
Bobby Donnell The Practice

Bobby Donnell the Practice is a character from the critically acclaimed television series "The
Practice," which aired on ABC from 1997 to 2004. Created by David E. Kelley, the show focuses on
the lives of defense attorneys at a Boston law firm and the complexities of the legal system. Bobby
Donnell, portrayed by actor Dylan McDermott, serves as the central character, embodying the moral
dilemmas and personal struggles faced by those who work in the legal profession. This article delves
into the character of Bobby Donnell, his relationships, the themes represented in the show, and the
impact "The Practice" has had on legal dramas in television history.

Character Overview

Bobby Donnell is introduced as a passionate and often idealistic attorney who runs a small law firm,
Donnell, Young, Dole & Frutt. His character is marked by a strong commitment to justice, often
taking on cases that reflect his moral values. Throughout the series, Bobby faces numerous
challenges, including ethical dilemmas, personal sacrifices, and the complexities of the law.

Background and Development

Bobby's journey begins as a somewhat naive lawyer who believes in his ability to make a difference.
As the series progresses, viewers witness his evolution into a more seasoned lawyer who grapples
with the harsh realities of the legal system. Key aspects of his character development include:

1. Moral Dilemmas: Bobby often finds himself in situations where he must choose between winning a
case and adhering to his ethical beliefs. This internal conflict serves as a driving force for many
episodes.
2. Personal Relationships: Bobby's relationships with colleagues, clients, and romantic interests add
depth to his character. His interactions with characters like Lindsay Dole and Ellenor Frutt
showcase the challenges of balancing personal and professional lives.
3. Struggles with Failure: Throughout the series, Bobby experiences setbacks that challenge his
resilience. These experiences contribute to his growth as a lawyer and a person.



Key Relationships

The relationships Bobby cultivates throughout "The Practice" are integral to the storyline and his
character development. They highlight the challenges of maintaining personal connections in a high-
stress profession.

Bobby and Lindsay Dole

One of the most significant relationships in the series is between Bobby and Lindsay Dole, played by
Lisa Gay Hamilton. Their romantic involvement adds a layer of complexity to the narrative,
particularly as both characters navigate their legal careers.

- Shared Values: Both Bobby and Lindsay share a commitment to their clients and a belief in justice,
making their relationship a partnership based on mutual respect.
- Conflict: Their relationship is not without its challenges. Lindsay's ambition often clashes with
Bobby's more idealistic approach, leading to tension and conflict.
- Growth: Over time, both characters learn from each other, which helps them grow personally and
professionally.

Bobby and Eugene Young

Eugene Young, played by Steve Harris, serves as another important relationship in Bobby's life.
Eugene is a fellow attorney at the firm and represents a contrasting perspective to Bobby's approach
to law.

- Differences in Philosophy: While Bobby often emphasizes moral integrity, Eugene is more
pragmatic, sometimes willing to bend the rules for the sake of winning a case.
- Friendship and Rivalry: Their dynamic alternates between friendship and rivalry, as they both
strive for success while navigating their differing ideologies.

Thematic Elements

"The Practice" is rich in themes that resonate throughout the series. Bobby Donnell serves as a lens
through which these themes are explored, providing viewers with a deeper understanding of the
moral complexities of the legal profession.

Justice vs. Morality

One of the most prominent themes is the tension between justice and morality. Bobby's character
often grapples with cases that challenge his sense of right and wrong. This theme is illustrated
through various storylines, such as:



- Taking on clients who may be guilty but deserve representation.
- Confronting the legal system's flaws and its impact on innocent lives.
- Exploring the consequences of legal decisions on individuals and society.

Personal Sacrifice

Bobby's commitment to justice often comes at a personal cost. He faces numerous sacrifices,
including:

1. Time: His dedication to his work frequently leads to neglecting personal relationships and his own
well-being.
2. Reputation: Bobby risks his reputation and career by standing up for what he believes is right,
even when it means going against popular opinion.
3. Emotional Toll: The weight of his cases and the outcomes take a significant emotional toll on him,
affecting his mental health and relationships.

