
Biggest Upset Ncaa Basketball History

Biggest upset in NCAA basketball history occurred during the 1985 NCAA Tournament when the 8th-
seeded Villanova Wildcats defeated the Georgetown Hoyas in the championship game. This monumental
game is not just a footnote in sports history; it is often cited as the greatest upset in college basketball due to
the context, the stakes, and the dramatic nature of the contest. The following sections will delve deeper
into the events leading up to the game, the game itself, and its lasting impact on the world of college
basketball.

Background of the Teams

Villanova Wildcats

The Villanova Wildcats entered the 1985 NCAA Tournament as an 8th seed, which was relatively low
compared to their opponents. The team had experienced a rocky season, finishing with a 19-10 record.
Coached by Rollie Massimino, Villanova was known for its tenacious defense and an unorthodox offense
that relied heavily on ball movement and teamwork. Key players included:

1. Ed Pinckney - A powerful forward who would later go on to have a successful career in the NBA.
2. Harold Jensen - A sharpshooter who could change the dynamics of the game with his perimeter
shooting.
3. Darrin "The General" Handscomb - The steady point guard who orchestrated the team’s offense.

Despite their low seeding, Villanova had overcome several strong opponents to reach the final,
demonstrating resilience and skill along the way.



Georgetown Hoyas

The Georgetown Hoyas, on the other hand, were a powerhouse in college basketball. Coached by the
legendary John Thompson, they entered the tournament as the number one seed and were widely
regarded as the favorite to win it all. They finished the season with a remarkable 35-2 record, showcasing
their dominance in the Big East Conference. The team was led by:

1. Patrick Ewing - A future NBA superstar and one of the most intimidating centers in college basketball
history.
2. Reggie Williams - A versatile forward known for his scoring ability.
3. David Wingate - A strong defensive player who contributed significantly on both ends of the court.

The Hoyas were known for their physical style of play, aggressive defense, and ability to dominate
opponents in the paint.

The Road to the Championship Game

The path to the championship game for both teams was filled with tension and excitement.

Villanova's Journey

Villanova’s journey to the finals was nothing short of remarkable. They faced a series of formidable
opponents, including:

- Michigan - Villanova pulled off a significant upset by defeating the Wolverines in the second round.
- North Carolina - The Wildcats showcased their defensive prowess against the Tar Heels, winning in a
nail-biting finish.
- Memphis - In the semifinals, Villanova’s teamwork shone through, as they managed to outplay the
higher-seeded Memphis team.

Each victory built momentum and confidence for the Wildcats, setting them up for an unexpected
showdown against Georgetown.

Georgetown's Path

Georgetown cruised through the tournament, defeating teams with relative ease. Their path included:



- Northeast Louisiana - A resounding win that showcased their strength.
- St. John's - The Hoyas showcased their defensive muscle against their Big East rivals.
- Oklahoma - In the semifinals, Georgetown demonstrated their dominance, leading to a comfortable
victory.

As the number one seed, Georgetown was expected to win the championship with authority, and they
seemed poised to do so.

The Championship Game: Villanova vs. Georgetown

The championship game was held on April 1, 1985, at the Rupp Arena in Lexington, Kentucky. The
atmosphere was electric, with fans eager to witness what was expected to be a one-sided contest.

Game Overview

The game began with Georgetown asserting its dominance early on. They quickly established a lead,
showcasing their athleticism and size advantage. However, Villanova responded with a disciplined
approach, focusing on ball control and making smart plays.

Key moments from the game included:

1. Defensive Stands - Villanova's defense proved critical, limiting Georgetown's high-scoring opportunities.
2. Shooting Accuracy - Villanova shot an incredible 78.6% from the field in the second half, a staggering
percentage in a championship game.
3. Clutch Free Throws - The Wildcats made crucial free throws down the stretch, which helped solidify
their lead.

As the game progressed, it became evident that Villanova was not intimidated by their opponents. They
executed their game plan flawlessly and capitalized on Georgetown’s mistakes.

Final Moments

In the final minutes of the game, the score was tight. Villanova maintained a slim lead, forcing Georgetown
to scramble. Patrick Ewing, the star center for Georgetown, missed several key opportunities to score,
which played a significant role in the final outcome.

With just seconds left on the clock, Villanova secured their victory, winning the game 66-64. The Wildcats
had pulled off the biggest upset in NCAA basketball history, and the shockwaves of their victory



reverberated throughout the sports world.

The Aftermath and Legacy

The implications of Villanova's victory were profound, not just for the teams involved but for college
basketball as a whole.

Impact on Villanova

Villanova's victory transformed the program into a national powerhouse. The Wildcats gained national
recognition, and Coach Rollie Massimino became a celebrated figure in college basketball. The
championship win also instilled a sense of pride in the university and its fans, leading to increased support
for the basketball program in subsequent years.

Georgetown's Reaction

For Georgetown, the loss was heartbreaking. Despite being the favorite, the defeat served as a lesson in
humility. Coach John Thompson would go on to rebuild the program, and Georgetown remained a
respected name in college basketball. The loss also showcased the unpredictability of the tournament,
reminding fans that any team could emerge victorious regardless of seeding.

Cultural Impact

The 1985 championship game is often cited in discussions about the unpredictability of the NCAA
Tournament. It demonstrated that with teamwork, determination, and a little bit of luck, anything is
possible. The game also helped to popularize the "Cinderella story" narrative in college sports, where lower-
seeded teams can make deep runs in the tournament and surprise everyone.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the biggest upset in NCAA basketball history remains a defining moment for both Villanova
and Georgetown, and for the NCAA Tournament itself. The resilience of the Wildcats, combined with the
dramatic nature of the game, has ensured that this upset will be remembered for generations to come. The
1985 championship not only changed the trajectory of Villanova's basketball program but also left an



indelible mark on the landscape of college basketball, reminding fans and players alike that in sports,
anything can happen.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in NCAA basketball history?
The biggest upset in NCAA basketball history is often cited as the 16th-seeded UMBC Retrievers defeating
the top-seeded Virginia Cavaliers in the first round of the 2018 NCAA Tournament.

How did UMBC's victory over Virginia impact NCAA tournament
dynamics?
UMBC's victory ended a 135-game winning streak for No. 1 seeds against No. 16 seeds, shaking the
foundation of tournament predictions and proving that any team can win on a given day.

What was the score of the UMBC vs. Virginia game?
The final score of the UMBC vs. Virginia game was 74-54, with UMBC outscoring Virginia by 20 points.

What were the odds of UMBC winning against Virginia?
Before the game, UMBC was a 20-point underdog, making their victory one of the most improbable in
sports history.

How has UMBC's upset influenced future NCAA tournaments?
UMBC's upset has encouraged lower-seeded teams to believe in their potential to win, leading to increased
competitiveness and unpredictability in NCAA tournaments.
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