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British kings and queens in order have played a significant role in shaping the history and culture
of the United Kingdom. The monarchy has evolved through the centuries, with numerous rulers
leaving their mark on British society. In this article, we will explore the historical timeline of British
monarchs, detailing their reigns, contributions, and historical context.

Early Monarchs of England

The beginnings of the British monarchy can be traced back to the early medieval period. The history
of kings and queens in England began with the Anglo-Saxon kings, followed by the Norman Conquest.

Anglo-Saxon Kings (c. 800 - 1066)

1. Egbert (802 - 839): Often considered the first king of England, Egbert successfully unified several
smaller kingdoms.

2. Aethelwulf (839 - 856): His reign saw the establishment of the Church's influence in England.

3. Aethelbald (856 - 860): Aethelwulf's son, he ruled briefly before his father reclaimed the throne.
4. Aethelbert (860 - 865): Continued to strengthen the kingdom amidst Viking invasions.

5. Aethelred | (865 - 871): Faced significant challenges from Viking forces.

6. Alfred the Great (871 - 899): Renowned for his defense against Viking invasions and for educational
reforms.

7. Edward the Elder (899 - 924): Expanded the kingdom and continued his father’s legacy.

8. Aethelstan (924 - 939): Considered the first King of England, he consolidated various territories.
9. Edmund | (939 - 946): Known for his attempts to reclaim lost lands from the Scots.

10. Eadred (946 - 955): Focused on unification and stability in the kingdom.



11. Eadwig (955 - 959): His reign was marred by conflict and division.

12. Edgar the Peaceful (959 - 975): Known for his peaceful reign and support of the Church.

13. Edward the Martyr (975 - 978): His brief reign ended with his assassination.

14. Aethelred 11 (978 - 1016): Known as "Aethelred the Unready," he faced continuous Viking attacks.
15. Edmund Il (Ironside) (1016): Ruled for a short period before being killed in battle.

16. Cnut the Great (1016 - 1035): A Viking king who ruled over England, Denmark, and Norway.

17. Harold 1 (1035 - 1040): Ruled for a brief time before his death.

18. Harthacnut (1040 - 1042): Focused on strengthening ties with Denmark.

19. Edward the Confessor (1042 - 1066): Known for his piety and significant influence on the Church.

The Norman Conquest and the Plantagenets (1066 - 1485)

The Norman Conquest in 1066 led to a new era of monarchy in England.

1. William I (the Conqueror) (1066 - 1087): Established Norman rule and initiated the construction of
castles.

2. William Il (Rufus) (1087 - 1100): His reign was marked by conflict and tension with the Church.
3. Henry 1 (1100 - 1135): Introduced reforms in the legal system and governance.

4. Stephen (1135 - 1154): His reign was characterized by civil war known as The Anarchy.

5. Henry Il (1154 - 1189): Known for legal reforms and establishing royal authority.

6. Richard | (the Lionheart) (1189 - 1199): Famous for his role in the Crusades.

7.John (1199 - 1216): His reign led to the signing of the Magna Carta in 1215.

8. Henry Il (1216 - 1272): A long reign marked by civil strife and the barons' revolt.

9. Edward I (1272 - 1307): Known for his military campaigns in Scotland and Wales.

10. Edward Il (1307 - 1327): His reign ended in deposition due to his conflicts with the nobility.

11. Edward Il (1327 - 1377): Oversaw the Hundred Years' War and significant military successes.
12. Richard Il (1377 - 1399): His reign saw the Peasants' Revolt and eventual deposition.

13. Henry IV (1399 - 1413): First king of the Lancastrian branch, faced internal challenges.

14. Henry V (1413 - 1422): Celebrated for his military prowess during the Hundred Years' War.

15. Henry VI (1422 - 1461, 1470 - 1471): His reign was characterized by instability and the Wars of
the Roses.

16. Edward IV (1461 - 1470, 1471 - 1483): His reign marked the rise of the Yorkist faction.

17. Edward V (April - June 1483): Reigned for only two months before his disappearance.

18. Richard IIl (1483 - 1485): His controversial reign ended with his defeat at the Battle of Bosworth
Field.

The Tudor Dynasty (1485 - 1603)

The Tudor period transformed the English monarchy and laid the foundation for modern governance.