Friendship and Loyalty

The theme of friendship and loyalty is woven throughout the series, particularly among the attorneys
at the firm. Bobby's relationships with his colleagues demonstrate how loyalty can both uplift and
complicate professional dynamics.

- Support System: The attorneys often rely on each other for support during difficult cases,
showcasing the importance of camaraderie in the high-pressure environment of legal practice.
- Conflicts of Interest: Loyalty to friends can lead to ethical dilemmas, particularly when personal
interests clash with professional responsibilities.

Impact on Legal Dramas

"The Practice" had a significant impact on the genre of legal dramas, paving the way for future
series that explore the complexities of the legal system and the lives of those who work within it.

Innovative Storytelling

The show was known for its innovative storytelling techniques, including:

- Complex Characters: The characters were multi-dimensional, with flaws and strengths that made
them relatable to viewers.
- Realistic Legal Issues: The series tackled contemporary legal issues, providing audiences with a
glimpse into the real-world implications of legal proceedings.
- Moral Ambiguity: "The Practice" often presented morally ambiguous situations that encouraged
viewers to think critically about the law and ethics.



Legacy and Spin-offs

The success of "The Practice" led to the creation of spin-offs, including "Boston Legal," which
followed some of the same characters while introducing new ones. The legacy of "The Practice" can
be seen in subsequent legal dramas that emphasize character-driven narratives and ethical
dilemmas.

Conclusion

Bobby Donnell, as portrayed in "The Practice," is a compelling character who embodies the struggles
and triumphs faced by legal professionals. Through his relationships, moral dilemmas, and personal
sacrifices, viewers gain insight into the complexities of the legal system and the human experience.
The show's impact on the genre of legal dramas is undeniable, as it set a standard for character
development and storytelling that continues to influence television today. As audiences reflect on the
character of Bobby Donnell, they are reminded of the importance of justice, morality, and the
enduring human spirit in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bobby Donnell in 'The Practice'?
Bobby Donnell is a fictional character and the main protagonist in the legal drama series 'The
Practice', portrayed by actor Dylan McDermott. He is a passionate defense attorney and the
founding partner of the law firm Donnell, Young, Dole & Frutt.

What are some of Bobby Donnell's key character traits?
Bobby Donnell is known for his strong sense of justice, moral integrity, and emotional depth. He
often struggles with the ethical dilemmas of defending clients who may be guilty, showcasing his
internal conflict between professional duty and personal beliefs.

How does Bobby Donnell's character evolve throughout the
series?
Throughout 'The Practice', Bobby Donnell evolves from an idealistic lawyer to a more complex
character who grapples with the moral implications of his cases, personal relationships, and the
pressures of running a law firm, particularly as he faces significant legal and personal challenges.

Who were some of Bobby Donnell's notable legal adversaries
on the show?
Bobby Donnell faced several notable adversaries throughout 'The Practice', including prosecutor
Helen Gamble, played by Lara Flynn Boyle, and other attorneys from rival firms, showcasing intense
courtroom battles that challenged his legal skills and ethical beliefs.



What impact did Bobby Donnell have on 'The Practice's'
narrative?
Bobby Donnell served as the central figure around whom many storylines revolved, influencing the
show's exploration of legal ethics, personal conflict, and the complexities of the justice system,
making him a pivotal character in shaping the series' narrative arc.

What is one of the most memorable cases that Bobby Donnell
handled?
One of the most memorable cases Bobby Donnell handled was the defense of a client accused of
murder in the first season, which not only tested his legal acumen but also forced him to confront
the moral implications of defending someone he personally believed was guilty.

Did Bobby Donnell have any significant romantic relationships
on 'The Practice'?
Yes, Bobby Donnell had significant romantic relationships throughout 'The Practice', most notably
with fellow attorney Lindsay Dole, played by Lisa Gay Hamilton. Their complicated relationship
added depth to the series and reflected the personal challenges faced by legal professionals.
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Explore the intriguing character of Bobby Donnell from The Practice. Discover how his legal battles
shaped the series and left a lasting impact. Learn more!
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