
Bring On The Empty Horses David Niven

Bring on the Empty Horses is a captivating memoir penned by British actor David Niven, published in 1975. This
engaging work takes readers on a journey through the glamorous and often tumultuous world of Hollywood
during its golden age. Niven, known for his charming demeanor and distinguished career, shares anecdotes from his
life, offering insights into the personalities that shaped the film industry. This article delves into the book's
themes, its significance in Niven's life, and the impact it has had on readers and the literary world.

Background on David Niven

David Niven was born on March 1, 1910, in London, England. He was educated at Stowe School and later
served in the British Army during World War II. Following the war, Niven transitioned into acting and quickly
became one of Hollywood's most beloved stars. His career spanned several decades, with notable films
including "The Pink Panther," "A Matter of Life and Death," and "Separate Tables." Niven's charm, wit, and
sophistication made him a standout figure in an industry known for its larger-than-life personalities.

Inspiration Behind the Title

The title "Bring on the Empty Horses" is derived from a phrase used in the film industry, referring to the moments
in filmmaking that are less glamorous, such as waiting for scenes to be set up. This metaphor captures the
essence of Niven's experiences, highlighting the contrast between the glitz of Hollywood and the often mundane
reality behind the scenes. The title also reflects the broader theme of the book: the exploration of the human
condition and the complexities of life in the entertainment industry.



Content Overview

Niven's memoir is a collection of anecdotes, reflections, and personal stories that span his life and career. The
book is divided into several chapters, each focusing on different periods or events in Niven's life. Key themes
explored in "Bring on the Empty Horses" include:

The Glamour of Hollywood: Niven recounts his experiences with some of the most iconic figures in the film
industry, including Marlon Brando, Errol Flynn, and Audrey Hepburn. His witty observations and
humorous anecdotes provide a glimpse into the glamorous yet often absurd world of Hollywood.

Personal Struggles: While Niven's career was marked by success, he also faced significant personal
challenges, including the loss of loved ones and battles with alcoholism. He candidly discusses these
struggles, offering readers a deeper understanding of his life beyond the silver screen.

The Nature of Fame: Niven reflects on the fleeting nature of fame and the toll it can take on individuals.
He contrasts the public persona of stars with their private lives, revealing the vulnerabilities that
often accompany celebrity status.

Notable Anecdotes

Throughout "Bring on the Empty Horses," Niven shares a plethora of entertaining and poignant stories. Some
notable anecdotes include:

The Dinner Party with Errol Flynn: Niven recalls a lavish dinner party hosted by Flynn, filled with1.
extravagant guests and outrageous stories. This episode highlights the hedonistic lifestyle of some
Hollywood stars and the camaraderie that often existed among them.

Meeting Audrey Hepburn: Niven describes his first meeting with Hepburn, capturing her grace and charm. This2.
anecdote not only showcases Hepburn's personality but also emphasizes the mutual respect and
admiration among actors of that era.

Encounters with Legendary Directors: The memoir includes encounters with directors such as David Lean3.
and John Huston, offering insights into their creative processes and the challenges of filmmaking.

The Writing Style of David Niven

David Niven’s writing style in "Bring on the Empty Horses" is characterized by its wit, charm, and eloquence. His
ability to blend humor with poignant reflections keeps readers engaged while providing a candid look at the ups
and downs of his life. Niven's background as an actor shines through in his storytelling, as he vividly paints
scenes and characters with his words.

Impact on Readers and Legacy

"Bring on the Empty Horses" has left a lasting impression on its readers. The memoir not only serves as a
fascinating account of Niven's experiences but also provides a broader commentary on the nature of fame,
success, and personal struggles. Readers have appreciated Niven’s honesty, humor, and the way he humanizes the



stars of Hollywood.

The book has also contributed to Niven's legacy as not only a talented actor but also a gifted writer. His
memoir stands out in the genre of Hollywood autobiographies, as it combines humor with deep reflections on
life, love, and loss.

