Black History Month Poems For Preschoolers

A PLACE IN THE COUNTRY
BY TOI DERRICOTTE

We like the houses here.

We circle the lake turning

into dark cleavages, dense-packed gleamings.
We could live here, we say.

We're smiling, but thinking

of the houses at the last resort:

The real estate agent looked surprised
when she saw Bruce’s face; then flipped
quickly through the glossy pictures—
I'm sure you won't like this one;

| can tell it’s not your kind.

Our house in Essex Fells

took a year to sell and sold

to a black family. A friend explained,
once a house is owned

by black people, they're the only ones
they'll show it to. Do we want to live
some place with a view

overlooking the politics?

When we pass

an exit named “Negroe Mountain,”
Bruce smiles and jerks the wheel

as if we almost missed our turn.

Why must everything we want

come by stealth? Why is every road

in this bright country furnished

with its history of hatred? Yet

we keep smiling, driven

by a desire beyond the logic

of if we can afford it,

and whether we would love

or hate it if we did buy.
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Black History Month poems for preschoolers provide an engaging and meaningful way to introduce young
children to the rich heritage and contributions of African Americans. In a world where early education sets
the foundation for lifelong learning, incorporating poetry into lessons during Black History Month not only

honors the achievements of Black individuals but also nurtures creativity, language skills, and cultural



awareness in preschoolers. This article explores various aspects of utilizing poetry as a tool for education and

celebration during this important month.

Understanding Black History Month

Black History Month, celebrated every February in the United States, serves as a time to recognize and
honor the significant contributions of African Americans throughout history. This observance is essential for
fostering appreciation and understanding among young children who are just beginning to learn about the

diverse world around them.

The Importance of Poetry in Early Education

Poetry plays a vital role in early childhood education for several reasons:

1. Language Development: Rhymes and rhythmic patterns help children develop phonemic awareness,
which is crucial for reading skills.

2. Cultural Awareness: Through poetry, children can learn about different cultures, histories, and
experiences, fostering respect and understanding.

3. Creativity and Expression: Poetry encourages children to express their thoughts and feelings in
imaginative ways.

4. Memory and Recall: The rhythmic and repetitive nature of poems makes them easier for young

children to remember.

Choosing Appropriate Poems for Preschoolers

‘When selecting poems for preschoolers, it's important to choose pieces that are age-appropriate, engaging,

and relevant to Black History Month. Here are some tips for choosing the right poems:

- Keep It Simple: Choose poems with simple language and short lines.

- Use Rhythm and Rhyme: Look for poems that have a musical quality, making them fun to recite.
- Highlight Themes of Strength and Resilience: Focus on poems that celebrate the achievements and
perseverance of African Americans.

- Incorporate Illustrations: Visual elements can enhance understanding and engagement.



Examples of Black History Month Poems

Here are a few examples of poems suitable for preschoolers:

1. "I Am" by Langston Hughes (Excerpt)
- This poem celebrates identity and self-worth. It can be adapted for preschoolers by using simple lines to

reflect who they are.

2. "Dream Big"

- A short, rhythmic poem encouraging children to dream and aspire to greatness.
- Example lines:

- "Dream big, dream bright,

- Reach for the stars,

- With all your might!"

3. "We Are the Dreamers"

- A simple and joyful poem celebrating dreams and aspirations, emphasizing togetherness.
- Example lines:

- "We are the dreamers,

- So full of cheer,

- Together we'll shine,

- Throughout the year!"

Activities to Accompany Poetry Readings

Incorporating activities alongside poetry readings can enhance understanding and engagement for

preschoolers. Here are some fun and educational activities:

1. Poetry Recitation

Encourage children to memorize and recite short poems. This practice can help with confidence and public

speaking skills.

- How to do it:
- Choose a short poem that resonates with the children.
- Practice reciting it together as a group.

- Allow children to take turns reciting their favorite lines.



2. Art and Illustration

Combine poetry with art to allow children to express their understanding creatively.
- How to do it:

- After reading a poem, ask children to draw or paint what the poem means to them.

- Create a gallery wall displaying their artwork alongside the poems.

3. Movement and Dance

Incorporate physical movement to make poetry interactive and fun.
- How to do it:
- Choose a poem with a rhythmic beat.

- Encourage children to dance or move along to the rhythm as they recite the poem.

- This can help them connect with the emotions behind the words.

4. Create a Class Anthology

Compile a collection of poems written by the children.
- How to do it:
- Encourage children to create their own simple poems about their dreams or heroes.

- Collect these poems and compile them into a class book.

- Allow each child to illustrate their poem for a personal touch.

Celebrating Black History Month Through Poetry

Celebrating Black History Month through poetry allows preschoolers to connect with the history and

contributions of African Americans. Here are some ways to create a meaningful experience:

1. Invite Guest Speakers

Bring in community members or local poets to share their work and experiences.

- Benefits:



- Children can hear firsthand accounts and engage with individuals who may inspire them.

- It can promote a sense of community and connection.

2. Host a Poetry Reading Event

Organize an event where children can share the poems they have learned or created.

