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Bohr model of hydrogen answer key is essential for understanding the fundamental concepts of
atomic structure and quantum mechanics. Proposed by the Danish physicist Niels Bohr in 1913, the
Bohr model revolutionized the way scientists view atomic structure, particularly for the hydrogen
atom. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Bohr model, its key features, and its
significance in the study of atomic physics.

Introduction to the Bohr Model

The Bohr model was developed to address the limitations of earlier atomic models, particularly the
Rutherford model, which failed to explain the stability of atoms and the discrete spectral lines
observed in hydrogen. The Bohr model introduces several pivotal ideas that combine classical physics

with early quantum theory.



Key Features of the Bohr Model

The Bohr model is characterized by several important features:

1. Quantized Energy Levels: The electrons in a hydrogen atom occupy specific energy levels, or orbits,
around the nucleus. These energy levels are quantized, meaning that electrons can only exist in
certain states and cannot exist in between.

2. Electron Orbits: Electrons move in fixed circular paths or orbits around the nucleus. Each orbit
corresponds to a specific energy level.

3. Energy Absorption and Emission: When an electron transitions between energy levels, it either

absorbs or emits a photon. The energy of this photon corresponds to the difference in energy between
the two levels.

4. Stable Orbits: Electrons in their respective orbits do not radiate energy, leading to the stability of

the atom. This concept was revolutionary, as it contradicted classical physics which predicted that
orbiting electrons would continuously lose energy and spiral into the nucleus.

Mathematical Formulation

The Bohr model provides mathematical expressions to describe the energy levels and orbits of the
hydrogen atom. The following formulas are central to the model:

1. Energy Levels

The energy of an electron in a specific energy level \( n\) is given by the formula:

\[
E n = -\frac{13.6 \text{ eV}}{n~2}
\]

where:

-\( E_n\) is the energy of the electron at level \( n\),

-\( 13.6 \text{ eV} ) is the ionization energy of hydrogen,
-\( n\) is the principal quantum number (1, 2, 3, ...).

This equation indicates that as \( n\) increases, the energy becomes less negative, approaching zero,
which corresponds to the ionization of the atom.

2. Radius of Electron Orbits

The radius of the \( n\)-th orbit can be calculated using:



\[
rn=n"2\cdotr_1
\]

where:
-\(r_1\) is the radius of the first orbit (Bohr radius), approximately \( 0.529 \text{ A} \) (angstroms),
-\( n\) is the principal quantum number.

This formula shows that the radius increases with the square of \( n'\).

3. Frequency of Emitted Photons

When an electron transitions between energy levels, the frequency of the emitted or absorbed photon
can be calculated using:

\[

f =\frac{E_i - E_f}{h}

\]

where:

-\( E_i\) and \( E_f\) are the energies of the initial and final states,
-\('h\) is Planck's constant (\( 6.626 \times 10"~ {-34} \text{ Js} \)),
-\( f\) is the frequency of the photon.

This relationship is fundamental in explaining the spectral lines observed in hydrogen.

Significance of the Bohr Model

The Bohr model marked a significant advancement in atomic theory and physics. Its contributions can
be summarized as follows:

1. Explanation of Spectral Lines

The Bohr model successfully explained the discrete spectral lines of hydrogen observed in
experiments. By analyzing the wavelengths of light emitted or absorbed, physicists could determine
the energy differences between the quantized levels of electrons.

2. Introduction of Quantum Concepts

The model was one of the first to introduce quantum theory into atomic physics. It laid the
groundwork for later developments, including quantum mechanics and the wave-particle duality of
matter.



3. Limitations and Further Developments

While the Bohr model effectively describes the hydrogen atom, it has limitations:

- It fails to accurately predict the spectra of multi-electron atoms due to electron-electron interactions.
- The model does not take into account the wave nature of electrons, which was later addressed by
the development of quantum mechanics.

The shortcomings of the Bohr model led to the development of more sophisticated models, such as

the Schrodinger equation and quantum mechanical orbital theory, which provided a more
comprehensive understanding of atomic structure.

Applications of the Bohr Model

Despite its limitations, the Bohr model remains a valuable educational tool and has several
applications in various fields:

1. Educational Tool

The Bohr model is often taught in introductory physics and chemistry courses as it simplifies complex
concepts of atomic structure, making it easier for students to grasp the basics of quantum mechanics.

2. Spectroscopy

The principles of the Bohr model are used in spectroscopy to analyze the light emitted or absorbed by
atoms and molecules, providing insights into their energy levels and electronic structures.

3. Astrophysics

In astrophysics, the Bohr model aids in understanding the composition of stars and the formation of
elements through nuclear processes. Spectral lines from distant stars can be analyzed to determine
their elemental composition and physical properties.

Conclusion

The Bohr model of hydrogen answer key is a fundamental concept in the study of atomic physics,
providing insights into the behavior of electrons in atoms. By introducing quantized energy levels and
fixed electron orbits, the model explained the stability of atoms and the nature of spectral lines. While
its limitations have led to the development of more sophisticated models, the Bohr model remains a
critical stepping stone in the evolution of atomic theory and quantum mechanics. Understanding its



principles not only enhances our knowledge of atomic structure but also paves the way for further
exploration in the fascinating realm of quantum physics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Bohr model of hydrogen explain about the
atom?

The Bohr model explains that electrons orbit the nucleus in fixed paths or shells, and that these
electrons can only occupy certain allowed energy levels.

How does the Bohr model account for the emission spectra of
hydrogen?

The Bohr model accounts for the emission spectra by suggesting that when an electron transitions
between energy levels, it emits or absorbs a photon with energy equal to the difference between
those levels.

What are the limitations of the Bohr model?

The limitations of the Bohr model include its inability to accurately describe multi-electron atoms, the
wave-particle duality of electrons, and the uncertainty principle.

What is the formula for the energy levels in the Bohr model of
hydrogen?

The energy levels in the Bohr model of hydrogen are given by the formula E n = -13.6 eV /n"2,
where n is the principal quantum number.

How did the Bohr model contribute to the development of
quantum mechanics?

The Bohr model introduced the idea of quantized energy levels and helped lay the groundwork for
later developments in quantum mechanics, including wave functions and the Schrodinger equation.

What is the significance of the Rydberg formula in relation to
the Bohr model?

The Rydberg formula is significant because it mathematically describes the wavelengths of spectral
lines in hydrogen and was successfully explained by the energy transitions in the Bohr model.
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