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Beowulf Answer Key
Reading Guide Questions, pp. 42-49

Gremdel

1. What evidence indicates the Christian influence on lines 1-157
-Thie Almighty |'|.-\.|\|'|_: the earth [hine 7)

2. Identify the demonic characteristics of Grendel
i darkness pests an evil rworkd, Haunted the moors, made his
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3. What Biblical allusion identifies Grendel's ancestors?
Cadn, =on of Adam and Eve, killed his brother Abel

4 Aglm h:m- isthe tlurm-e uf good vs. evil made evident?
The s ot ... A brood forever opposing the Lord"s /Wil

5 What “conditions” made it easy for Grendel to raid Hrothgar's hall?

Warriors were aslecp and dreaming, suspecting nothing

6 What l.||.'\d uctions can be made about Grendel's size and strength?

Huge st _|||||I|-x

gihi snatched up thirty men, smas| ed them unknow
i i bes

7.  How does Hrothgar react to the deaths of his mu:-n'-‘
Joyless, mourning, wept, “fearing the beginning might not be the end

B What was Grendel’s intention when ke came again the next night?
To quench his lust for evil, but nothing would be enough

9, How did the warriors “cope” with the threat of Grendel?

Tried to escape and stay as far oway from him as possible

10. What i significant about line 587

Hate had triumphed. Evil p

11. How long did Herol stay empty?

12. Kdentify the kenning on line 64
Hell-forged hands. [t suggests that Grendel is a creature of hell, in league with the De il

13. How did the horror of Grendel's presence spread from place to place?

The sailors spread the news. “His misery leaped the seas

14. To what lengths did the Danes go in order to remedy the problem with Grendel?
Saught p

ce by offering truces, setthements, gold or Land, ¢tc /offered sacrifices o "old

aganism)

Beowulf question answer sessions are a fundamental part of studying this epic poem, which is a cornerstone
of Anglo-Saxon literature. Understanding the various themes, characters, and significant events within
"Beowulf” is essential for both students and enthusiasts of this timeless work. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of key questions and answers that delve into the poem's literary elements,

historical context, and thematic depth, ensuring a thorough understanding of this iconic text.

Overview of Beowulf

"Beowulf” is an Old English epic poem, believed to have been composed between the 8th and 11th

centuries. The poem tells the story of its titular hero, Beowulf, a Geatish warrior who travels to Denmark



to help King Hrothgar defend his kingdom from the monstrous creature Grendel. The narrative explores
themes of heroism, loyalty, and the struggle between good and evil, while also reflecting the values and

beliefs of early medieval society.

Key Characters

1. Beowulf: The protagonist and hero of the poem, known for his incredible strength and bravery.
2. Grendel: The primary antagonist, a monstrous creature that terrorizes Hrothgar's hall.

3. Grendel's Mother: A vengeful being who seeks retribution for her son’s death.

4. Hrothgar: The king of the Danes, who seeks Beowulf's help against Grendel.

5. Wiglaf: A young warrior who assists Beowulf in his final battle against a dragon.

Central Themes

1. Heroism and Valor: Beowulf embodies the qualities of an epic hero, showcasing physical strength,
bravery, and a sense of duty.

2. Good vs. Evil: The narrative illustrates the eternal struggle between heroic figures and monstrous
adversaries.

3. Fate and Destiny: The concept of fate, or wyrd, plays a significant role, influencing characters’ actions and
outcomes.

4. Loyalty and Friendship: The bonds between warriors, as seen in Beowulf's relationship with his men,

highlight the importance of loyalty in warrior culture.

Frequently Asked Questions about Beowulf

1. What motivates Beowulf to help Hrothgar?

Beowulf is motivated by a combination of duty, loyalty, and the desire for glory. As a warrior, he
understands the importance of helping those in need, especially fellow warriors. Hrothgar had once helped
Beowulf's father, which establishes a personal connection and sense of obligation. Additionally, Beowulf

seeks to enhance his reputation and achieve lasting fame through his heroic deeds.

