
Best Pitches In Baseball History

Best pitches in baseball history have not only defined the careers of some of the greatest players
but have also altered the course of games and even seasons. From the classic fastball to the intricate
spin of the curveball, baseball's rich history is filled with legendary pitches that have left an indelible
mark on the sport. In this article, we will explore some of the most iconic pitches in baseball history,
detailing their unique characteristics, the players who mastered them, and the unforgettable
moments they created.

Types of Pitches in Baseball

Before diving into the best pitches, it’s essential to understand the various types of pitches that
pitchers utilize. Each pitch serves a specific purpose and can drastically change the dynamics of a
game. Here are some of the most common pitches:

Fastball: The most fundamental pitch, known for its speed and straight trajectory.

Curveball: A pitch that curves downward, making it difficult for batters to hit.

Slider: A pitch that breaks sharply as it approaches the batter, often used to deceive.

Changeup: A slower pitch designed to disrupt the timing of batters.

Sinker: A fastball that drops as it reaches home plate, creating ground balls.

Understanding these pitches is crucial for appreciating the best pitches in baseball history.



The Best Pitches in Baseball History

Let’s take a closer look at some of the most remarkable pitches that have ever graced the diamond,
showcasing their impact and the players who perfected them.

1. The Four-Seam Fastball

The four-seam fastball is arguably the most essential pitch in baseball. Its simplicity and effectiveness
have made it a staple for pitchers across generations.

- Player: Nolan Ryan
- Impact: Ryan, known for his blistering speed, holds the record for the most strikeouts in MLB history.
His four-seam fastball, often exceeding 100 mph, was instrumental in his seven no-hitters.

The four-seam fastball's straight trajectory allows pitchers to throw it with confidence, making it a go-
to pitch in high-pressure situations.

2. The Curveball

The curveball is a pitch that has mystified batters for decades. Its unique spin and trajectory create an
illusion that can result in a swing and miss.

- Player: Sandy Koufax
- Impact: Koufax’s curveball is considered one of the best in history. He led the league in strikeouts
four times and was known for his dominance during the 1960s.

Koufax’s mastery of the curveball, combined with his fierce competitiveness, made him one of the
most feared pitchers of his era.

3. The Slider

The slider is a hybrid between a fastball and a curveball, and when thrown correctly, it can be nearly
impossible to hit.

- Player: Mariano Rivera
- Impact: Rivera's cutter, a type of slider, is famous for its late break. He is the all-time saves leader
and is often regarded as the greatest relief pitcher in baseball history.

Mariano's ability to consistently throw his cutter for strikes made him a perennial All-Star and a key
player in the Yankees’ success during the late 1990s and early 2000s.



4. The Changeup

The changeup is designed to deceive batters by mimicking the fastball but arriving at a slower speed.

- Player: Pedro Martinez
- Impact: Known for his incredible changeup, Martinez struck out 3,117 batters in his career. His
changeup was so effective that it often left batters looking foolish at the plate.

Martinez's understanding of timing and his ability to manipulate speed made his changeup a
devastating weapon.

5. The Knuckleball

The knuckleball is a unique pitch that dances unpredictably as it approaches the plate, making it
challenging for both batters and catchers.

- Player: Phil Niekro
- Impact: Niekro is one of the best knuckleball pitchers in history, winning 318 games and making
multiple All-Star appearances. His mastery of the pitch earned him a reputation as a durable and
effective pitcher.

The knuckleball's erratic movement can frustrate batters, and Niekro’s skill in throwing it made him a
standout in his era.

6. The Split-Finger Fastball

The split-finger fastball, or "splitter," can create a sharp drop as it approaches the batter, often
resulting in ground balls or swings and misses.

- Player: Bruce Sutter
- Impact: Sutter popularized the split-finger fastball in the 1970s and 1980s. His effectiveness with the
pitch helped him secure a place in the Hall of Fame.

Sutter’s split-finger enabled him to rack up saves and strikeouts, making him a formidable closer
during his career.

Memorable Moments Involving Iconic Pitches

The best pitches in baseball history are often linked to unforgettable moments that have become part
of the sport's lore. Here are a few notable instances:

Sandy Koufax's Perfect Game (1965): On September 9, 1965, Koufax threw a perfect game1.
against the Chicago Cubs, striking out 14 batters with his legendary curveball.



Mariano Rivera's Last Game (2013): In his final game, Rivera’s cutter was on full display, as2.
he struck out the final batter of his career, leaving an indelible mark on baseball history.

Pedro Martinez vs. the Yankees (1999 ALCS): Martinez’s changeup was instrumental in his3.
dominance during this series, where he struck out 17 batters in a single game.

Phil Niekro's 300th Win (1985): Niekro achieved this milestone with his signature4.
knuckleball, showcasing the pitch’s effectiveness even later in his career.

These moments not only highlight the brilliance of these pitches but also the players who mastered
them, contributing to the rich tapestry of baseball history.

Conclusion

The best pitches in baseball history are a testament to the skill and artistry of the pitchers who threw
them. From the blistering speed of the fastball to the unpredictable nature of the knuckleball, each
pitch has its place in the annals of the game. The players who have perfected these pitches have not
only left their mark on the sport but have also provided fans with unforgettable moments that will be
remembered for generations. As baseball continues to evolve, the legacy of these iconic pitches will
undoubtedly endure, inspiring future generations of pitchers and fans alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines the best pitches in baseball history?
The best pitches in baseball history are often defined by their effectiveness, impact on games, and
the skill with which they were thrown, often resulting in significant strikeouts or game-winning plays.

Who is widely regarded as having the best fastball in baseball
history?
Nolan Ryan is often cited for having the best fastball in baseball history, known for his incredible
velocity and ability to overpower hitters.

What is the significance of Sandy Koufax's curveball?
Sandy Koufax's curveball is legendary for its sharp break and ability to deceive batters, contributing
to his dominance during the 1960s and earning him three Cy Young Awards.

Which pitcher is famous for the 'splitting' fastball?
Mariano Rivera is famous for his 'cut fastball,' which he used to great effect throughout his career,
making him one of the most successful closers in baseball history.



What pitch did Bob Gibson throw that made him a Hall of
Famer?
Bob Gibson's slider was instrumental in his success, allowing him to dominate hitters and secure two
Cy Young Awards and two World Series titles.

How did Pedro Martinez's changeup contribute to his success?
Pedro Martinez's changeup was one of the best in the game, allowing him to keep hitters off balance
and leading to numerous strikeouts during his career.

What is the significance of the 'Bushy Curl' pitch by Walter
Johnson?
Walter Johnson's 'Bushy Curl' fastball was revolutionary for its speed and movement, earning him a
place among the greatest pitchers in history.

Which pitch is considered revolutionary in modern baseball?
The slider, popularized by pitchers like Sandy Koufax and later perfected by others, is considered
revolutionary for its effectiveness against hitters.

What record did Randy Johnson set with his pitching?
Randy Johnson set the record for the most strikeouts in a single season with 413 strikeouts in 2001,
showcasing his dominant pitching ability.

Why is the 'knuckleball' pitch unique in baseball history?
The knuckleball is unique because it is unpredictable and difficult to hit due to its erratic movement,
with notable practitioners like Phil Niekro and Tim Wakefield achieving success with it.
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