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Understanding Beyer on Speed: The Legacy of Andrew
Beyer

Beyer on Speed is a pivotal concept in the world of horse racing, introduced by Andrew Beyer, a
prominent figure in the field of thoroughbred racing and an influential author. Beyer’s innovative
ideas transformed the way racing enthusiasts and professionals analyze performance and betting
strategies. This article delves into the key aspects of Beyer’s methodology, the development of speed
figures, and how they have reshaped horse racing.



The Genesis of Beyer Speed Figures

Andrew Beyer introduced speed figures in the 1970s, revolutionizing the way races were analyzed.
Before Beyer, horse racing relied heavily on subjective assessments, which often led to inconsistent
and unreliable evaluations of a horse's potential.

The Concept of Speed Figures

Beyer Speed Figures quantify a horse’s performance in a numerical format, allowing for easier
comparisons between different horses and races. The figures take into account various factors,
including:

The horse's finishing time

The distance of the race

The speed of the racetrack

The quality of competition faced

By distilling a horse's performance into a single number, Beyer created a standardized method for
evaluating equine athletes. This innovation has become a cornerstone in the analysis of horse racing,
enabling bettors to make more informed decisions.

The Methodology Behind Beyer Speed Figures

Beyer Speed Figures are calculated using a specific methodology that considers several essential
elements. Understanding this methodology is crucial for anyone looking to apply Beyer's insights to
their betting strategies.

Factors in Calculation

The core elements involved in calculating Beyer Speed Figures include:

Final Time: The actual time it takes for a horse to complete a race. This is the most1.
straightforward measure of performance.

Track Variant: Each racetrack has its unique characteristics that can affect race times. The2.
track variant accounts for these differences, adjusting times to create a level playing field.



Comparative Performance: To truly assess a horse's speed, one must consider how it3.
performed relative to other horses in the same race and similar conditions.

Historical Data: Beyer’s method incorporates historical race data to establish benchmarks for4.
performance, helping to contextualize a horse's speed figure.

By integrating these factors, Beyer Speed Figures provide a comprehensive view of a horse's
capabilities, allowing for informed comparisons across different races and conditions.

The Impact of Beyer on Betting Strategies

Beyer’s speed figures have had a profound impact on betting strategies in horse racing. Bettors who
understand and utilize these figures can enhance their chances of making profitable decisions.

Advantages of Using Beyer Speed Figures

There are several advantages to using Beyer Speed Figures in betting:

Objective Analysis: Beyer’s figures provide a quantitative basis for evaluating horses,
reducing the influence of subjective opinions.

Enhanced Comparisons: Bettors can easily compare horses across different races and
conditions, identifying potential value bets.

Performance Trends: Analyzing a horse's speed figures over time can reveal trends, such as
improving form or declining performance.

Identifying Value: Understanding how to interpret speed figures allows bettors to spot horses
that may be underbet based on their past performances.

By leveraging Beyer Speed Figures, bettors can develop a more analytical approach to horse racing,
leading to better decision-making and increased profitability.

Critiques and Limitations of Beyer Speed Figures

While Beyer Speed Figures have become a staple in horse racing analysis, they are not without their
critiques. Understanding these limitations is essential for anyone serious about using these figures.



Common Critiques

Some of the most common critiques of Beyer Speed Figures include:

Over-Simplification: Critics argue that reducing a horse's performance to a single number
may overlook important contextual factors, such as a horse's health, jockey performance, and
specific race dynamics.

Inconsistencies Across Tracks: Different racetracks can have varying surfaces and
conditions, which may affect the accuracy of speed figures when compared across tracks.

Limited Historical Data: While Beyer incorporates historical data to establish benchmarks,
the reliance on past performance may not always predict future outcomes accurately.

Despite these critiques, many horse racing enthusiasts find that the benefits of using Beyer Speed
Figures far outweigh the limitations. Understanding these critiques, however, allows bettors to
approach the figures with a balanced perspective.

Andrew Beyer’s Legacy in Horse Racing

Andrew Beyer's contributions to horse racing extend beyond the development of speed figures. His
writings and insights have inspired a generation of bettors and racing analysts.

Key Publications

Some of Beyer’s most significant works include:

“Picking Winners” (1975): This seminal book introduced Beyer Speed Figures to the public
and outlined his methodology for analyzing races.

“Beyer on Speed” (2005): In this book, Beyer delves deeper into his speed figure
methodology and discusses advanced concepts for serious bettors.

“The Winning Horseplayer” (2002): Co-authored with Steven Crist, this book further
explores strategies for successful betting.

Through these publications, Beyer has educated countless individuals about the intricacies of horse
racing and the importance of data-driven analysis.



Conclusion: Beyer on Speed and Its Continuing
Relevance

Beyer on Speed remains a revolutionary concept in the world of horse racing. Andrew Beyer’s
introduction of speed figures has transformed the way enthusiasts, analysts, and bettors approach
the sport. While there are critiques and limitations to consider, the advantages of using Beyer Speed
Figures are undeniable.

