
Bond Enthalpy Practice Problems

Bond enthalpy practice problems are an essential aspect of understanding chemical bonding and
reactions. They provide a practical way for students and professionals to apply theoretical
knowledge about bond strengths and the energy changes associated with breaking and forming
chemical bonds. This article will explore the concept of bond enthalpy, provide practice problems,
and offer solutions to enhance comprehension.

Understanding Bond Enthalpy

Bond enthalpy, also known as bond dissociation energy, is defined as the amount of energy required
to break one mole of a specific type of bond in a gaseous substance. It is a measure of the strength
of a chemical bond; higher bond enthalpy values indicate stronger bonds. Bond enthalpies are
typically expressed in kilojoules per mole (kJ/mol).

Why Bond Enthalpy Matters

1. Predicting Reaction Behavior: By knowing the bond enthalpies of reactants and products,
chemists can predict whether a reaction will be exothermic (releases energy) or endothermic
(absorbs energy).

2. Calculating Enthalpy Changes: Bond enthalpy values are vital for calculating the overall energy
change during a chemical reaction. By comparing the total energy required to break bonds in the
reactants to the energy released in forming bonds in the products, we can evaluate the reaction's
feasibility.

3. Understanding Stability: The stability of molecules can be assessed through their bond enthalpies.
Molecules with higher bond enthalpies tend to be more stable.



Bond Enthalpy Practice Problems

To solidify your understanding of bond enthalpy, let’s look at some practice problems. These
problems will require you to use bond enthalpy values to calculate the overall enthalpy change for
various chemical reactions.

Problem 1: Calculating Enthalpy Change for a Reaction

Consider the following reaction:

\[
\text{C}_2\text{H}_6(g) + \text{O}_2(g) \rightarrow \text{CO}_2(g) + \text{H}_2\text{O}(g)
\]

Using the bond enthalpy values below, calculate the enthalpy change for the reaction.

- C-H bond: 412 kJ/mol
- C-C bond: 348 kJ/mol
- O=O bond: 498 kJ/mol
- C=O bond: 799 kJ/mol
- O-H bond: 463 kJ/mol

Step 1: Identify bonds broken and formed.

- Bonds broken:
- 6 C-H bonds in C₂H₆
- 1 O=O bond in O₂

- Bonds formed:
- 2 C=O bonds in CO₂
- 4 O-H bonds in H₂O

Step 2: Calculate total energy for bonds broken and formed.

- Energy required to break bonds:
\[
(6 \times 412) + (1 \times 498) = 2472 + 498 = 2970 \text{ kJ}
\]

- Energy released in forming bonds:
\[
(2 \times 799) + (4 \times 463) = 1598 + 1852 = 3450 \text{ kJ}
\]

Step 3: Calculate the enthalpy change (ΔH).

\[
\Delta H = \text{Energy of bonds broken} - \text{Energy of bonds formed}
\]
\[



\Delta H = 2970 - 3450 = -480 \text{ kJ}
\]

Problem 2: Determining Reaction Type

Given the calculated enthalpy change from Problem 1, determine whether the reaction is exothermic
or endothermic.

Solution

Since ΔH is negative (-480 kJ), the reaction is exothermic. This means that it releases energy to the
surroundings.

Practice Problems for Further Understanding

Here are some additional practice problems. Attempt to solve these on your own before checking the
provided solutions.

Problem 3: Formation of Nitrogen Dioxide

\[
\text{N}_2(g) + 2 \text{O}_2(g) \rightarrow 2 \text{NO}_2(g)
\]

Use the following bond enthalpy values:

- N≡N bond: 941 kJ/mol
- O=O bond: 498 kJ/mol
- N=O bond: 197 kJ/mol

Calculations:
1. Identify bonds broken and formed.
2. Calculate energy for bonds broken and formed.
3. Determine ΔH.

