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Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw is a cult classic film that blends romance, drama, and elements of
crime. Released in 1976, the movie has garnered attention over the years, not only for its
storyline but also for its portrayal of characters who challenge societal norms. For parents
considering whether this film is suitable for their children, it is essential to delve into its
themes, content, and overall message. This article serves as a comprehensive guide for
parents, providing insights into the film’s content and potential concerns.

Overview of Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw

Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw follows the story of Bobbie Jo, a young woman yearning for a life
beyond her small-town existence. She becomes entangled with an outlaw, which leads her
on a tumultuous journey filled with excitement, danger, and romance. The film stars Lynda
Carter, who is widely known for her role as Wonder Woman, and it intertwines elements of
rebellion and love in a way that resonates with audiences.



Key Themes

The film explores several themes that are significant for parents to consider:

1. Rebellion Against Authority:
- The characters in the film often challenge societal norms and authority figures, presenting
a narrative that glorifies rebellion.

2. Romantic Relationships:
- The central relationship between Bobbie Jo and the outlaw showcases intense emotions
and complex dynamics, reflecting both the thrill and danger of love.

3. Consequences of Crime:
- The film does not shy away from the repercussions of a life of crime, presenting a realistic
portrayal of the challenges faced by those who choose this path.

Content Breakdown

To provide a clearer understanding of the film's content, here’s a detailed breakdown:

Violence

While Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw is not excessively violent, there are scenes that depict
criminal activity and its consequences. Parents should be aware of:

- Gun Violence:
- There are instances of gun usage, including shootouts that may be alarming for younger
viewers.
- Physical Altercations:
- Some scenes involve fighting and aggressive behavior that may not be appropriate for all
audiences.

Language

The film contains instances of strong language, which may not be suitable for children.
Parents should expect:

- Swearing and Profanity:
- The dialogue includes curse words and derogatory terms, reflecting the gritty nature of
the characters' lifestyles.



Sexual Content

The romantic relationship between Bobbie Jo and the outlaw is a focal point of the film, and
it includes:

- Intimate Scenes:
- There are several scenes that depict intimacy between the characters, which may not be
appropriate for younger audiences.
- Suggestive Themes:
- The film addresses adult themes related to relationships and sexuality, requiring parental
discretion.

Substance Use

The film portrays characters engaging in substance use, which can be a concern for
parents. This includes:

- Alcohol Consumption:
- Characters are seen drinking in various scenes, which may set a precedent for underage
drinking.
- Drug References:
- There are hints at drug use, reflecting the lifestyle of the characters and their choices.

Parental Considerations

When determining whether Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw is suitable for children, parents should
consider the following factors:

Age Appropriateness

The film is best suited for older teens and adults due to its mature themes and content. A
suggested age rating would be:

- Recommended for Ages 15 and Up:
- The film's intense themes, violence, and sexual content make it more appropriate for a
mature audience.

Discussion Points

For parents who decide to watch the film with their children, it can serve as an excellent
opportunity for discussion. Here are some conversation starters:



1. Understanding Consequences:
- Discuss the consequences of the characters' choices and how they affect their lives.

2. Role of Authority:
- Explore the portrayal of authority figures in the film and the characters' responses to
them.

3. Love and Relationships:
- Talk about the complexities of relationships and the difference between infatuation and
true love.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw presents a blend of romance, drama, and crime
that can be both engaging and thought-provoking. However, it is essential for parents to
weigh the film's mature content against their children's ability to process and understand
such themes. With violence, strong language, sexual content, and substance use, the film is
better suited for older teens and adults. By using this guide, parents can make an informed
decision about whether to introduce this cult classic to their family.

Ultimately, Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw serves as a reminder of the complexities of life, love,
and rebellion, making it a film that resonates deeply with those who appreciate its raw and
unfiltered storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw' about?
The film follows the story of a young woman, Bobbie Jo, who dreams of escaping her
mundane life in a small town. She becomes involved with an outlaw, leading to a series of
thrilling and dangerous escapades.

Is 'Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw' suitable for children?
The film contains mature themes, violence, and adult content, making it less suitable for
children. Parents are advised to review the content before allowing younger viewers to
watch.

What age rating does 'Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw' have?
The film is typically rated R, indicating that it contains material that may not be suitable for
viewers under 17 without parental guidance.

Does 'Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw' contain any strong



language?
Yes, the film includes strong language and profanity, which contributes to its R rating.

Are there any explicit scenes in 'Bobbie Jo and the
Outlaw'?
Yes, the film features some explicit sexual content and nudity, which is another reason for
its mature rating.

What themes are explored in 'Bobbie Jo and the
Outlaw'?
The film explores themes of rebellion, love, and the quest for freedom, as well as the
consequences of a life of crime.

How can parents prepare their children before watching
'Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw'?
Parents should discuss the film's themes and content with their children beforehand and
decide together if it is appropriate for their viewing.

Where can parents find more detailed content warnings
for 'Bobbie Jo and the Outlaw'?
Parents can visit review websites such as Common Sense Media or IMDb, which provide
detailed content warnings and parental guides for films.
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