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We Refugees

| come from a musical place
Where they shoot me for my song
And my brother has been tortured
By my brother in my land.

| come from a beautiful place
Where they hate my shade of skin
They don’t like the way | pray
And they ban free poetry.

| come from a beautiful place

Where girls cannot go to school

There you are told what to believe

And even young boys must grow beards.

| come from a great old forest
| think it is now a field
And the people | once knew

Are not there now.

We can all be refugees
MNobody is safe,

All it takes is a mad leader

Or no rain to bring forth food,
We can all be refugees

We can all be told to go,

We can be hated by someone
For being someone.

| come from a beautiful place

Where the valley floods each year
And each year the hurricane tells us
That we must keep moving on.

| come from an ancient place
All my family were born there
And | would like to go there
But | really want to live.

| come from a sunny, sandy place
Where tourists go to darken skin
And dealers like to sell guns there

| just can't tell you what's the price.

| am told | have no country now
I am told | am a lie

Benjamin Zephaniah




Benjamin Zephaniah poems for children have captivated young readers and listeners with their
vibrant language, engaging themes, and cultural significance. A renowned British poet, playwright,
and novelist, Zephaniah has a unique ability to blend humor, social commentary, and an appreciation
for the diversity of human experience in his works. This article delves into the world of Benjamin
Zephaniah'’s poetry for children, exploring his background, themes, notable works, and the impact of
his writing on young audiences.

Background of Benjamin Zephaniah

Born on April 15, 1958, in Birmingham, England, Benjamin Zephaniah is of Barbadian descent.
Growing up in a multicultural environment, he experienced the richness of diverse cultures, which
would later influence his writing. Zephaniah faced challenges in his early education due to his
dyslexia, which led him to develop a unique approach to language and expression.

His career began in the 1980s when he started performing his poetry at various venues, gaining
recognition for his powerful delivery and engaging style. Over the years, he has written numerous
books, plays, and poems, focusing on themes such as identity, social justice, and cultural heritage.

Thematic Elements in Zephaniah's Poetry for Children

Benjamin Zephaniah's poems often tackle significant themes that resonate with children. Some of
the prevalent themes include:

1. Identity and Cultural Heritage

Zephaniah emphasizes the importance of understanding one’s identity and embracing cultural
heritage. His poems celebrate diversity and encourage children to take pride in their backgrounds.
For example, in his poem "The British," he explores the notion of what it means to be British,
highlighting the contributions of various cultures.

2. Friendship and Community

Many of Zephaniah's poems focus on friendship, community, and the bonds that connect individuals.
He often portrays characters who navigate relationships, emphasizing the value of kindness and
support. Poems like "Talking Turkeys" showcase light-hearted interactions between friends and
family, teaching children about empathy and solidarity.

3. Nature and the Environment

Zephaniah's love for nature is evident in several of his poems. He often encourages children to
appreciate the world around them and recognize their role in preserving the environment. Poems



such as "The River" evoke imagery of nature’s beauty while prompting discussions about ecological
responsibility.

4. Social Justice and Activism

A prominent theme in Zephaniah'’s poetry is social justice. He uses his platform to address issues
such as racism, inequality, and the importance of standing up for what is right. His poem "No
Problem" confronts stereotypes and prejudices, encouraging children to challenge societal norms.

Notable Poems for Children

Benjamin Zephaniah has written numerous poems that are particularly appealing to children. Below
are some of his most notable works:

1. Talking Turkeys - This humorous poem features a conversation between a child and a turkey,
ultimately presenting a message about kindness and respect for all creatures.

2. No Problem - A powerful poem that tackles racism and identity, encouraging children to
embrace their uniqueness and confront stereotypes.

3. We are Britain - A celebratory poem that acknowledges the diverse cultures that make up
Britain, promoting unity and understanding.

4. The British - This poem challenges conventional notions of nationality, emphasizing the
multicultural fabric of British society.

5. My Dad’s a Birdman - A whimsical poem that tells the story of a father who is a birdman,
celebrating imagination and the special bond between parent and child.

The Impact of Zephaniah's Poetry on Children

Benjamin Zephaniah's poems for children have a profound impact, fostering not only a love for
literature but also important social values. Here are some ways his poetry positively influences
young readers:

1. Encouraging Literacy and Language Skills

Zephaniah'’s use of rhythmic language and playful words captivates young readers, making poetry
accessible and enjoyable. His work helps children develop language skills and a deeper appreciation
for the art of expression. By engaging with his poems, children are inspired to explore their



creativity and write their own stories.

2. Promoting Cultural Awareness

Through his exploration of diverse themes and cultures, Zephaniah promotes cultural awareness
among children. His poetry encourages discussions about identity, race, and heritage, enabling
children to appreciate the richness of different backgrounds. This understanding fosters respect and
empathy for others.

3. Instilling Values of Kindness and Empathy

Many of Zephaniah’s poems convey messages about kindness, friendship, and community. By
presenting relatable characters and situations, he teaches children the importance of empathy and
understanding. His poems serve as valuable tools for parents and educators to discuss these
essential values with young audiences.

4. Inspiring Social Change

Zephaniah’s poems often address social issues, encouraging children to think critically about the
world around them. By instilling a sense of social responsibility, he inspires young readers to
become advocates for change. His poetry serves as a catalyst for discussions about fairness,
equality, and justice, empowering children to make a difference.

Conclusion

Benjamin Zephaniah’s poems for children are not only entertaining but also educational and
empowering. Through his vibrant language and engaging themes, he captivates young audiences
while imparting valuable lessons about identity, friendship, and social justice. As children delve into
the world of Zephaniah's poetry, they are encouraged to explore their creativity, embrace diversity,
and stand up for what they believe is right. His work continues to resonate with new generations,
making him a significant figure in children’s literature and an inspiration for future poets and
writers. As we celebrate the power of poetry, we recognize Benjamin Zephaniah as a vital voice in
shaping young minds and fostering a more inclusive world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are commonly found in Benjamin Zephaniah's
poems for children?

Benjamin Zephaniah's children's poems often explore themes of identity, diversity, nature, and social



justice, encouraging young readers to embrace their individuality and understand the world around
them.

How does Benjamin Zephaniah incorporate multicultural
elements in his children's poetry?

Zephaniah often reflects his own Jamaican heritage and experiences in his poems, using a rich mix
of cultural references, dialects, and storytelling techniques that celebrate multiculturalism and
promote inclusivity.

What is the significance of rhythm and rhyme in Zephaniah's
children's poems?

The rhythm and rhyme in Zephaniah's poetry create a musical quality that engages young readers,
making the poems enjoyable to read aloud and helping to reinforce the meaning and emotions
conveyed in the text.

Can you give an example of a popular poem by Benjamin
Zephaniah for children?

One popular poem by Benjamin Zephaniah is 'Talking Turkeys,' which uses humor and playful
language to convey messages about respect for all living beings and the importance of kindness.

What age group is Benjamin Zephaniah's poetry for children
aimed at?

Benjamin Zephaniah's poetry is primarily aimed at children aged 5 to 12, though it can be
appreciated by readers of all ages due to its universal themes and engaging style.

How do Benjamin Zephaniah's poems encourage critical
thinking in children?

Zephaniah's poems often pose questions and challenges to societal norms, encouraging children to
think critically about issues such as equality, environmentalism, and friendship, fostering a sense of
awareness and responsibility.
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