As horse racing continues to evolve, Andrew Beyer’s legacy endures, influencing how the sport is
analyzed and understood. For those interested in enhancing their betting strategies, embracing
Beyer’s methodology is a crucial step toward success in the thrilling world of horse racing. Whether
you are a novice or a seasoned bettor, understanding Beyer Speed Figures can provide valuable
insights and help you navigate the complexities of this beloved sport.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Andrew Beyer and what is he known for?
Andrew Beyer is an American horse racing journalist and author, best known for developing the Beyer
Speed Figures, a method for evaluating horse performance based on speed.

What are Beyer Speed Figures?
Beyer Speed Figures are numerical ratings assigned to a horse's performance in a race, allowing
bettors to compare the speed of different horses across various races.

How do Beyer Speed Figures help in horse racing betting?
They provide a standardized way to assess a horse's past performance, helping bettors make
informed decisions when placing wagers.

What is the formula behind calculating Beyer Speed Figures?
The figures are calculated using a formula that accounts for the speed of the horse, the time of the
race, and the track's conditions compared to the average performance.

Are Beyer Speed Figures used in all horse racing events?
While they are most commonly used in thoroughbred racing in the United States, their applicability
can vary across different racing jurisdictions and types of races.

Has Andrew Beyer written any notable books?
Yes, Andrew Beyer has authored several influential books on horse racing, including 'Picking Winners'
and 'Beyer on Speed,' which explore his speed figure methodology and betting strategies.



What impact has Andrew Beyer had on the horse racing
industry?
Andrew Beyer's introduction of speed figures has revolutionized horse racing analytics, influencing
both bettors and racing enthusiasts to adopt a more data-driven approach.

How can bettors utilize Beyer Speed Figures effectively?
Bettors can use Beyer Speed Figures to identify horses with consistent performance levels, compare
them against competitors, and analyze trends across different races.

Are there any criticisms of Beyer Speed Figures?
Some critics argue that while Beyer Speed Figures are helpful, they may oversimplify the complexities
of horse racing and overlook factors like horse conditions and race dynamics.
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如何制作披萨的面饼？ - 知乎
请问如何做好披萨的面皮做披萨其实很简单，按照下面的步骤做就可以。 一块标准的披萨首先是顶料诱人，饼边酥脆，内部松软，吃口有嚼劲。 下面我就公开一个pizza hut的披萨配方跟
大家 …

必胜客哪种pizza好吃？ - 知乎
Feb 21, 2019 · 必胜客最经典的一款:超级至尊比萨（有些比萨可能上架一段时间，就下架了，这款一直都有。） 最有特点的:榴莲多多披萨（榴莲披萨分为两种，一种是泰国铁枕头
榴莲肉做 …

如何评价蓝蛙（blue frog）和 Pizza Express两家店的定位 ...
Jan 25, 2015 · 蓝蛙和披萨马上诺差别挺大的，感觉蓝蛙更适合拿来和 蓝枪鱼 比较。 蓝蛙：认识的人的认知是 西餐厅 或者 酒吧 Pizza Express：就是单纯的餐厅，还
被pizza限制住了。 两家 …

披萨制作成本低，为什么一个12寸的pizza要卖到72元 ...
披萨制作成本低，为什么一个12寸的pizza要卖到72元！ 而且还有很多人买？ 最近同事请吃披萨，发现价格我无法接受，想知道贵的原因。

网上传的梅麻吕是什么？ - 知乎
是吗，原来我已经这么老了吗。。 梅麻吕是一个R18的日本3d动画（游戏）工作室，而且应该只有一个人，2010年那个时候业界都没几个像样的3d作品，于是梅麻吕做的《师生矛
盾》、《医 …

一片比萨中含有多少卡路里？ - 知乎
好吧一张9寸pizza约2400千卡，1/6就算400千卡，提供热量约1674千焦，约占60kg成年人每日所需能量的20%。 想减重别碰这个，对体重没有要求可以放开吃。

披萨上都可以放什么？ - 知乎
图是 pizza pizza 店里的意大利辣肠口味pizza 2. 夏威夷口味 同样刷上番茄酱撒上芝士，然后这次放上菠萝块，培根肉和碎肉，非常好吃 这个是我拍的pizza pizza店的，
芝士刚刚融化所以拿 …

为什么国内的pizza普遍比美国的好吃？ - 知乎
我在国内吃过两次所谓的“美式pizza”，大多数是学学样子的残次品，好处就是价格尚可接受。 唯一一次吃的和真正的美式pizza一样吃起来很爽的是在上海，一张12寸的pizza要
了288块钱，四 …

spaghetti、lasagna和pasta分别到底指什么有什么区别呀 ...
pasta是“ 意大利面 ”，是所有意大利面食的统称。根据形状不同，意大利面可分为上百种，每种不同的意面会搭配不同的酱料和食材食用，意大利每个地区都有自己引以为傲的特色意面。
…

我发现到，似乎近年人们常把pizza称为披萨，但十年前 ...
我发现到，似乎近年人们常把pizza称为披萨，但十年前流行的称呼是比萨，是这样吗？ ? 另外，你习惯哪种叫法呢？ 显示全部 关注者 41
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