Conclusion

In "Bring on the Empty Horses," David Niven invites readers into the enchanting yet complex world of
Hollywood, sharing both the glittering highs and the sobering lows of his life. Through his engaging anecdotes,
Niven offers a unique perspective on fame, friendship, and the human experience. The memoir is not just a reflection
on his career but also a timeless exploration of the challenges and triumphs faced by individuals in the public
eye.

For those interested in the golden age of cinema and the realities behind the glamorous facade, "Bring on the
Empty Horses" is an essential read. It captures the essence of an era and the life of a man who navigated its
intricacies with grace, humor, and insight. David Niven's legacy continues to resonate, reminding us of the
stories that lie behind the empty horses and the vibrant lives they represent.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bring on the Empty Horses' about?
'Bring on the Empty Horses' is an autobiography by actor David Niven, detailing his experiences in Hollywood
during the golden age of cinema, his encounters with famous personalities, and his reflections on life and fame.

Who is the author of 'Bring on the Empty Horses'?
The author of 'Bring on the Empty Horses' is David Niven, a British actor known for his roles in films such as
'The Pink Panther' and 'A Matter of Life and Death'.

What themes are explored in 'Bring on the Empty Horses'?
The book explores themes of friendship, the absurdity of fame, the transient nature of life, and the behind-the-
scenes realities of the film industry.

When was 'Bring on the Empty Horses' published?
'Bring on the Empty Horses' was published in 1975.

What is the significance of the title 'Bring on the Empty Horses'?
The title 'Bring on the Empty Horses' is a reference to a line from the horse racing world, symbolizing the
unpredictability of life and the entertainment industry.

How did critics and readers respond to 'Bring on the Empty Horses'?
Critics and readers generally praised 'Bring on the Empty Horses' for its humor, wit, and candidness,
appreciating Niven's storytelling and insights into Hollywood.

Is 'Bring on the Empty Horses' considered a classic autobiography?
Yes, 'Bring on the Empty Horses' is often regarded as a classic autobiography, particularly among fans of
classic cinema and those interested in the history of Hollywood.
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bring和bringabout的区别_百度知道
Oct 30, 2024 · 在英语中，"bring" 和 "bring about" 都可以表达“导致，引起”的意思。但具体用法上有所不同。从英文解释来看，"bring" 是指“使某事物
发生”，而 "bring about" 则是“使某事物发 …

send和bring的区别 - 百度知道
Oct 31, 2024 · send和bring的区别在日常交流和写作中，正确区分和使用"send"与"bring"至关重要。 bring这个词组主要表达将某物带到说话者所在位置，
或带往某人指定的地点。

bring … back to life是什么意思啊？ - 百度知道
Oct 15, 2024 · 最后，bring ... back to life 还可以用来描述赋予某事物新的活力或使其恢复曾经的繁荣状态。 例如，一句 "Bring the city back
to life" 可以翻译为“让这个城市重新恢复活力”，意味 …

wellerman歌词 - 百度知道
wellerman歌词The Longest Johns的歌曲《Wellerman 》，完整歌词：There once was a ship that put to seaAnd the
name of that ship was the Billy o' TeaThe winds blew hard her bow dipped …

bring up是什么意思啊？_百度知道
Apr 5, 2024 · bring up是什么意思啊？Bring up是一个动词短语，意思是提起或提出某个话题、问题或建议。当我们想让别人注意某事或启动某个讨论时，我们常常使
用这个短语。例如，你可能 …

