
Brian Mclaren A New Kind Of Christianity

Brian McLaren: A New Kind of Christianity has become a significant topic in
contemporary religious discussions. As a prominent voice in the emergent
church movement, Brian McLaren has challenged traditional notions of
Christianity, promoting a vision that seeks to reconcile faith with the
complexities of modern life. His work encourages believers to rethink their
understanding of faith, spirituality, and community in a rapidly changing
world. This article delves into McLaren's ideas, the impact of his work, and
the broader implications for Christianity in the 21st century.

Background of Brian McLaren

Early Life and Education

Brian McLaren was born on May 5, 1956, in the United States. He grew up in a
conservative Christian environment, which shaped his initial understanding of
faith. After earning his bachelor’s degree in English from the University of
Maryland, McLaren pursued a career in church planting and ministry. His
experiences in various church settings propelled him to engage with the
broader cultural shifts that were taking place in society.

The Emergent Church Movement

McLaren is often associated with the emergent church movement, which emerged
in the late 1990s and early 2000s. This movement sought to address the needs
of a postmodern society by reimagining traditional Christian practices and
teachings. Key characteristics of the emergent church include:



1. Inclusivity: Emphasizing a welcoming stance towards diverse beliefs and
practices.
2. Dialogue: Fostering conversations about faith that include differing
perspectives.
3. Social Justice: Prioritizing issues of justice, peace, and environmental
stewardship.
4. Deconstruction: Encouraging believers to question and reassess traditional
doctrines and practices.

McLaren’s role in this movement has made him a controversial figure among
traditionalists, yet a beacon of hope for many who feel disconnected from
conventional expressions of faith.

Core Ideas in "A New Kind of Christianity"

Brian McLaren’s book, "A New Kind of Christianity," published in 2010, lays
out his vision for a reformed approach to Christian belief. The book
addresses ten questions that McLaren believes are essential for Christians to
consider in the modern age.

Ten Essential Questions

1. What is the overarching story of the Bible?
- McLaren argues that the Bible should be viewed as a narrative that reveals
a God who is deeply involved in the world, rather than a collection of rules
or doctrines.

2. How should we understand the authority of the Bible?
- He encourages a more nuanced interpretation of scripture, advocating for
its historical and cultural context to shape understanding.

3. What is the nature of God?
- McLaren presents a vision of God that is loving and inclusive, challenging
the notion of a punitive deity.

4. What is the role of Jesus?
- He emphasizes Jesus as a figure of peace and reconciliation, rather than
merely a savior who requires belief for salvation.

5. What is the purpose of humanity?
- McLaren posits that humanity’s purpose is to participate in the restoration
of creation, rather than simply awaiting an afterlife.

6. What is the nature of the Church?
- The church should function as a community of believers who embody love and
service, rather than merely a place of worship.



7. How should we view non-Christians?
- He advocates for an understanding that values interfaith dialogue and
respects the spiritual journeys of others.

8. What is the significance of morality?
- McLaren suggests that morality should be derived from love and justice,
rather than from rigid moral codes.

9. How do we address the world’s problems?
- He calls for active engagement with social issues, pushing Christians to
take part in efforts for justice and peace.

10. What is the future of Christianity?
- McLaren sees a future where Christianity adapts and evolves, welcoming new
insights and perspectives.

Reimagining Faith

One of the essential elements of McLaren’s vision is the concept of
reimagining faith. He believes that Christianity must evolve to meet the
needs of contemporary society. This includes:

- Embracing Change: Recognizing that societal shifts necessitate new ways of
thinking and living out faith.
- Fostering Community: Building inclusive, compassionate communities that
reflect the love of Christ.
- Engaging with Culture: Actively participating in cultural conversations to
bring about transformation.

The Impact of McLaren’s Work

Influence on Contemporary Christianity

Brian McLaren's ideas have resonated with many Christians who feel
disillusioned by traditional church settings. His approach has contributed to
several important trends within contemporary Christianity:

1. Emerging Churches: Many congregations have adopted emergent principles,
focusing on community, social justice, and inclusivity.
2. Interfaith Dialogue: McLaren’s emphasis on interfaith understanding has
encouraged Christians to engage respectfully with other religions.
3. Social Justice Movements: His advocacy for justice has influenced many
within the church to take action on issues such as poverty, racism, and
environmental degradation.



Criticism and Controversy

Despite his influence, McLaren's work has also faced criticism, particularly
from more conservative Christian circles. Critics argue that his views
undermine core Christian doctrines, such as the exclusivity of Christ for
salvation and the authority of scripture. McLaren himself acknowledges these
criticisms and invites dialogue rather than division.

Conclusion

Brian McLaren's "A New Kind of Christianity" serves as a pivotal text in the
conversation about faith in a modern world. His call for a reimagined
Christianity that emphasizes love, justice, and community resonates with many
who seek a faith that is relevant and transformative. As the church navigates
the complexities of contemporary life, McLaren’s insights challenge believers
to rethink their understanding of God, scripture, and their role in the
world. The ongoing dialogue sparked by McLaren’s work will undoubtedly
continue to shape the future of Christianity, pushing it towards a more
inclusive and engaged expression of faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of Brian McLaren's 'A New
Kind of Christianity'?
The main premise of Brian McLaren's 'A New Kind of Christianity' is to
challenge traditional Christian beliefs and practices, advocating for a more
inclusive, compassionate, and socially engaged faith that addresses
contemporary issues.

How does McLaren address the concept of biblical
authority in his book?
McLaren reinterprets biblical authority by emphasizing the importance of
context, interpretation, and the historical development of scripture, arguing
that the Bible should be seen as a dynamic conversation rather than a static
rulebook.

What does McLaren mean by the 'emerging church'?
The 'emerging church' refers to a movement within Christianity that seeks to
engage with postmodern culture, focusing on community, spirituality, and
social justice, contrasting with more traditional, institutional forms of
church.



In what ways does McLaren propose to rethink the
concept of God?
McLaren suggests rethinking God as a loving and relational being rather than
a distant, judgmental figure, encouraging a view of God that promotes grace,
inclusion, and active participation in the world.

What are some critiques that have been raised
against McLaren's ideas?
Critiques against McLaren's ideas often include claims of heresy, concerns
about the abandonment of core Christian doctrines, and fears that his
approach may lead to relativism or a dilution of traditional faith.

How does McLaren address the issue of social justice
in 'A New Kind of Christianity'?
McLaren emphasizes that social justice is a central aspect of faith, arguing
that Christians are called to actively engage in addressing issues like
poverty, inequality, and environmental stewardship as a reflection of their
beliefs.

What role does community play in McLaren's vision of
Christianity?
Community plays a crucial role in McLaren's vision, as he advocates for
believers to come together in authentic relationships, mutual support, and
collective action to embody the teachings of Jesus in their lives.

How has 'A New Kind of Christianity' influenced
modern Christian thought?
'A New Kind of Christianity' has influenced modern Christian thought by
encouraging many to reconsider traditional beliefs, embrace new
interpretations of faith, and engage more deeply with cultural and social
issues facing society today.
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