
Biggest Bank Heist In Us History

The biggest bank heist in US history is an event that has captivated the public's
imagination for decades, not only because of the sheer scale of the crime but also due to
the audacity and cleverness displayed by the perpetrators. The heist that holds this
infamous title is the 1997 Dunbar Armored robbery, which took place in Los Angeles,
California. This crime remains a focal point of discussions regarding security, criminal
psychology, and the pursuit of justice. In this article, we will delve into the details of this
monumental heist, examining how it unfolded, the masterminds behind it, and its lasting
impact on the world of crime and security.

Overview of the Heist

The Dunbar Armored robbery occurred on September 12, 1997, and is estimated to have
netted the robbers over $18 million in cash, making it the largest cash robbery in US
history. The crime was meticulously planned and executed by a group of insiders with
detailed knowledge of the armored car company's operations. This insider information
proved to be crucial, allowing the robbers to bypass many of the security measures in
place.

Planning the Heist

The mastermind behind the heist was Allen Pace, who was the regional safety inspector for
Dunbar Armored. Pace had a wealth of knowledge about the security protocols and the
inner workings of the company, which he used to his advantage. He recruited a group of
accomplices, including friends and former colleagues, to help execute the plan. The
following steps outline how the heist was meticulously planned:

1. Gathering Information: Pace gathered intelligence on the cash delivery schedules,
security measures, and the layout of the Dunbar facility.



2. Recruiting Accomplices: He enlisted the help of five other individuals who had prior
experience in the armored car business, ensuring they understood the security systems.
3. Creating a Distraction: The robbers planned to create a distraction to divert attention
from the heist, allowing them to execute their plan without interference.
4. Timing the Heist: The robbery was scheduled for early morning when security personnel
would be minimal and cash delivery would be at its peak.

The Execution of the Heist

On the day of the robbery, Allen Pace and his crew executed their plan with precision. They
arrived at the Dunbar facility dressed as maintenance workers, which allowed them to gain
access without raising suspicion. The following steps outline the execution of the heist:

1. Gaining Access: The crew entered the facility under the guise of performing maintenance
work, fooling the security personnel on duty.
2. Overpowering Security: Once inside, they quickly overpowered the guards, using zip ties
to restrain them and ensuring that they would not be able to raise an alarm.
3. Loading the Cash: The crew then accessed the vault, where they began loading cash into
bags. Their insider knowledge allowed them to know exactly where to find the largest
amounts of cash.
4. Making Their Escape: After loading the money into a truck, the crew made their escape,
blending into the busy streets of Los Angeles.

The Aftermath of the Heist

The robbery was not discovered until several hours later, when employees arrived for work
and found the guards tied up and the vault empty. The authorities were alerted, and an
extensive investigation was launched.

The Investigation

In the wake of the Dunbar robbery, law enforcement agencies were determined to catch
the perpetrators. The investigation unfolded in several stages:

1. Gathering Evidence: Investigators collected evidence from the scene, including
fingerprints and surveillance footage from the facility.
2. Tracing the Cash: Law enforcement agencies began tracking the cash, which was marked
with serial numbers, making it easier to identify when it surfaced in the market.
3. Interviews and Leads: Investigators conducted interviews with employees and
acquaintances of Allen Pace, looking for any leads that could point to the robbers.



The Breakthrough

The breakthrough in the case came when one of the accomplices, a man named Rickey
Lee, was arrested for a separate crime. During questioning, Lee revealed information about
the heist, leading investigators to Allen Pace and the rest of the crew. The following
sequence of events marked the unraveling of the robbery:

1. Arrests Made: Within a few weeks of the initial robbery, several members of the crew
were arrested, including Pace.
2. Recovery of Cash: Law enforcement was able to recover approximately $6 million of the
stolen cash, although the remaining amount was never fully recovered.
3. Trials and Sentences: The arrested individuals faced trials, with Pace receiving a
sentence of 22 years in prison. Other accomplices received varying sentences based on
their level of involvement.

Impact on Security and Crime Prevention

The Dunbar Armored robbery had a profound impact on the security practices of financial
institutions and armored car companies. In the aftermath of the heist, several changes
were implemented to prevent similar incidents from occurring in the future. Key changes
included:

1. Increased Security Measures: Financial institutions began investing in more advanced
security technologies, including biometric authentication and enhanced surveillance
systems.
2. Background Checks: Companies tightened their hiring practices, implementing thorough
background checks and psychological evaluations for employees.
3. Training for Employees: Enhanced training programs were developed to prepare
employees for potential robbery situations, emphasizing the importance of alertness and
vigilance.

Cultural Impact

The Dunbar heist has not only influenced the world of crime and security but has also left a
lasting mark on popular culture. Documentaries, books, and films have been produced that
explore the intricacies of the crime and the psychology behind it. This heist serves as a
compelling story of greed, betrayal, and the occasional triumph of justice.

Conclusion

The biggest bank heist in US history, the Dunbar Armored robbery, stands as a testament
to the lengths individuals will go to in pursuit of wealth. The meticulous planning and
execution of the heist, combined with the eventual downfall of the perpetrators, provide a
cautionary tale about crime and its consequences. The legacy of this audacious crime



continues to resonate in discussions about security and criminal behavior, reminding us
that even the most well-laid plans can lead to unforeseen ramifications. As law enforcement
and security measures continue to evolve, the lessons learned from the Dunbar robbery
remain relevant, ensuring that history does not repeat itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the biggest bank heist in U.S. history?
The biggest bank heist in U.S. history is often considered to be the 1997 Banco Central
heist in Fortaleza, Brazil, where thieves stole approximately $70 million. However, in the
context of U.S. history, the 2003 Hatton Garden safe deposit burglary in New York, where
$25 million was stolen, is also notable.

When did the biggest bank heist in U.S. history occur?
One of the largest bank heists in U.S. history, the Hatton Garden burglary, occurred over
the Easter weekend in 2015, although the heist in 1997 in Brazil is not U.S.-based but often
referenced.

Who was involved in the biggest bank heist in U.S.
history?
The Hatton Garden heist involved a group of elderly criminals from London, but in terms of
U.S. history, notable figures include the infamous bank robber Willie Sutton, who was active
in the early 20th century.

How was the biggest bank heist in U.S. history
executed?
In the Hatton Garden heist, thieves used tools to drill through thick concrete walls and
accessed safety deposit boxes over the Easter weekend when the area was relatively quiet.

What were the consequences of the biggest bank heist
in U.S. history?
The consequences of the Hatton Garden heist included a significant increase in security
measures at banks and the eventual arrest and sentencing of several of the thieves
involved.

How did the public react to the biggest bank heist in
U.S. history?
The Hatton Garden heist shocked the public due to the age of the culprits and the audacity
of the crime, leading to widespread media coverage and fascination.



What security measures have been taken since the
biggest bank heist in U.S. history?
In response to heists like the Hatton Garden burglary, banks have increased security
protocols, including enhanced surveillance systems, biometric access controls, and
improved alarm systems.

Are there any films or documentaries about the biggest
bank heist in U.S. history?
Yes, the Hatton Garden heist has been the subject of several documentaries and films,
including the 2017 film 'The Great Heist' and various documentaries that explore the crime
in detail.

What lessons were learned from the biggest bank heist
in U.S. history?
One key lesson learned is the importance of thorough background checks for employees
and the need for multi-layered security systems to deter sophisticated criminal operations.

Is the stolen money from the biggest bank heist in U.S.
history still missing?
In many high-profile heists, including the Hatton Garden burglary, a significant portion of
the stolen money remains unrecovered, although some of the thieves were caught and
some assets were returned.
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