2. How does Beowulf defeat Grendel?

Beowulf defeats Grendel by engaging him in hand-to-hand combat, showcasing his immense strength and



skill. Unlike other warriors who use weapons, Beowulf chooses to fight Grendel without armor or sword,
believing that it would be dishonorable to use weapons against a creature that does not wield them. In a

fierce struggle, Beowulf ultimately tears off Grendel's arm, leading to the monster’s defeat.

3. What role does fate play in Beowulf's journey?

Fate, or wyrd, is a crucial element of "Beowulf." Characters often acknowledge that their destinies are
preordained, which can create a sense of inevitability regarding their fates. Beowulf himself expresses
awareness of fate throughout his journey, and the poem suggests that while individuals can strive for
greatness, their ultimate outcomes may be beyond their control. This theme is particularly evident in
Beowulf’s final battle with the dragon, where he faces his destiny with courage despite knowing the risks

involved.

4. How does the theme of loyalty manifest in the poem?

Loyalty is a central theme in "Beowulf," particularly through the relationships between warriors and their
leaders. Beowulf’s loyalty to Hrothgar motivates him to help the Danes, while his men’s loyalty to Beowulf
is showcased when they rally around him in battle. The character of Wiglaf embodies loyalty as he stands
by Beowulf during his final confrontation with the dragon, contrasting sharply with the other warriors
who flee in fear. This theme emphasizes the importance of camaraderie and the warrior code in Anglo-

Saxon society.

5. What lessons can be drawn from Beowulf's character arc?

Beowulf's character arc illustrates several lessons:

- The importance of bravery: Beowulf consistently demonstrates courage, inspiring others to face their
fears.

- The value of humility: Despite his great strength and achievements, Beowulf remains humble,
acknowledging the role of fate and the support of his warriors.

- The inevitability of death: Beowulf’s journey ultimately leads to his demise, reminding readers that even

the greatest heroes must confront mortality.

Literary Devices in Beowulf



Epic Conventions

"Beowulf" adheres to several epic conventions, including:

- Invocation of the Muse: The poem begins by invoking inspiration for the storytelling.
- In Medias Res: The narrative starts in the midst of events, with Beowulf's arrival in Denmark.
- Epithets: Descriptive phrases are frequently used to characterize figures, such as “Beowulf, son of

Ecgtheow” or “Hrothgar, protector of the Scyldings.”

Symbolism

- Monsters as Symbols: Grendel, Grendel’s mother, and the dragon symbolize various aspects of evil and
chaos that must be confronted.
- The Mead Hall: Heorot, Hrothgar’s hall, symbolizes community, civilization, and the importance of

kinship and loyalty.

Conclusion

In summary, exploring "Beowulf" through question and answer sessions enhances our understanding of
this epic poem's rich themes, characters, and cultural significance. The narrative of Beowulf not only serves
as a thrilling tale of heroism but also reflects the values and beliefs of the society from which it emerged.
By engaging with these questions, readers can gain deeper insights into the intricate layers of meaning
within "Beowulf," solidifying its status as a timeless piece of literature that continues to resonate with

audiences today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in Beowulf?

The main themes in Beowulf include heroism, the struggle between good and evil, loyalty, the

importance of reputation, and the inevitability of death.

Who are the primary antagonists that Beowulf faces in the poem?

The primary antagonists in Beowulf are Grendel, Grendel's mother, and the dragon that Beowulf faces in

his later years.



How does Beowulf demonstrate the qualities of an epic hero?

Beowulf demonstrates the qualities of an epic hero through his bravery in facing formidable foes, his

strength and skill in battle, his loyalty to his people, and his desire for glory and honor.

‘What role does fate play in Beowulf?

Fate, or wyrd, plays a significant role in Beowulf as it reflects the belief that an individual's destiny is

predetermined, influencing characters' actions and their acceptance of life's outcomes.

How does the concept of loyalty manifest in Beowulf?

Loyalty in Beowulf is manifested through the bonds between warriors and their leaders, exemplified by
Beowulf's allegiance to King Hrothgar and later to his own people, highlighting the importance of kinship

and duty in the warrior culture.
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