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Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal Emperor, ruled over the Indian subcontinent from 1658 until his death
in 1707. He is one of the most controversial figures in Indian history, known for his expansionist
policies and his strict adherence to Islamic principles. His reign marked the height of the Mughal
Empire, yet it also laid the foundations for its eventual decline. This article delves into the life, reign,
and legacy of Aurangzeb, providing a comprehensive overview of his biography.



Early Life and Background

Aurangzeb was born on November 3, 1618, in Dahod, Gujarat, to Emperor Shah Jahan and his wife,
Mumtaz Mahal. He was the third son among the couple's fourteen children. His upbringing was
characterized by the opulence of the Mughal court, where he received a comprehensive education
that included literature, theology, and military strategy.

Aurangzeb's early life was significantly influenced by his father, Shah Jahan, who was known for his
architectural marvels, including the Taj Mahal, built in memory of his wife. However, Aurangzeb's
strict adherence to Islamic beliefs and his interest in governance and military affairs set him apart
from his father.

Rise to Power

Aurangzeb's ascent to the throne was marked by familial strife and political intrigue. His father,
Shah Jahan, fell ill in 1657, leading to a battle for succession among his sons. Aurangzeb, alongside
his brothers, engaged in a power struggle that culminated in the de facto imprisonment of Shah
Jahan.

In 1658, Aurangzeb emerged victorious after defeating his brothers, Dara Shikoh, Shuja, and Murad.
He ascended to the throne and took the title “Alamgir,” meaning "World Seizer." His reign began
with promises of justice and piety, but it soon transformed into a period of rigidity and conflict.

Reign as Emperor

Aurangzeb's reign is often characterized by two significant themes: expansion and religious
orthodoxy.

Expansion of the Empire

Under Aurangzeb's rule, the Mughal Empire reached its greatest territorial extent. His military
campaigns extended the empire southward into the Deccan Plateau, resulting in the annexation of
several kingdoms, including:

1. Golconda (1687)
2. Bijapur (1686)
3. Maratha Empire (Ongoing conflict)

Aurangzeb employed various strategies to maintain control over these regions, including diplomacy,
warfare, and the establishment of a robust administrative system. However, his relentless military
campaigns drained the empire's resources and led to widespread dissent among the local
populations.



Religious Policies

Aurangzeb's religious policies diverged sharply from those of his predecessors. While previous
emperors had practiced a more syncretic approach to governance, Aurangzeb was known for his
orthodox Islamic beliefs. Key aspects of his religious policies included:

1. Reinstatement of the Jizya Tax: Aurangzeb reimposed the jizya, a tax levied on non-Muslims,
which had been abolished by Akbar, his great-grandfather. This decision alienated many Hindu
subjects and fueled resentment.
2. Destruction of Temples: Aurangzeb is often criticized for ordering the destruction of several
Hindu temples, including the Keshav Rai Temple in Mathura and the Vishwanath Temple in
Varanasi. These actions were perceived as a direct attack on Hindu culture and faith.
3. Promotion of Islamic Law: Aurangzeb sought to implement Sharia law more rigorously, leading to
increased restrictions on non-Muslims and the promotion of Islamic values.

Despite these measures, Aurangzeb's policies were not uniformly successful. His attempts to convert
non-Muslims met with limited success, and resistance from various communities grew stronger over
time.

Challenges and Conflicts

Aurangzeb's reign was marked by several significant challenges and conflicts that contributed to the
decline of the Mughal Empire.

Maratha Wars

The Maratha Empire, under the leadership of figures like Shivaji and later, his successors, posed a
significant challenge to Mughal authority. The Marathas employed guerrilla tactics, which proved
effective against Aurangzeb's larger armies. The conflicts with the Marathas lasted for decades and
drained the empire's resources, leading to significant military and economic strains.

Sikh Resistance

Aurangzeb’s religious policies also led to tensions with the Sikh community. Guru Tegh Bahadur was
executed under Aurangzeb's orders for opposing forced conversions. This act incited further
resentment and resistance from Sikhs, culminating in the establishment of the Khalsa by Guru
Gobind Singh, a movement that aimed to protect and promote Sikh identity and rights.

Regional Rebellions

Numerous regional rebellions erupted during Aurangzeb's reign, fueled by dissatisfaction with
Mughal rule and its oppressive policies. Notable uprisings included:



- The Bundela Rebellion: Led by Chhatrasal, this rebellion highlighted the discontent among Rajput
clans.
- The Ahom Kingdom: In northeastern India, the Ahoms resisted Mughal expansion for over 17 years.

These revolts strained Mughal resources and showcased the growing fragmentation of the empire.

Later Years and Death

In his later years, Aurangzeb faced increasing challenges both politically and personally. His health
began to decline, and he became increasingly isolated. The empire that he had worked so hard to
expand began to unravel, as regional governors and nobles gained power and authority.

