2. How does student debt affect graduates' life choices?

- Career Decisions: Many graduates feel pressured to take jobs that pay well rather than those that
align with their passions or fields of study.

- Personal Life: Student debt can delay major life events such as marriage, home ownership, and
having children due to financial constraints.

- Mental Health: The stress associated with student debt can contribute to anxiety and depression
among graduates.

3. What alternatives to traditional college does the film present?

- Vocational Training: Programs that focus on trade skills, which often lead to well-paying jobs without
requiring a four-year degree.

- Online Learning: The rise of online courses and certifications that can offer education at a lower cost.
- Apprenticeships: Opportunities that combine work experience with education, providing practical
skills and income.

4. What systemic changes does the film advocate for?

- Tuition-Free Community College: The documentary suggests that making community college tuition-
free could alleviate some financial burdens.

- Loan Forgiveness Programs: Advocating for broader access to loan forgiveness for public service
workers and those in need.

- Regulation of For-Profit Colleges: The need for stricter regulations on for-profit institutions that often
leave students with debt and no viable job prospects.



Discussion Points for Further Engagement

After watching "Borrowed Future," viewers can engage in deeper discussions based on the themes
and questions raised in the viewing guide. Here are several points to consider:

- Personal Experiences with Debt: Encourage participants to share their own experiences with student
debt and how it has shaped their life choices.

- Comparative Analysis: Discuss how student debt and education financing in other countries compare
to the U.S. model.

- Future of Education: Speculate on the future of higher education and what it might look like in ten or
twenty years, considering current trends in online learning and vocational training.

Creating a Supportive Environment for Discussion

To foster a productive conversation, consider the following strategies:

- Establish Ground Rules: Encourage respectful listening and open-mindedness. Remind participants
that experiences and viewpoints may vary widely.

- Use a Facilitator: Having a neutral party to guide the discussion can help maintain focus and ensure
all voices are heard.

- Follow Up with Resources: Provide additional reading materials or resources related to the topics
discussed. This can deepen understanding and inspire action.

Conclusion

The "Borrowed Future Viewing Guide Answer Key" serves as a vital tool for educators and students in
navigating the complex issues surrounding student debt and higher education. By engaging with the
film and its accompanying guide, viewers can gain a more profound understanding of the implications
of student debt and consider alternative pathways to education and employment. Ultimately, the
discussion fostered by this documentary can inspire meaningful conversations about the future of
education and the systemic changes needed to create a more equitable landscape for all students.

As the dialogue continues, it is crucial to remain informed and proactive in advocating for change,
ensuring that future generations are not burdened by the same challenges faced today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the 'Borrowed Future'
documentary?

The main theme of 'Borrowed Future' is the exploration of the student debt crisis in the United States
and how it affects young people's futures, specifically examining the societal pressures surrounding
college education.



What are some key statistics presented in '‘Borrowed Future'
regarding student debt?

The documentary presents alarming statistics, including that over 45 million Americans owe a total of
$1.7 trillion in student loan debt, with many graduates unable to find jobs that pay enough to cover
their loans.

How does 'Borrowed Future' suggest addressing the student
debt crisis?

The documentary suggests several approaches to addressing the student debt crisis, including
advocating for greater financial literacy, exploring alternative education paths, and pushing for policy
changes that make college more affordable.

Who are some of the key figures interviewed in 'Borrowed
Future'?

Key figures in the documentary include financial experts, students who are struggling with debt,
educators, and policy advocates who discuss the implications of student loans and potential solutions.

What impact does '‘Borrowed Future' aim to have on its
audience?

The documentary aims to raise awareness about the student debt crisis, encourage discussions about
educational reform, and inspire viewers to take action, whether through advocacy or personal
financial planning.

Is 'Borrowed Future' suitable for all audiences, and what age
group is it targeted towards?

While 'Borrowed Future' can be informative for a wide range of audiences, it is particularly targeted
towards young adults, parents, educators, and policymakers who are directly affected by or involved
in discussions about student debt.
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