1. Henry VII (1485 - 1509): Established the Tudor dynasty after defeating Richard lIll.

2. Henry VIII (1509 - 1547): Known for his six marriages and the English Reformation.

3. Edward VI (1547 - 1553): His reign was marked by Protestant reforms.

4. Mary | (1553 - 1558): Attempted to restore Catholicism in England.

5. Elizabeth | (1558 - 1603): The last Tudor monarch, her reign is known as the Elizabethan Era, a time
of cultural renaissance.



The Stuart Dynasty (1603 - 1714)

The Stuart monarchs faced significant challenges, including civil wars and the establishment of
constitutional monarchy.

1. James | (1603 - 1625): First Stuart king, known for the King James Bible.

2. Charles 1 (1625 - 1649): His conflicts with Parliament led to the English Civil War and his eventual
execution.

3. Charles 11 (1660 - 1685): Restored the monarchy after the Interregnum period.

4. James Il (1685 - 1688): His Catholicism led to the Glorious Revolution.

5. William Il and Mary 1l (1689 - 1702): Joint reign that established parliamentary supremacy.

6. Anne (1702 - 1714): The last Stuart monarch, her reign saw the unification of England and
Scotland.

The Hanoverian and Windsor Dynasties (1714 -
Present)

The Hanoverian dynasty brought significant changes to the monarchy, including an increased role for
Parliament.

1. George | (1714 - 1727): First Hanoverian king, his reign marked the rise of the Prime Minister.

2. George Il (1727 - 1760): Focused on expanding the British Empire.

3. George Ill (1760 - 1820): His reign included the American Revolutionary War and the loss of the
American colonies.

4. George IV (1820 - 1830): Known for his extravagant lifestyle.

5. William IV (1830 - 1837): His reign saw the reform of the electoral system.

6. Victoria (1837 - 1901): The longest-reigning monarch before Elizabeth Il, her era was marked by
industrial expansion and the British Empire's peak.

7. Edward VII (1901 - 1910): Known for his diplomacy and the Edwardian era.

8. George V (1910 - 1936): His reign saw World War | and the establishment of the House of Windsor.
9. Edward VIII (1936): Abdicated for love, leaving a brief reign.

10. George VI (1936 - 1952): Led the country during World War Il

11. Elizabeth 1l (1952 - 2022): The longest-reigning monarch, she was a symbol of stability through
decades of change.

12. Charles 11l (2022 - Present): The current monarch continues the legacy of the British monarchy in a
modern context.

Conclusion

The timeline of British kings and queens in order demonstrates the evolution of the monarchy
and its profound impact on British history. From the early Anglo-Saxon kings to the modern-day
monarchy, each ruler has contributed to the narrative of the United Kingdom. Understanding this
lineage provides insight into the political, social, and cultural developments that have shaped the
nation. As the monarchy continues to adapt to contemporary society, its historical significance
remains a vital part of Britain's identity.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first King of England?
Egbert of Wessex is often considered the first King of England, ruling from 802 to 839.

Which monarch was known as 'The Virgin Queen'?

Queen Elizabeth | was known as 'The Virgin Queen’, reigning from 1558 to 1603.

Who was the longest-reigning British monarch?

Queen Elizabeth I holds the record for the longest reign, serving for 70 years from 1952 until her
death in 2022.

Which King signed the Magna Carta?

King John signed the Magna Carta in 1215, a pivotal moment in limiting the powers of the monarchy.

Who was the first monarch of the House of Windsor?
King George V was the first monarch of the House of Windsor, reigning from 1910 to 1936.

Which British monarch was executed?

King Charles | was executed in 1649 after being tried for treason.

Who was the only British monarch to abdicate the throne
voluntarily?

King Edward VIII abdicated in 1936 to marry Wallis Simpson, an American divorcée.

Which British monarch was known for establishing the Church
of England?

King Henry VIl established the Church of England in the 16th century after breaking away from the
Catholic Church.
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