- How to do it:
- Set up a cozy space for the reading.
- Provide snacks and refreshments to create a welcoming atmosphere.

- Encourage parents and family members to attend and celebrate with the children.

3. Integrate Technology

Use multimedia resources to enhance the poetry experience.

- How to do it:
- Share videos of poets reading their work.
- Use apps or websites that feature poetry for children.

- Incorporate music that relates to the themes of the poems.

Conclusion

Black History Month poems for preschoolers are an invaluable educational tool that enriches young minds

while honoring the legacy of African Americans. By introducing poetry in an engaging and interactive

manner, educators and parents can instill a sense of pride, creativity, and cultural awareness in preschoolers.

The activities and approaches outlined in this article serve as a guide for fostering a love of poetry and

appreciation for the diverse history that shapes our world. Through these experiences, children can learn to

celebrate the contributions of Black individuals and carry these lessons forward in their lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Black History Month?

Black History Month is a time to celebrate and recognize the achievements and contributions of Black

individuals throughout history.



Why should preschoolers learn about Black History Month?

Preschoolers should learn about Black History Month to foster understanding, respect, and appreciation for

diversity and to encourage empathy from a young age.

What kind of poems are suitable for preschoolers during Black History
Month?

Simple, rhythmic, and fun poems that celebrate Black culture, history, and prominent figures are suitable

for preschoolers.

Can you recommend a poem for preschoolers about Black History?

One popular poem is I, Too' by Langston Hughes, which can be simplified into a child-friendly version

focusing on themes of equality and pride.

How can parents introduce Black History Month poems to preschoolers?

Parents can read poems aloud, incorporate them into storytime, or create interactive activities like art

projects based on the poems.

What themes should Black History Month poems for preschoolers cover?

Themes can include friendship, courage, diversity, family, and the importance of dreaming big.

Are there any specific authors of children's poetry focused on Black
history?

Yes, authors like Maya Angelou and Eloise Greenfield have written poems that can be adapted for young

children.

How can teachers incorporate Black History Month poems into their
curriculum?

Teachers can use poems in circle time, create poetry crafts, or have children recite poems during a class

presentation.

What activities can accompany Black History Month poems for
preschoolers?

Activities can include drawing pictures inspired by the poems, acting them out, or creating a class book of

their own poems.
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North Carolina woman found alive months after car found near ...

3 days ago - A missing North Carolina woman was found alive in Colorado more than eight months
after her disappearance. Kelsey Pittman's family last spoke to her in November 2024, the Inyo
County Sheriff's ...

North Carolina woman missing for 8 months, feared dead in ...

15 hours ago - A woman from North Carolina whose family members had not heard from her since
November 2024 and who was feared dead in the California desert was found alive last week in
Colorado, officials ...

North Carolina woman Kelsey Pittman found alive nine months ...
4 days ago - A North Carolina resident was shockingly found alive nine months after she went
missing and her car was discovered abandoned near California’s Death Valley National Park.

North Carolina Woman Found Alive 9 Months After She Went ...

3 days ago - A North Carolina woman was found alive in Colorado nine months after she went
missing and her car was abandoned in the "Slab City" Calif. desert community. Kelsey Pittman was
first reported ...

NC Woman Missing for 9 Months Found Alive in Another State

2 days ago - A North Carolina woman who vanished last year and whose abandoned car was found in
California has been located safe in Colorado, authorities confirmed Tuesday. Kelsey Pittman was
found in Colorado and is safe, according to ABC 4 News. As CrimeOnline previously reported,
California authorities had been searching for Pittman for months, after her last known ...

Woman Who Mysteriously Vanished In Death Valley 9 Months Ago Finally Found

4 days ago - A woman who disappeared without a trace in one of the harshest environments in the
United States has been found alive almost nine months after her disappearance. Kelsey Pittman, 33,
from North ...

North Carolina Woman Found Alive Nine Months After Going ...
A woman from North Carolina was found after going missing for nine months. In a press release

from Inyo County Sheriff’s Office on July 22, officials confirmed Kelsey Pittman’s location ...

Missing North Carolina woman found alive nine months after ...

4 days ago - A woman who went missing nine months ago has miraculously been found alive,
authorities have confirmed. Kelsey Pittman has been found alive. Credit: Inyo County Sheriff's Office
Kelsey Pittman, 33, from North Carolina, was reported missing by her family in November 2024
after they lost contact with her.

Missing For Nine Months, Woman Found Alive Near Death Valley ...

3 days ago - Kelsey Pittman, a North Carolina resident, has been found alive in Colorado after being
missing for nine months. She was last seen near California’s Death Valley National Park before
disappearing without a trace.

North Carolina Woman Discovered Alive in a Different State After ...
3 days ago - A woman from North Carolina, who disappeared last year with her unattended car later



discovered in California, has now been found safe in Colorado, officials confirmed on Tuesday.
Kelsey Pittman was found in Colorado and is safe, according to ABC 4 News. According to
CrimeOnline, California officials had been on the lookout for Pittman for several months since her
last reported appearance near ...

Discover a collection of engaging black history month poems for preschoolers that inspire young
minds. Perfect for teaching and celebrating diversity. Learn more!
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