Problem 4: Combustion of Propane

\[
\text{C}_3\text{H}_8(g) + 5 \text{O}_2(g) \rightarrow 3 \text{CO}_2(g) + 4 \text{H}_2\text{O}(g)
\]

Use the following bond enthalpy values:

- C-H bond: 412 kJ/mol
- C-C bond: 348 kJ/mol
- O=O bond: 498 kJ/mol
- C=O bond: 799 kJ/mol
- O-H bond: 463 kJ/mol



Calculations:
1. Identify bonds broken and formed.
2. Calculate energy for bonds broken and formed.
3. Determine ΔH.

Solutions to Further Practice Problems

Solution for Problem 3

Step 1: Identify bonds broken and formed.

- Bonds broken:
- 1 N≡N bond in N₂
- 2 O=O bonds in O₂

- Bonds formed:
- 4 N=O bonds in NO₂

Step 2: Calculate total energy for bonds broken and formed.

- Energy required to break bonds:
\[
(1 \times 941) + (2 \times 498) = 941 + 996 = 1937 \text{ kJ}
\]

- Energy released in forming bonds:
\[
(4 \times 197) = 788 \text{ kJ}
\]

Step 3: Calculate the enthalpy change (ΔH).

\[
\Delta H = 1937 - 788 = 1149 \text{ kJ}
\]

Solution for Problem 4

Step 1: Identify bonds broken and formed.

- Bonds broken in C₃H₈:
- 8 C-H bonds
- 2 C-C bonds
- Bonds broken in O₂:
- 5 O=O bonds

- Bonds formed:
- 6 C=O bonds in CO₂
- 8 O-H bonds in H₂O



Step 2: Calculate total energy for bonds broken and formed.

- Energy required to break bonds:
\[
(8 \times 412) + (2 \times 348) + (5 \times 498) = 3296 + 696 + 2490 = 6482 \text{ kJ}
\]

- Energy released in forming bonds:
\[
(6 \times 799) + (8 \times 463) = 4794 + 3704 = 8498 \text{ kJ}
\]

Step 3: Calculate the enthalpy change (ΔH).

\[
\Delta H = 6482 - 8498 = -2016 \text{ kJ}
\]

Conclusion

Understanding bond enthalpy and practicing with related problems can significantly enhance your
grasp of chemical thermodynamics. By calculating enthalpy changes, you can predict reaction
behaviors and assess the stability of different molecules. Keep practicing with various problems to
build confidence and proficiency in this vital chemistry concept.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is bond enthalpy and why is it important in chemistry?
Bond enthalpy is the amount of energy required to break one mole of a particular type of bond in a
molecule in the gas phase. It is important because it helps predict the stability of molecules, the
energy changes during chemical reactions, and the strength of different bonds.

How do you calculate the enthalpy change for a reaction using
bond enthalpies?
To calculate the enthalpy change for a reaction using bond enthalpies, you subtract the total bond
enthalpies of the bonds formed in the products from the total bond enthalpies of the bonds broken in
the reactants: ΔH = Σ(Bonds broken) - Σ(Bonds formed).

What are the typical bond enthalpy values for single, double,
and triple bonds?
Generally, bond enthalpies increase from single to double to triple bonds. For example, single C-H
bonds are around 413 kJ/mol, double C=C bonds are about 610 kJ/mol, and triple C≡C bonds can
exceed 839 kJ/mol.



Why are bond enthalpies average values, and how can they
affect calculations?
Bond enthalpies are average values because they are derived from various compounds where the
same type of bond can exist in different environments. This averaging can lead to less precise
calculations when predicting the enthalpy change for reactions involving highly variable bond
environments.

Can bond enthalpy values be used to compare the stability of
different molecules?
Yes, bond enthalpy values can be used to compare the stability of different molecules. Generally,
molecules with higher bond enthalpy values are more stable due to stronger bonds, while those with
lower values are less stable.

What are some common mistakes when solving bond enthalpy
practice problems?
Common mistakes include forgetting to account for all bonds broken and formed, using incorrect
bond enthalpy values, and miscalculating the total energy change by not properly summing the
energies involved in the reaction.
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