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The Bolens LTX 18 Twin is a robust riding lawn mower designed for residential and light commercial
use. With its durable construction and powerful twin-cylinder engine, it delivers reliability and
efficiency for maintaining lawns of various sizes. This manual aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of the Bolens LTX 18, including its specifications, features, maintenance guidelines,
troubleshooting tips, and more. Whether you're a seasoned user or a new owner, this guide will
equip you with the knowledge to get the most out of your Bolens LTX 18 riding mower.

Specifications

The Bolens LTX 18 Twin is equipped with several features that make it a popular choice among
homeowners and landscapers. Here are the key specifications:

- Engine Type: Twin-cylinder, air-cooled
- Engine Power: 18 horsepower

- Cutting Width: 42 inches

- Transmission: Hydrostatic

- Fuel Capacity: 3 gallons

- Deck Material: Steel

- Drive System: Rear-wheel drive

- Weight: Approximately 500 lbs

- Turning Radius: 16 inches

This combination of power and features makes the Bolens LTX 18 Twin capable of handling various



mowing conditions, from flat lawns to uneven terrains.

Features

The Bolens LTX 18 Twin comes with a variety of features designed to enhance user experience and
mowing efficiency.

Comfort and Ergonomics

- Adjustable Seat: The tractor features a comfortable, adjustable seat that allows users to find the
perfect position for extended mowing sessions.

- Steering Wheel: The ergonomically designed steering wheel provides better control and ease of
maneuverability.

- Foot Pedal Operation: The hydrostatic transmission is controlled via foot pedals, making it easy to
adjust speed without the need for manual shifting.

Mowing Performance

- 42-Inch Mowing Deck: The wide mowing deck allows for efficient cutting over large areas,
reducing the time needed to complete the job.

- Multiple Cutting Heights: Users can adjust the cutting height to achieve the desired grass length,
with several height settings available.

- Mulching Capability: The mower can be equipped with a mulching kit, allowing users to finely chop
grass clippings and return them to the lawn for added nutrients.

Durability and Maintenance

- Steel Construction: The heavy-duty steel deck ensures longevity and resistance to wear and tear
from rugged use.

- Easy Access for Maintenance: The design of the mower allows for easy access to the engine and
deck, making routine maintenance straightforward.

Operating the Bolens LTX 18 Twin

Operating the Bolens LTX 18 Twin is relatively simple, even for first-time users. Below is a step-by-
step guide on how to get started.



Preparation

1. Read the Manual: Familiarize yourself with the user manual and safety instructions.

2. Check Oil and Fuel Levels: Ensure that the engine oil is filled to the appropriate level and that the
fuel tank is filled with fresh gasoline.

3. Inspect the Mower: Before starting, inspect the mower for any signs of damage or wear,
particularly the blades and tires.

Starting the Mower

1. Position the Mower: Place the mower on a flat, level surface.

2. Engage the Parking Brake: Always ensure that the parking brake is engaged before starting the
engine.

3. Set the Throttle: Adjust the throttle to the "Start" position.

4. Turn the Key: Insert the ignition key and turn it to the "Start" position until the engine fires up.

5. Adjust the Throttle: Once the engine is running smoothly, adjust the throttle to the desired speed.

Mowing

1. Adjust the Cutting Height: Select the appropriate cutting height based on the grass type and
desired length.

2. Engage the Mowing Deck: Use the lever to engage the mowing deck.

3. Mow in Straight Lines: Begin mowing in straight lines, overlapping slightly with each pass to
ensure even coverage.

4. Take Care on Slopes: When mowing on slopes, always go up and down rather than across to
maintain control.

Maintenance Tips

Regular maintenance is crucial for keeping the Bolens LTX 18 Twin in optimal condition. Follow
these guidelines to ensure longevity and performance:

Weekly Maintenance

- Clean the Deck: After each use, remove grass clippings and debris from the mowing deck to
prevent rust and ensure efficient cutting.

- Check Tire Pressure: Regularly inspect and maintain the recommended tire pressure for optimal
traction.



Monthly Maintenance

- Inspect Blades: Check the mower blades for dullness and damage. Sharpen or replace as
necessary.

- Change the Oil: Depending on usage, change the oil every 25-50 hours of operation. Use the
recommended oil type for the engine.

Seasonal Maintenance

- Battery Maintenance: Check battery terminals for corrosion, clean if necessary, and ensure a good
charge before the mowing season begins.

- Fuel System: At the end of the season, consider draining old fuel and replacing it with fresh fuel to
prevent engine issues.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with regular maintenance, users may encounter issues with the Bolens LTX 18 Twin. Here are
some common problems and their solutions:

Engine Won't Start

- Check the Battery: Ensure that the battery is charged and terminals are clean.
- Inspect the Fuel: Confirm that there is fuel in the tank and that it is not stale.

Mowing Deck Not Engaging

- Engagement Cable: Check the engagement cable for wear or disconnection.
- Safety Switches: Ensure that all safety switches (like the seat switch) are engaged.

Uneven Cutting

- Blade Condition: Check if the blades are dull or damaged; sharpen or replace them as needed.
- Tire Pressure: Confirm that all tires are inflated to the correct pressure to ensure even cutting.

Conclusion

The Bolens LTX 18 Twin is a versatile and reliable riding lawn mower that offers a range of features
suitable for both homeowners and professionals. By following the guidelines and tips outlined in this



manual, users can ensure optimal performance and longevity from their mower. Regular
maintenance, proper operation, and troubleshooting can enhance the mowing experience, making
lawn care more manageable and efficient. As you become familiar with your Bolens LTX 18 Twin,
you'll appreciate its ability to keep your lawn looking its best with minimal effort.

Frequently Asked Questions

What type of engine does the Bolens LTX 18 Twin use?

The Bolens LTX 18 Twin is equipped with an 18 HP twin-cylinder engine, which provides a balance
of power and efficiency for various lawn care tasks.

What is the cutting deck size of the Bolens LTX 18 Twin?

The Bolens LTX 18 Twin features a 42-inch cutting deck, allowing for efficient mowing of medium to
large lawns.

How do you perform maintenance on the Bolens LTX 18 Twin?

Routine maintenance for the Bolens LTX 18 Twin includes checking and changing the oil, replacing
the air filter, sharpening the blades, and inspecting the belts and tires regularly.

Is the Bolens LTX 18 Twin suitable for hilly terrains?

Yes, the Bolens LTX 18 Twin is designed with a strong chassis and good traction, making it suitable
for handling mild slopes and hilly terrains.

Where can I find replacement parts for the Bolens LTX 18
Twin?

Replacement parts for the Bolens LTX 18 Twin can be found at authorized Bolens dealers, online
retailers, and specialized lawn equipment parts suppliers.
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Discover the Bolens LTX 18 Twin manual for expert tips and maintenance advice. Keep your lawn
tractor running smoothly. Learn more now!
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