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l ANALYZING A SHORT STORY

Borders by Thomas King worksheet is a vital educational tool that allows students to explore and analyze
the themes, characters, and narrative techniques in Thomas King's poignant short story "Borders." This
narrative delves into issues of identity, cultural conflict, and the arbitrary nature of borders, making it an
essential text for discussions around race and cultural identity. In this article, we will examine the key
components of the "Borders"” worksheet, its significance in educational settings, and how it can enhance

understanding of the text.

Overview of "Borders” by Thomas King

"Borders" is a short story that tells the tale of a mother and her son who travel from Canada to the United
States. As they approach the border crossing, they encounter a bureaucratic challenge that ultimately
highlights the absurdity of borders and the complexity of identity. The mother identifies herself as a

Blackfoot, which becomes a focal point in their interaction with the border officials.

The narrative is rich with themes that are relevant in today’s discussions about nationalism, identity, and
cultural heritage. King’s use of humor, irony, and poignant storytelling makes "Borders" a compelling read.

The worksheet developed around this story aims to facilitate deeper engagement with these themes.



Components of the "Borders" Worksheet

The "Borders" worksheet is designed to guide students through various aspects of the story. Below are

some of the key components:

1. Reading Comprehension Questions

These questions are crafted to assess students’ understanding of the plot, characters, and setting. Examples of

comprehension questions include:
- What conflicts arise at the border crossing?

- How does the mother’s identity influence her interactions with the border officials?

- What role does the son play in the narrative?

2. Thematic Analysis

This section encourages students to explore the central themes of the story. Themes to consider include:

- The concept of identity and belonging
- The arbitrary nature of borders

- The clash of cultures and perspectives

Students may be asked to write short essays or paragraphs reflecting on how these themes are presented in

the story.

3. Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial for a full appreciation of the story. This section may include:

- Descriptions of the main characters, their motivations, and development throughout the story.
- A comparison between the mother and the son, focusing on their differing perceptions of borders and
identity.

- An exploration of the border officials and what they represent in the context of cultural barriers.



4. Literary Techniques

Thomas King employs various literary techniques that enrich the narrative. The worksheet can include

tasks such as:
- Identifying and analyzing the use of irony and humor in the story.

- Discussing the significance of dialogue and how it shapes character interactions.

- Examining the narrative style and how it contributes to the overall message of the story.

5. Personal Reflection

A crucial part of understanding literature is personal engagement. This section may include prompts such

as:
- How do you relate to the themes of identity and belonging portrayed in the story?
- Have you ever experienced a situation similar to the characters in "Borders"? Share your thoughts and

reflections.

- What does the concept of borders mean to you, both physically and metaphorically?

Significance of the "Borders” Worksheet

The "Borders by Thomas King worksheet" serves several educational purposes:

1. Encouraging Critical Thinking

The worksheet pushes students to think critically about the text. By addressing comprehension, thematic
analysis, character development, and literary techniques, students are encouraged to delve deeper into the

narrative and draw connections to broader societal issues.

2. Promoting Cultural Awareness

Through the study of "Borders," students gain insight into Indigenous perspectives and the complexities
surrounding identity and belonging. The worksheet provides a platform for discussions about cultural

heritage, the impact of colonization, and the ongoing challenges faced by Indigenous communities.



3. Enhancing Engagement

By incorporating various activities and prompts, the worksheet keeps students engaged with the text. The
combination of reading comprehension, analytical writing, and personal reflection allows for a

comprehensive understanding of the story and its implications.

Teaching Strategies for Using the Worksheet

Incorporating the "Borders" worksheet into a lesson plan can be highly effective. Here are some teaching

strategies:

1. Group Discussions

Facilitate group discussions based on the thematic analysis and character exploration sections of the
worksheet. This encourages students to share their thoughts and insights, fostering a collaborative learning

environment.

2. Creative Assignments

In addition to written responses, consider assigning creative projects. Students could create visual art
representing the themes of the story, write an alternative ending, or even develop a script for a short play

based on "Borders."

3. Comparative Analysis

Encourage students to read other works by Indigenous authors or stories that deal with similar themes.
This comparative analysis can deepen their understanding of cultural narratives and the broader context of

identity in literature.

4. Use of Multimedia

Incorporate multimedia elements, such as videos or podcasts featuring Thomas King discussing his work.

This can provide students with additional insights and enhance their engagement with the text.



Conclusion

The Borders by Thomas King worksheet is more than just an educational tool; it is a gateway to
understanding complex themes of identity, culture, and the arbitrary nature of borders. Through careful
analysis and engagement, students can develop a deeper appreciation for King's work and the issues it
raises. By fostering critical thinking and cultural awareness, the worksheet plays a pivotal role in enriching
the educational experience and promoting meaningful discussions around identity and belonging. As
educators, utilizing this resource can significantly enhance students' learning journeys and encourage them

to explore their own identities in relation to the narratives they encounter.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Borders' by Thomas King?

The main themes in 'Borders' include identity, cultural conflict, and the complexities of national

boundaries.

How does Thomas King use the character of Laetitia in 'Borders' to
convey messages about identity?

Laetitia's determination to assert her identity as a Blackfoot person, despite the challenges she faces at the

border, highlights the struggle for cultural recognition and belonging.

What role does the setting play in the story 'Borders'?

The setting, particularly the border crossing, serves as a physical and symbolic barrier that emphasizes the

conflicts between cultural identity and governmental authority.

Can you explain the significance of the border crossing incident in the
narrative?

The border crossing incident is significant as it illustrates the absurdity of arbitrary borders and the impact

of colonialism on Indigenous identities and rights.

How does 'Borders' reflect Thomas King's views on Indigenous rights?

'‘Borders' reflects King's views on Indigenous rights by portraying the ongoing struggles faced by

Indigenous peoples to maintain their cultural identity in the face of colonial legal systems.



What literary techniques does King employ in 'Borders' to enhance his
storytelling?

King uses irony, dialogue, and vivid imagery to enhance storytelling, making the narrative engaging

while also delivering poignant social commentary.

How does the ending of 'Borders' leave a lasting impact on the reader?

The ending leaves a lasting impact by reinforcing the idea that identity cannot be confined by borders,

encouraging readers to reflect on the nature of belonging and cultural heritage.
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Explore our comprehensive 'Borders by Thomas King worksheet' to enhance your understanding of
this powerful story. Discover key insights and analysis today!
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