"bring sth to sb"还是"bring sth for sb"? - 百度知道
2.bring sth for sb 是有意或特地为了某人带某物，带有一定的目的 ，bring sth to sb是一句很平实的话。 bring sth for sb大体上可以说等于bring
sb sth ，因为它们可以译成‘给某人带来某物’。

bring out , bring in , bring up , bring down 分别是什么意思？
Jul 4, 2008 · bring out 出现 This will help to bring out the flavour. 这可以帮助提味儿。 The company is bringing
out a new sports car. 公司正在生产一种新跑车. bring in 引入 We can …

take ,bring ,carry ,pick的区别_百度知道
Feb 8, 2014 · take,bring ,carry都有“携带某物”的含义，但在用法上还是有区别的。 take指把某人（物）从说话者身边“拿走（去）”，“带走
（去）”；bring是指从别处将某人（物）带到说话者 …

bring up 什么意思？_百度知道
Jun 25, 2011 · bring up的英文意思是：提出，养育，谈到，呕出。bring up的英式发音是 [briŋ ʌp] ，美式发音是 [brɪŋ ʌp] 。 拓展资料 bring
up的用法 1、She brought up four children 她养大 …

bring的短语 - 百度知道
Aug 10, 2023 · bring的短语如下： 1、bring along：把一起带来。 2、bring back：归还。 3、bring out：发表，拿出。 4、bring up：
抚养，呕吐。 5、bring on：引起。 6、bring in：引来，引 …
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Oct 30, 2024 · 在英语中，"bring" 和 "bring about" 都可以表达“导致，引起”的意思。但具体用法上有所不同。从英文解释来看，"bring" 是指“使某事物
发生”，而 "bring about" 则是“使某事物发生”。 …

send和bring的区别 - 百度知道
Oct 31, 2024 · send和bring的区别在日常交流和写作中，正确区分和使用"send"与"bring"至关重要。 bring这个词组主要表达将某物带到说话者所在位置，
或带往某人指定的地点。

bring … back to life是什么意思啊？ - 百度知道
Oct 15, 2024 · 最后，bring ... back to life 还可以用来描述赋予某事物新的活力或使其恢复曾经的繁荣状态。 例如，一句 "Bring the city back
to life" 可以翻译为“让这个城市重新恢复活力”，意味着通过 …

wellerman歌词 - 百度知道
wellerman歌词The Longest Johns的歌曲《Wellerman 》，完整歌词：There once was a ship that put to seaAnd the
name of that ship was the Billy o' TeaThe winds blew hard her bow dipped …

bring up是什么意思啊？_百度知道
Apr 5, 2024 · bring up是什么意思啊？Bring up是一个动词短语，意思是提起或提出某个话题、问题或建议。当我们想让别人注意某事或启动某个讨论时，我们常常使
用这个短语。例如，你可能会说：“我 …

"bring sth to sb"还是"bring sth for sb"? - 百度知道
2.bring sth for sb 是有意或特地为了某人带某物，带有一定的目的 ，bring sth to sb是一句很平实的话。 bring sth for sb大体上可以说等于bring
sb sth ，因为它们可以译成‘给某人带来某物’。

bring out , bring in , bring up , bring down 分别是什么意思？
Jul 4, 2008 · bring out 出现 This will help to bring out the flavour. 这可以帮助提味儿。 The company is bringing
out a new sports car. 公司正在生产一种新跑车. bring in 引入 We can bring in the fresh …

take ,bring ,carry ,pick的区别_百度知道
Feb 8, 2014 · take,bring ,carry都有“携带某物”的含义，但在用法上还是有区别的。 take指把某人（物）从说话者身边“拿走（去）”，“带走
（去）”；bring是指从别处将某人（物）带到说话者这里，意 …

bring up 什么意思？_百度知道
Jun 25, 2011 · bring up的英文意思是：提出，养育，谈到，呕出。bring up的英式发音是 [briŋ ʌp] ，美式发音是 [brɪŋ ʌp] 。 拓展资料 bring
up的用法 1、She brought up four children 她养大了4个孩子 …

bring的短语 - 百度知道
Aug 10, 2023 · bring的短语如下： 1、bring along：把一起带来。 2、bring back：归还。 3、bring out：发表，拿出。 4、bring up：
抚养，呕吐。 5、bring on：引起。 6、bring in：引来，引进， …

Discover the captivating life of David Niven in "Bring on the Empty Horses." Uncover behind-the-
scenes stories and insights. Learn more about this iconic memoir!
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