
Behind The Native American Achievement
Gap Answer Key

Behind the Native American achievement gap answer key is a critical
examination of the multifaceted reasons that contribute to educational
disparities experienced by Native American students. This gap in academic
success has been a matter of concern for educators, policymakers, and
communities for decades. In order to address this issue comprehensively, it's
essential to explore the historical context, socio-economic factors, cultural
influences, and systemic barriers that play a significant role in shaping
educational outcomes for Native American populations.

Understanding the Achievement Gap

The achievement gap refers to the persistent disparity in academic
performance between different groups of students. It is often measured
through standardized test scores, graduation rates, and other educational
metrics. In the case of Native American students, this gap is particularly
pronounced when compared to their white counterparts and even other minority
groups.

Historical Context

To grasp the complexity of the Native American achievement gap, one must
consider the historical backdrop of education for Indigenous peoples in North
America.

1. Colonial Education Policies: From the 19th century onwards, Indigenous
children were often forcibly removed from their families and placed in
boarding schools designed to assimilate them into Euro-American culture. This



traumatic experience disrupted cultural transmission and created deep-seated
mistrust of educational institutions.

2. Legislation and Treaties: Various treaties and legislation, such as the
Dawes Act, undermined the sovereignty of Native tribes and their ability to
govern their education systems. The imposition of federal standards often
failed to accommodate Indigenous knowledge systems.

3. Cultural Suppression: Educational practices historically marginalized
Native languages and cultures, leading to a disconnect between students’
identities and their schooling experiences.

Socio-Economic Factors

Socio-economic status plays a significant role in educational achievement.
Native American communities often face challenges that can hinder academic
success.

- Poverty Rates: Native American communities experience some of the highest
poverty rates in the U.S. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the poverty
rate among Native Americans is significantly higher than the national
average, leading to restricted access to resources necessary for academic
success.

- Limited Access to Quality Education: Many Native American reservations are
located in rural areas where educational resources, such as experienced
teachers, advanced coursework, and extracurricular activities, are limited.

- Health Disparities: Higher rates of health issues, including mental health
challenges and substance abuse, can affect students' ability to focus on
their education.

Systemic Barriers in Education

Several systemic barriers contribute to the achievement gap experienced by
Native American students.

Underfunded Schools

Many schools serving Native American populations are underfunded, leading to
inadequate facilities, outdated materials, and a lack of extracurricular
programs.

- Funding Disparities: Schools on reservations often receive less funding
than their urban counterparts, which can directly impact the quality of



education provided.

- Teacher Turnover: High rates of teacher turnover are common in underfunded
schools, which can disrupt the learning environment and hinder student
achievement.

Cultural Misalignment in Curriculum

The curricula in many schools do not reflect the cultural backgrounds and
histories of Native American students.

- Lack of Representation: Textbooks and teaching materials often overlook or
misrepresent Native American history and contributions, leading to
disengagement among students.

- Culturally Relevant Pedagogy: There is a growing call for the incorporation
of culturally relevant pedagogy that acknowledges and respects Indigenous
ways of knowing and learning.

Standardized Testing Issues

Standardized testing has been criticized for failing to consider the unique
cultural and linguistic backgrounds of Native American students.

- Test Bias: Many standardized tests do not account for the linguistic
diversity and cultural contexts of Native students, which can result in
inaccurate assessments of their abilities.

- Test Anxiety: The pressure of standardized testing can disproportionately
affect students from high-stress environments, further exacerbating
performance disparities.

Strategies for Closing the Achievement Gap

Addressing the Native American achievement gap requires a multi-faceted
approach that involves collaboration among various stakeholders, including
educators, tribal leaders, and policymakers.

Community and Parental Engagement

Engaging Native American communities and parents in the educational process
is crucial for fostering a supportive learning environment.



- Cultural Events: Schools can organize cultural events that celebrate Native
American heritage, helping to instill pride and a sense of belonging among
students.

- Parent Workshops: Offering workshops that empower parents with tools to
support their children’s education can strengthen home-school connections.

Teacher Training and Support

Professional development for teachers is essential in creating a culturally
responsive classroom environment.

- Cultural Competency Training: Providing training focused on cultural
awareness and sensitivity can help teachers better understand the unique
challenges faced by Native American students.

- Mentorship Programs: Establishing mentorship programs that connect Native
American students with role models from their communities can encourage
academic persistence and success.

Policy Changes and Advocacy

Advocating for policy changes at the local, state, and federal levels can
help address systemic inequities in education.

- Increased Funding: Lobbying for equitable funding for schools serving
Native American populations can help improve resources and facilities.

- Advocating for Inclusive Curriculum: Encouraging the inclusion of Native
American history and perspectives in the curriculum can create a more
inclusive educational experience.

Conclusion

The Native American achievement gap is a complex issue rooted in historical
injustices, socio-economic challenges, and systemic barriers that have
persisted over generations. By understanding the factors that contribute to
this gap, stakeholders can work collaboratively to create effective
strategies aimed at closing it. Fostering community engagement, providing
teacher training, and advocating for policy changes are vital steps toward
ensuring that Native American students receive the quality education they
deserve. Addressing these challenges not only benefits Native American
students but also enriches the educational landscape for all learners,
promoting a more equitable society.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Native American achievement gap?
The Native American achievement gap refers to the disparities in educational
outcomes and performance between Native American students and their peers,
often characterized by lower test scores, graduation rates, and college
enrollment.

What factors contribute to the Native American
achievement gap?
Factors include historical trauma, socioeconomic challenges, lack of access
to quality education, cultural disconnects in the curriculum, and under-
resourced schools on reservations.

How does historical trauma affect Native American
education?
Historical trauma impacts Native American education by creating cycles of
disadvantage, including distrust in educational institutions, loss of
cultural identity, and emotional and psychological barriers to learning.

What role does cultural representation play in
closing the achievement gap?
Cultural representation in curricula helps Native American students see
themselves reflected in their education, fostering a sense of belonging,
relevance, and engagement, which can improve academic outcomes.

What initiatives are being implemented to address
the achievement gap?
Initiatives include culturally responsive teaching, mentorship programs,
community involvement in schools, and increased funding for Native American
educational programs.

What is the impact of standardized testing on Native
American students?
Standardized testing can disproportionately affect Native American students
due to cultural biases in test design, leading to lower scores that do not
accurately reflect their knowledge or capabilities.

How can policymakers support Native American
education?
Policymakers can support Native American education by increasing funding for



tribal schools, implementing culturally relevant curricula, promoting teacher
training on Native issues, and fostering partnerships with Native
communities.

What role do community and family support play in
Native American student success?
Community and family support are crucial for Native American student success,
providing encouragement, resources, and a sense of cultural identity that can
enhance motivation and resilience in educational pursuits.
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