Brewers First Baseman History

Brewers first baseman history is a rich tapestry woven through the fabric of
Major League Baseball, showcasing the evolution of the Milwaukee Brewers as a
competitive franchise. Since their inception in 1969, the Brewers have seen a
multitude of players grace the first base position, each contributing
uniquely to the team’s legacy. This article delves into the significant
players who have occupied the first base role, the evolution of the position
within the team, and the impact these players have had on the franchise's
success.

The Origins of the Milwaukee Brewers and First
Base Position

The Milwaukee Brewers were established in 1969 as an expansion team.
Initially, the team was positioned in the American League as the Seattle
Pilots before relocating to Milwaukee. The first baseman's role has always
been crucial, serving not only as an offensive powerhouse but also as a
defensive anchor. Early years saw various players fill the position, leading
to a legacy that would eventually define the team’s identity.

Early Years: 1969-1979

The first decade of Brewers baseball was characterized by a search for
stability at the first base position. Several players took turns manning the
base, but a few stood out:



1. Mike Hegan (1969-1972): Hegan was one of the first players to hold the
first base position for the Brewers. Known for his versatility, he played
various positions but made a significant impact at first.

2. George Scott (1972-1977): Scott was a two-time Gold Glove winner who
brought power and defensive prowess to the Brewers. He is remembered for his
strong bat and exceptional fielding abilities.

3. Cecil Cooper (1977-1987): Perhaps the most iconic first baseman in the
franchise's early history, Cooper was a consistent hitter and a vital part of
the team. He was a three-time All-Star and played a key role in the team's
1982 American League pennant-winning season.

The 1980s: A Decade of Success

The 1980s marked a transformative period for the Brewers, capped by their
memorable run to the World Series in 1982. The first base position was
pivotal during this era as the team solidified its offensive lineup.

Cecil Cooper's Legacy

Cecil Cooper remained a staple at first base throughout the early 1980s. His
contributions included:

- Consistency: Cooper maintained a batting average above .300 for several
seasons, becoming a reliable offensive threat.

- Leadership: As one of the team's veteran players, he provided mentorship to
younger teammates, helping to foster a competitive spirit.

The Transition: Late 1980s to Early 1990s

As the decade progressed, the Brewers began to see a transition in the first
base position. The team explored different talents as they sought to maintain
competitiveness:

1. Greg Brock (1988-1989): Brock came to the Brewers from the Los Angeles
Dodgers. He was known for his left-handed bat but struggled to find
consistency.

2. Pascual Pérez (1990): Known primarily as a pitcher, Pérez's brief stint at
first base was largely experimental during a challenging season.

3. Mike Sweeney (1995): Although Sweeney is best known for his later success
with the Kansas City Royals, his time with the Brewers included a few games
at first base.



The 1990s: Searching for Stability

The 1990s were challenging for the Brewers as they struggled to maintain
their competitive edge. The first base position continued to be a revolving
door for players.

Key Players of the 1990s

1. John Jaha (1996-1998): Jaha provided a brief spark at first base, known
for his power-hitting capabilities. He was an All-Star in 1999, showcasing
the potential the Brewers had at the position.

2. Ron Coomer (1999): Coomer had a short tenure with the Brewers, but he was
known for his strong work ethic and ability to contribute in clutch
situations.

3. Fernando Tatis (1999): While primarily known for his time with the St.
Louis Cardinals, Tatis’s brief stint in Milwaukee illustrated the team’s
struggles to find a long-term solution at first base.

The 2000s: Resurgence and New Stars

With the turn of the century, the Brewers began to rebuild, and the first
base position became a focal point in their strategy to regain prominence in
the MLB.

Prince Fielder: A New Era

Prince Fielder entered the league as a highly-touted prospect and quickly
established himself as one of the best first basemen in baseball.

- Impact: Fielder made his MLB debut in 2005 and quickly became a fan
favorite. His powerful swing produced impressive home run totals, including a
career-high 50 home runs in 2007.

- Awards: He earned multiple All-Star selections and was named the 2007 Home
Run Derby champion.

- Legacy: Fielder's combination of power and charisma left an indelible mark
on the franchise, and he remains one of the most beloved players in Brewers
history.

The Transition Post-Fielder



After Fielder’s departure in 2012, the Brewers faced another transition
period at first base:

1. Corey Hart (2010-2013): While primarily an outfielder, Hart filled in at
first base and proved to be a reliable hitter during his tenure.

2. Juan Francisco (2013): Francisco had a brief run at first base, showcasing
his power but ultimately failing to secure the position long-term.

3. Adam Lind (2015): Lind brought experience and consistency to the lineup,
contributing offensively during his time in Milwaukee.

The Present and Future of Brewers First Basemen

As of 2023, the Brewers have continued to seek stability at the first base
position. Players like Rowdy Tellez and others have made significant impacts
on the team’s current lineup.

Rowdy Tellez

Tellez emerged as a prominent figure at first base, known for:

- Power Bat: He quickly established himself as a home run threat in the
lineup.

- Defensive Skills: Tellez has shown improvement defensively, becoming a
reliable option at first base.

Future Prospects

The Brewers continue to develop young talent, and the future at first base
looks promising. With prospects in the minor leagues and the potential to
acquire new players, the franchise remains committed to building a
competitive roster.

Conclusion

The Brewers first baseman history reflects the broader narrative of the
franchise itself, marked by periods of struggle, success, and transformation.
From the early years with players like Cecil Cooper to the explosive power of
Prince Fielder, the role of first baseman has been crucial in shaping the
Brewers' identity. As the team continues to evolve, the legacy of those who
have played the position will undoubtedly influence future generations of
players and fans alike. The journey from past to present showcases the



resilience and determination of the Brewers organization, ensuring that the
first base position remains a cornerstone of their continued pursuit of
success in Major League Baseball.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first baseman for the Milwaukee Brewers
when they moved to the National League?

The first baseman for the Milwaukee Brewers when they transitioned to the
National League in 1998 was Greg Vaughn.

Which Brewers first baseman holds the franchise
record for most home runs in a season?

Prince Fielder holds the franchise record for most home runs in a season by a
Brewers first baseman, hitting 50 home runs in 2007.

Who is considered one of the greatest first basemen
in Milwaukee Brewers history?

Robin Yount, although primarily known as a shortstop and center fielder,
played some games at first base and is widely regarded as one of the greatest
players in Brewers history.

What notable achievement did Eric Thames accomplish
during his time as the Brewers' first baseman?

Eric Thames became the first player in MLB history to hit 11 home runs in his
first 15 games with a team when he joined the Brewers in 2017.

Which Brewers first baseman was named an All-Star
during his tenure with the team?

Prince Fielder was named an All-Star multiple times during his tenure with
the Milwaukee Brewers, including in 2007, 2008, and 2011.

What impact did the transition from the American
League to the National League have on the Brewers'
first base position?

The transition to the National League required the Brewers to adapt their
roster, leading to a greater emphasis on versatility and defense at first
base, which affected player acquisitions and strategies.
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