Aurangzeb died on March 3, 1707, in Aurangabad, Deccan. His last words were reportedly a plea for
forgiveness and a reminder of the impermanence of life. Aurangzeb was buried in a simple grave, in
stark contrast to the elaborate tombs of his predecessors.

Legacy

Aurangzeb's legacy is complex and multifaceted. While he is remembered as a powerful and effective
ruler who expanded the Mughal Empire to its zenith, his reign is also characterized by controversy
and division. His orthodox policies and military campaigns contributed significantly to the eventual
decline of the Mughal Empire.

The socio-political landscape of India was forever altered by Aurangzeb's reign. His policies not only
intensified existing religious divides but also sowed the seeds of resistance that would culminate in
the rise of regional powers and the eventual British colonization of India.

Conclusion

The biography of Aurangzeb Mughal Emperor illustrates the complexities of leadership in a diverse
and vast empire. His legacy continues to spark debate among historians and scholars, reflecting the
multifaceted nature of his rule and the intricate tapestry of Indian history. Understanding
Aurangzeb's life and reign offers valuable insights into the dynamics of power, religion, and culture
in the Indian subcontinent during the 17th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Aurangzeb and when did he rule as Mughal
Emperor?
Aurangzeb was the sixth Mughal Emperor who ruled from 1658 to 1707. He is known for expanding
the empire to its greatest territorial extent.



What were some key policies implemented by Aurangzeb
during his reign?
Aurangzeb is known for his strict adherence to Islamic law, the reimposition of the jizya tax on non-
Muslims, and efforts to expand the empire through military campaigns.

How did Aurangzeb's rule impact the Indian subcontinent?
Aurangzeb's rule is often viewed as a period of cultural and religious strife, leading to increased
tensions between Hindus and Muslims and contributing to the eventual decline of the Mughal
Empire.

What were Aurangzeb's contributions to architecture?
Aurangzeb commissioned several notable structures, including the Badshahi Mosque in Lahore and
the Bibi Ka Maqbara in Aurangabad, which resemble the Taj Mahal's grandeur.

How did Aurangzeb's approach to governance differ from his
predecessors?
Unlike his predecessors, Aurangzeb pursued a more orthodox Islamic policy and was less tolerant of
other religions, which led to significant changes in the administration and cultural dynamics of the
empire.

What led to the decline of the Mughal Empire after
Aurangzeb's death?
Aurangzeb's death in 1707 marked the beginning of the empire's decline, as his policies alienated
various communities, leading to internal rebellions and the fragmentation of the empire.

What is the legacy of Aurangzeb in modern India?
Aurangzeb's legacy is complex; some view him as a symbol of religious intolerance, while others
argue he was a capable ruler who expanded the empire's territory and influence.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/64-frame/Book?trackid=HwH15-0993&title=usatestprep-answer-key.pdf

Biography Of Aurangzeb Mughal Emperor

怎么写投稿的作者简介? - 知乎
Jul 24, 2019 · 知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为
品牌使命。知乎凭 …

英语中的bio是指什么意思? - 知乎

https://soc.up.edu.ph/64-frame/Book?trackid=HwH15-0993&title=usatestprep-answer-key.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/09-draft/pdf?ID=gtg04-5595&title=biography-of-aurangzeb-mughal-emperor.pdf


查了查，bio是英文单词 biography 的缩写，“ 传记; 生平; 传记文学; 人生历程” 当然bio作为词根也有特定的意思，bio=表生物、生命、生活 bio与graph+y合
在一起在社交媒体上现在往往指的 …

请问IEEE的biography，不想添加照片，应该怎么做呢？ - 知乎
\\begin{IEEEbiography} {test1}In this paragraph you can place your educational, professional
backgr…

请问在elsevier投稿中，author statement 该怎么写？ - 知乎
有的期刊，甚至是整个出版社，在稿件提交过程中需要作者提交专门的Credit Author Statement，或者要求作者把这部分包含在Cover letter里面。由于是标准化
的内容，所以写起 …

“简历”的英文单词是啥呀？ - 知乎
Mar 16, 2020 · bio 是biography的缩写 但一般就直接说bio 是个人简介的意思 比如社交账号的界面上填写的简介 最后一个更像是人物生平 比bio正式 一般给过
世的人写的就是这个 但给在世的 …

foobar2000 播放器的插件有哪些推荐？ - 知乎
解码器:添加需要的音频解码器 foo_ui_hacks (用户界面增强)：静音暂停，恢复时播放 foo_uie_biography 简介查看器：查看封面 foo_eslyric :桌面歌词
foo_w10shell：任务栏歌曲播 …

手把手教你如何投Elsevier爱思唯尔TOP期刊 - 知乎
Sep 1, 2021 · 本人毕业985小硕一枚，机械工程-车辆工程方向，目前已在爱思唯尔旗下期刊Energy（中科院一区，影响因子5.537）发表论文2篇，同时有幸受邀参与
了Energy期刊5篇论 …

