Bible Study On Lazarus

JESUS RAISED LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD

Bible study on Lazarus delves into one of the most compelling narratives found in the New Testament,
particularly in the Gospel of John. The story of Lazarus, who was raised from the dead by Jesus, is
rich in theological implications, cultural context, and practical application. This article explores the life

of Lazarus, the significance of his resurrection, and how this story speaks to our lives today.

1. The Context of Lazarus’ Story

To fully understand the impact of Lazarus' story, it is essential to consider the context in which it is

found.

1.1 Historical Background

- Location: Lazarus lived in Bethany, a small village near Jerusalem. This proximity to the city is
significant because it sets the stage for Jesus' later conflict with the religious authorities.
- Family: Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha. This family unit is pivotal in the narrative,

showcasing the personal relationships Jesus had with them, which humanizes the story.



1.2 Theological Context

The story of Lazarus is not merely a miracle but serves a broader theological purpose:

- Demonstration of Power: The resurrection of Lazarus illustrates Jesus’ authority over life and death,
reinforcing His identity as the Son of God.
- Foreshadowing: Lazarus’ resurrection prefigures Jesus’ own death and resurrection, highlighting the

victory over death that is central to the Christian faith.

2. The Narrative of Lazarus

The account of Lazarus can be found in John 11:1-44. This narrative can be broken down into several

key events.

2.1 The lllness of Lazarus

- The Message: Lazarus falls ill, and his sisters, Mary and Martha, send word to Jesus, saying, “Lord,
the one you love is sick” (John 11:3). This plea underscores their close relationship with Jesus.
- Jesus' Response: Interestingly, Jesus delays His visit, stating that the illness will not end in death but

is for God’s glory (John 11:4). This initial delay sets the stage for a greater revelation of His power.

2.2 The Death of Lazarus

- The Journey to Bethany: By the time Jesus arrives, Lazarus has been dead for four days (John
11:17). This detail is crucial, as it emphasizes the hopelessness of the situation.
- Martha’s Faith: Upon meeting Jesus, Martha expresses her faith, acknowledging that if Jesus had

been there, her brother would not have died (John 11:21). Jesus reassures her that Lazarus will rise



again.

2.3 The Emotional Scene

- Mary's Grief: Mary echoes Martha’s sentiments, leading to a poignant moment where Jesus weeps
(John 11:35). This verse, the shortest in the Bible, demonstrates Jesus’ compassion and empathy.

- The Response of the Crowd: The mourners express their disbelief, questioning why Jesus, who
healed the blind, could not save Lazarus (John 11:37). This skepticism mirrors the broader societal

doubts about Jesus’ authority.

2.4 The Miracle of Resurrection

- The Command: Jesus instructs to remove the stone from the tomb (John 11:39). Despite Martha’s
concerns about the odor, Jesus insists on the removal, challenging the limits of human understanding.
- The Prayer: Before performing the miracle, Jesus prays, acknowledging His relationship with the
Father (John 11:41-42). This prayer emphasizes the importance of divine connection in performing
miracles.

- Lazarus Comes Forth: With a loud voice, Jesus calls Lazarus out of the tomb (John 11:43). The act

of raising him from the dead serves as a powerful testimony to Jesus’ authority and divinity.

3. Theological Significance of Lazarus’ Resurrection

The resurrection of Lazarus is layered with theological significance that resonates with believers.



3.1 Jesus as the Resurrection and the Life

In John 11:25-26, Jesus declares, “I am the resurrection and the life.” This statement implies that faith

in Him transcends physical death, offering eternal life to all who believe.

- Eternal Perspective: The story invites believers to view death not as an end but as a transition to
eternal life.
- Hope in Grief: For many, Lazarus' story provides comfort during times of loss, reinforcing the hope

that comes from faith in Christ.

3.2 The Role of Faith

- Martha’s Declaration: Martha’s acknowledgment of Jesus as the Messiah (John 11:27) highlights the
importance of faith in understanding who Jesus is.
- Faith in Action: Lazarus’ resurrection is not solely an event of divine power but also a call to believe

in Jesus' promises, even in the face of despair.

4. Practical Applications of Lazarus’ Story

The narrative of Lazarus extends beyond its theological implications, offering practical lessons for daily

living.

4.1 Responding to Suffering

- Understanding Suffering: Like Lazarus' family, we may encounter delays in divine intervention. This
story encourages us to trust in God’s timing and purpose.

- Empathy and Compassion: Jesus’ tears remind us of the importance of empathy when others are



grieving.

4.2 The Power of Prayer

- Prayer as Connection: Jesus’ prayer before Lazarus’ resurrection emphasizes the critical role of
prayer in our relationship with God.
- Intercessory Prayer: The act of the sisters reaching out to Jesus serves as a model for seeking

divine assistance for ourselves and others.

4.3 Living in Faith

- Active Faith: The call to “come forth” can be seen as an invitation to respond to God’s call in our
own lives, stepping out of our “tombs” of despair or doubt.
- Testimony of God’s Glory: Just as Lazarus’ resurrection served to glorify God, our own lives can be

testimonies of His grace and power.

5. Conclusion

The Bible study on Lazarus offers profound insights into the nature of Jesus, the reality of faith, and
the hope found in the Christian narrative. Through the story of Lazarus, we see the intersection of
divine power and human grief, revealing a God who is both transcendent and intimately involved in our
lives. As believers, we are called to reflect on these truths, allowing them to shape our understanding

of life, death, and the promise of resurrection.

In exploring Lazarus’ story, we are reminded that even in our darkest moments, there is hope and the

assurance of God’s presence, guiding us towards eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Lazarus in the Bible?

Lazarus is significant in the Bible as he represents the power of Jesus over death. His resurrection
from the dead demonstrates Jesus' authority as the Son of God and serves as a precursor to His own

resurrection.

In which Gospel is the story of Lazarus found?

The story of Lazarus is found in the Gospel of John, specifically in John 11:1-44.

What message does the raising of Lazarus convey to believers?

The raising of Lazarus conveys a message of hope, affirming that Jesus has the power to give life and

that belief in Him can lead to eternal life, even after physical death.

How did Jesus react to the death of Lazarus?

Jesus expressed deep sorrow at the death of Lazarus, as seen in the shortest verse in the Bible, John

11:35, 'Jesus wept.' This shows His empathy and love for Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha.

What was the relationship between Lazarus and Jesus?

Lazarus was a close friend of Jesus, along with his sisters Mary and Martha, who often hosted Jesus

in their home in Bethany.

What does the name 'Lazarus' mean?

The name 'Lazarus' is derived from the Hebrew name 'Eliezer,' which means 'God is my help.' This

reflects the divine assistance present in his story.

What lessons can be learned from the story of Lazarus?

Lessons from the story of Lazarus include the importance of faith, the reality of grief, and the



assurance of resurrection and eternal life for those who believe in Jesus.

How does the resurrection of Lazarus foreshadow Jesus' own

resurrection?

The resurrection of Lazarus foreshadows Jesus' own resurrection by illustrating the victory over death

and the promise of new life, reinforcing the belief that Jesus is the resurrection and the life.

What role do Martha and Mary play in the story of Lazarus?

Martha and Mary play crucial roles by demonstrating different responses to Jesus. Martha expresses
her faith in Jesus' power to heal, while Mary shows her grief, highlighting the human experience of

loss.
What impact did the raising of Lazarus have on the people of that

time?

The raising of Lazarus had a profound impact, leading many to believe in Jesus, but also provoking
opposition from religious leaders who saw Him as a threat, ultimately contributing to the events leading

up to His crucifixion.
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