
Brazeltons Neonatal Behavioral Assessment
Scale

Brazelton's Neonatal Behavioral Assessment Scale (NBAS) is a comprehensive
tool developed to assess the behavioral responses of newborns. Created by Dr.
T. Berry Brazelton in the 1970s, the NBAS focuses on the various aspects of a
neonate's development, including their motor skills, reflexes, and social



interactions. The scale is widely used in pediatric settings and has become a
pivotal instrument for researchers and clinicians interested in understanding
infant behavior and development during the early days of life.

Overview of the Brazelton Neonatal Behavioral
Assessment Scale

The NBAS is a standardized assessment that evaluates a newborn's behavioral
repertoire. It assesses how the baby responds to stimuli, interacts with
caregivers, and demonstrates self-regulation. The scale is typically
administered in the first few weeks of life, allowing healthcare providers to
gather crucial information about the infant's well-being and developmental
potential.

Purpose of the NBAS

The primary purposes of the Brazelton NBAS include:

1. Assessment of Neurological Development: The scale helps identify any
neurological impairments or atypical responses in newborns.
2. Understanding Behavioral Patterns: The assessment provides insights into
an infant's behavioral organization, which can inform caregivers about the
child's temperament and needs.
3. Enhancing Parent-Infant Interaction: By understanding a newborn's cues and
behaviors, parents can foster a stronger bond and more effective
communication with their child.
4. Guiding Interventions: The results of the assessment can guide healthcare
professionals in making recommendations for interventions and support, if
needed.

Components of the Brazelton NBAS

The NBAS consists of 28 behavioral items and 18 reflex items, organized into
several categories that provide a comprehensive view of an infant's
capabilities.

Behavioral Items

The behavioral items assess several key areas:

1. Motor Performance: Evaluates the infant's muscle tone, movement quality,
and coordination.



2. Response to Stimuli: Observes how the baby reacts to visual, auditory, and
tactile stimuli.
3. Self-Regulation: Assesses the infant's ability to calm themselves and
maintain a state of alertness.
4. Social Interaction: Looks at the infant's ability to engage with
caregivers, including eye contact and facial expressions.

Reflex Items

The reflex items assess the presence and quality of various reflexes
essential for survival, such as:

1. Rooting Reflex: The baby's instinct to turn their head and open their
mouth when their cheek is stroked.
2. Grasp Reflex: The infant's ability to grasp an object placed in their
hand.
3. Moro Reflex: The startle reflex exhibited when the baby feels a sensation
of falling.

Administration of the NBAS

The administration of the Brazelton NBAS typically takes about 30 to 45
minutes and is performed in a quiet, comfortable environment. The assessment
can be conducted in various settings, including hospitals, clinics, and home
visits. The process includes the following steps:

1. Preparation: Ensure the environment is quiet and free from distractions.
The infant should be calm and in a comfortable position.
2. Observation: The clinician observes the infant's responses to various
stimuli and interactions.
3. Scoring: Each item is scored based on the infant's responses, with scores
indicating typical or atypical behavior.
4. Feedback: After the assessment, clinicians provide feedback to the parents
or caregivers about the results, helping them understand their baby's
strengths and areas for growth.

Significance of the Brazelton NBAS

The Brazelton NBAS is significant for various reasons:

1. Foundation for Future Development: The scale provides a baseline for
understanding an infant's developmental trajectory. Early identification of
any concerns can lead to timely interventions that support healthy growth.
2. Enhanced Parent Education: The assessment educates parents about their
child's behavior and needs, fostering a nurturing environment.



3. Research Applications: The NBAS has been widely used in research settings
to study various aspects of infant development, including the effects of
prematurity, parental interaction styles, and environmental influences on
growth.

Clinical Applications of the NBAS

The Brazelton NBAS has numerous clinical applications, helping various
professionals in the field of pediatric care:

Pediatricians and Neonatologists

- Monitoring Development: Pediatricians use the NBAS to monitor a newborn's
neurological and behavioral development over time.
- Identifying Risks: Neonatologists can identify infants at risk for
developmental delays, allowing for early intervention services.

Early Intervention Specialists

- Tailored Interventions: Early intervention specialists utilize the results
of the NBAS to develop customized strategies that address specific
developmental challenges.
- Support for Families: These professionals can provide guidance and
resources to families, promoting optimal growth and development.

Researchers and Academics

- Data Collection: The NBAS serves as a valuable tool for researchers
studying infant behavior across various populations and contexts.
- Understanding Developmental Milestones: Academics can analyze data from the
NBAS to better understand typical and atypical developmental milestones.

Limitations of the NBAS

Despite its widespread use and significance, the Brazelton NBAS has some
limitations:

1. Cultural Sensitivity: The assessment may not account for cultural
differences in parenting styles and infant behavior, potentially leading to
misinterpretation of results.
2. Subjectivity: The scoring of the assessment relies on the clinician's



observations, which can introduce variability and subjectivity.
3. Limited Age Range: The NBAS is designed for use in the neonatal period,
meaning it does not assess developmental changes beyond the first few weeks
of life.

Conclusion

Brazelton's Neonatal Behavioral Assessment Scale is an invaluable tool for
understanding and supporting the development of newborns. By providing
insights into an infant's behavioral organization and neurological status,
the NBAS empowers healthcare providers and parents to foster healthy
development. While acknowledging its limitations, the continued use and
research surrounding the NBAS contribute significantly to the field of
pediatric care and infant development. As we continue to learn more about the
early stages of life, the NBAS remains a cornerstone in promoting optimal
growth and well-being for infants and their families.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Brazelton Neonatal Behavioral Assessment
Scale (BNBAS)?
The BNBAS is a standardized tool used to assess the behavioral and
neurological development of newborns, particularly within the first few weeks
of life. It evaluates a baby's responses to various stimuli and interactions,
helping to identify their strengths and areas that may require support.

How is the Brazelton Scale administered?
The BNBAS is typically administered by trained professionals, such as
pediatricians or neonatal nurses, in a quiet, comfortable environment. It
involves observing the infant's behavior in response to specific stimuli,
such as visual and auditory cues, and includes a series of tasks that measure
reflexes, motor control, and social engagement.

What are the key components assessed in the BNBAS?
The BNBAS assesses several key components including the infant's motor
organization, self-regulation, social interaction, and response to stress. It
also evaluates the baby's reflexes, muscle tone, and ability to engage with
caregivers.

Why is the BNBAS important for newborns?
The BNBAS is important because it provides valuable insights into a newborn's
development and can help identify any potential developmental delays or
challenges early on. This early assessment allows for timely interventions



and support for both the infant and their family.

How does the BNBAS influence parenting and caregiver
interactions?
The BNBAS can enhance parenting by providing caregivers with a better
understanding of their infant's behavioral cues and needs. This knowledge
fosters more responsive and sensitive caregiving, which is crucial for the
baby's emotional and social development.

Is the BNBAS used globally, and what are its
variations?
Yes, the BNBAS is used globally and has been adapted into various languages
and cultural contexts. Variations may include modifications to better fit
local practices and beliefs while maintaining the core principles of
assessing infant behavior and development.
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