IEEE IoT 提交初稿时需要提交作者信息嘛？ - 知乎
4个回答 默认排序 知乎用户 初稿不需要在文章末尾提供biography，只需要在submission的系统里把作者信息写对。 发布于 2021-04-07 15:22 赞同 1 2
条评论 分享

企业简介要怎么写？（附常用模板及词句）
2、其次看用途 最好可以准备“通用+对应”的企业简介，有一份通用版的企业简介，并且针对简介的用途提供不同的细化版本，比如针对政府的版本，要突出和政府的良好关系，对企业的版本
要 …

elsevier出版社旗下的期刊，前两周状态是with Editor，之后就变成 …
很不幸，一般来说，如果没有经历 Reviewers invited（审稿人审稿） 状态，直接进入 Decision in process（决定） 状态，说明编辑并 没有将稿件分发给审稿
人，而是 自己直接做了决定，而 …

怎么写投稿的作者简介? - 知乎
Jul 24, 2019 · 知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为
品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、专业、友善的社区氛围、独特的产品机制以及结构化和易获得的优质内容，聚集了中文互联网科技、商业、影视 …

英语中的bio是指什么意思? - 知乎
查了查，bio是英文单词 biography 的缩写，“ 传记; 生平; 传记文学; 人生历程” 当然bio作为词根也有特定的意思，bio=表生物、生命、生活 bio与graph+y合
在一起在社交媒体上现在往往指的是（尤其供公开发表的）个人简历 发布于 2021-05-08 00:11 opinian 基佬/trophy hushand

请问IEEE的biography，不想添加照片，应该怎么做呢？ - 知乎
\\begin{IEEEbiography} {test1}In this paragraph you can place your educational, professional
backgr…

请问在elsevier投稿中，author statement 该怎么写？ - 知乎
有的期刊，甚至是整个出版社，在稿件提交过程中需要作者提交专门的Credit Author Statement，或者要求作者把这部分包含在Cover letter里面。由于是标准化
的内容，所以写起来非常简单，你看我上边那个不是用的这个标准，我还得写成一句一句的短句子，但是如果采用这个标准，就跟填表一样，我这里给 …



“简历”的英文单词是啥呀？ - 知乎
Mar 16, 2020 · bio 是biography的缩写 但一般就直接说bio 是个人简介的意思 比如社交账号的界面上填写的简介 最后一个更像是人物生平 比bio正式 一般给过
世的人写的就是这个 但给在世的人也同样可以写 编辑于 2020-03-16 16:08 IceAgeQQ 一心一意的吃，三心二意的减肥

foobar2000 播放器的插件有哪些推荐？ - 知乎
解码器:添加需要的音频解码器 foo_ui_hacks (用户界面增强)：静音暂停，恢复时播放 foo_uie_biography 简介查看器：查看封面 foo_eslyric :桌面歌词
foo_w10shell：任务栏歌曲播放暂停、切换（win10用） foo_w7shell (Win7 外壳交互) ：任务栏歌曲播放暂停、切换（win7用）

手把手教你如何投Elsevier爱思唯尔TOP期刊 - 知乎
Sep 1, 2021 · 本人毕业985小硕一枚，机械工程-车辆工程方向，目前已在爱思唯尔旗下期刊Energy（中科院一区，影响因子5.537）发表论文2篇，同时有幸受邀参与
了Energy期刊5篇论文的审稿。想当初，自己也是从一个论文小白，到现在的灌水喷子，下面就以Energy期刊为例，和大家分享一下爱思唯尔旗下期刊投稿的过程 ...

IEEE IoT 提交初稿时需要提交作者信息嘛？ - 知乎
4个回答 默认排序 知乎用户 初稿不需要在文章末尾提供biography，只需要在submission的系统里把作者信息写对。 发布于 2021-04-07 15:22 赞同 1 2
条评论 分享

企业简介要怎么写？（附常用模板及词句）
2、其次看用途 最好可以准备“通用+对应”的企业简介，有一份通用版的企业简介，并且针对简介的用途提供不同的细化版本，比如针对政府的版本，要突出和政府的良好关系，对企业的版本
要重点突出商务数据和诚信经营等。

elsevier出版社旗下的期刊，前两周状态是with Editor，之后就变成 …
很不幸，一般来说，如果没有经历 Reviewers invited（审稿人审稿） 状态，直接进入 Decision in process（决定） 状态，说明编辑并 没有将稿件分发给审稿
人，而是 自己直接做了决定，而这个决定一般是 Reject（拒稿）。 下面就这个问题，详细聊一聊SCI论文投递完成后， 不同阶段投稿系统中的状态 …

Explore the intriguing biography of Aurangzeb

Back to Home

https://soc.up.edu.ph

