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The BMW E32 735i is a luxury sedan that represents a significant evolution in
the iconic 7 Series lineup. Built between 1986 and 1994, the E32 model is
celebrated for its sophisticated engineering, powerful performance, and
elegant design. For owners and enthusiasts, having a comprehensive BMW E32
735i service and repair manual is essential for maintaining the vehicle’s
performance and ensuring its longevity. This article provides an in-depth
look at the key components of the service and repair manual, covering regular
maintenance, troubleshooting, and repair processes.

Understanding the BMW E32 735i

The BMW E32 735i is equipped with a robust M30 inline-six engine, known for
its reliability and power delivery. With a 3.5-liter displacement, this
engine produces approximately 208 horsepower and 225 lb-ft of torque. The
vehicle features a rear-wheel-drive layout, which enhances its driving
dynamics and handling.



Key Specifications

- Engine: M30B35 inline-six
- Displacement: 3.5 liters
- Power Output: 208 hp
- Torque: 225 lb-ft
- Transmission: 5-speed manual or 4-speed automatic
- 0-60 mph: Approximately 8 seconds
- Top Speed: Around 137 mph

Importance of Regular Maintenance

Regular maintenance is vital for the performance and reliability of the BMW
E32 735i. A service manual provides detailed guidelines on how to perform
routine tasks, which can help prevent costly repairs in the future.
Neglecting maintenance can lead to decreased performance, increased
emissions, and potential mechanical failures.

Routine Maintenance Tasks

1. Oil Change:
- Frequency: Every 5,000 to 7,500 miles or annually.
- Recommended oil type: Synthetic oil with a viscosity rating of 5W-30 or
10W-40.

2. Air Filter Replacement:
- Frequency: Every 15,000 miles.
- Importance: A clean air filter ensures optimal engine performance and fuel
efficiency.

3. Spark Plug Replacement:
- Frequency: Every 30,000 miles.
- Recommended type: Bosch or NGK spark plugs.

4. Brake Inspection:
- Frequency: Every 10,000 miles.
- Check for pad wear, rotor condition, and brake fluid levels.

5. Coolant Flush:
- Frequency: Every 2 years or 30,000 miles.
- Importance: Prevents overheating and engine damage.

6. Transmission Fluid Change:
- Frequency: Every 30,000 miles.
- Recommended fluid: BMW-approved ATF for automatic transmissions.



Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with regular maintenance, issues can arise in the BMW E32 735i. A
service manual is an invaluable resource for diagnosing problems. Below are
some common issues and their potential solutions.

Electrical System Problems

- Symptoms: Flickering lights, dead battery, or malfunctioning accessories.
- Diagnosis:
1. Check battery connections for corrosion.
2. Test the alternator output using a multimeter.
3. Inspect fuses and relays for any signs of failure.

Engine Performance Issues

- Symptoms: Loss of power, rough idle, or excessive fuel consumption.
- Diagnosis:
1. Inspect the air intake system for leaks or blockages.
2. Check fuel pressure with a gauge.
3. Examine the ignition system, including coils and wires.

Suspension and Steering Problems

- Symptoms: Uneven tire wear, pulling to one side, or a bumpy ride.
- Diagnosis:
1. Inspect shock absorbers for leaks or wear.
2. Check alignment settings and adjust if necessary.
3. Examine bushings and ball joints for play.

Repair Procedures

The BMW E32 735i service and repair manual includes step-by-step procedures
for various repairs. Familiarizing yourself with these procedures can save
time and money while ensuring the work is done correctly.

Changing the Oil

1. Gather Tools and Materials:
- Oil filter wrench



- Socket set
- New oil filter
- New oil
- Oil catch pan

2. Procedure:
- Start the engine for a few minutes to warm the oil, which helps it drain
out more easily.
- Turn off the engine and allow it to cool slightly.
- Place the oil catch pan under the oil pan and remove the drain plug to let
the old oil drain completely.
- Replace the drain plug and remove the old oil filter using the oil filter
wrench.
- Install the new oil filter and tighten it by hand.
- Fill the engine with the recommended oil through the dipstick tube.
- Start the engine and check for leaks.

Replacing Brake Pads

1. Gather Tools and Materials:
- Jack and jack stands
- Lug wrench
- Brake pad spreader
- New brake pads

2. Procedure:
- Safely lift the vehicle using the jack and secure it with jack stands.
- Remove the wheel using the lug wrench.
- Remove the caliper bolts and gently slide the caliper off the rotor.
- Use the brake pad spreader to compress the caliper piston.
- Remove the old brake pads and replace them with new ones.
- Reinstall the caliper and wheel, and lower the vehicle.

Finding a Reliable Service Manual

For BMW E32 735i owners, investing in a high-quality service manual is
crucial. Various options are available, including:

1. OEM Manuals: Original equipment manufacturer manuals provide the most
accurate information and specifications.
2. Third-Party Manuals: Brands like Haynes and Chilton offer detailed manuals
that cover maintenance and repair tasks.
3. Online Resources: Websites and forums dedicated to BMW vehicles often
share repair guides and troubleshooting tips.



Where to Purchase

- Online Retailers: Websites like Amazon, eBay, or specialized automotive
book retailers.
- BMW Dealerships: Directly purchasing from a dealership ensures
authenticity.
- Local Auto Parts Stores: Many stores carry service manuals for popular
models.

Conclusion

Owning a BMW E32 735i is a rewarding experience, but it comes with the
responsibility of proper maintenance and care. The BMW E32 735i service and
repair manual is an essential tool that provides invaluable insights into the
vehicle's workings, helping owners maintain its performance and reliability.
By following the guidelines outlined in the manual, regular maintenance can
be performed confidently, and common issues can be diagnosed and repaired
effectively. With proper care, the E32 can continue to deliver a luxurious
and exhilarating driving experience for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best source for a BMW E32 735i service
and repair manual?
The best sources for a BMW E32 735i service and repair manual include
official BMW dealerships, online retailers like Amazon, and automotive forums
dedicated to BMW enthusiasts.

What are common issues that the BMW E32 735i service
manual addresses?
Common issues addressed in the BMW E32 735i service manual include electrical
system faults, engine overheating, suspension problems, and transmission
maintenance.

Is it necessary to use the official BMW E32 735i
service manual for repairs?
While it is not strictly necessary, using the official BMW E32 735i service
manual is highly recommended as it provides accurate specifications,
diagrams, and procedures specific to the vehicle.



How often should I consult the BMW E32 735i service
manual for maintenance?
It's advisable to consult the BMW E32 735i service manual for maintenance at
regular intervals outlined in the manual, typically every 5,000 to 7,500
miles, or as specified for specific services.

Are there any online resources for the BMW E32 735i
service manual?
Yes, there are several online resources including BMW enthusiast websites,
forums like Bimmerforums, and digital libraries where you can find PDF
versions of the BMW E32 735i service manual.

What tools are recommended for servicing the BMW E32
735i?
Recommended tools for servicing the BMW E32 735i include a basic mechanic's
tool set, a torque wrench, diagnostic scanner, and specific tools for BMW
models such as BMW specialty wrenches.

Can I perform my own repairs on the BMW E32 735i
using the service manual?
Yes, with the proper tools, skills, and the BMW E32 735i service manual, you
can perform many repairs yourself, but for complex issues, professional
assistance may be advisable.

What type of oil is recommended in the BMW E32 735i
service manual?
The BMW E32 735i service manual typically recommends using synthetic oil with
a viscosity rating of 5W-30 or 10W-40, depending on driving conditions and
climate.

How do I troubleshoot electrical issues in the BMW
E32 735i?
To troubleshoot electrical issues in the BMW E32 735i, refer to the wiring
diagrams in the service manual, check fuses, and use a multimeter to test
circuits for continuity and voltage.

Where can I find troubleshooting guides for specific
problems in the BMW E32 735i?
Troubleshooting guides for specific problems in the BMW E32 735i can be found
in the service manual, online forums, and dedicated BMW repair websites that
offer detailed guides and community support.
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