
Best Kept Secret Jeffrey Archer

Best kept secret Jeffrey Archer is a name that resonates with readers around the globe, known for his
gripping storytelling, intricate plots, and engaging characters. Despite his extensive body of work,
many people may not be fully aware of the depth and breadth of his contributions to literature. This
article aims to explore the life, career, and notable works of Jeffrey Archer, shedding light on why he
remains one of the best-kept secrets in contemporary fiction.



Early Life and Background

Birth and Education

Jeffrey Archer was born on April 15, 1940, in London, England. His early life was marked by the
challenges of growing up during World War II. Archer was educated at Wellington School and later
attended Brasenose College, Oxford, where he studied History. He was an exceptional student, but his
ambitions were not solely academic; Archer was also deeply interested in sports and politics.

Early Career

Before becoming a full-time author, Archer ventured into various careers. He initially worked as a
businessman and later entered politics. Archer was elected as a Member of Parliament (MP) for the
Louth constituency in 1969 and later became the deputy chairman of the Conservative Party. His
political career was marked by both success and controversy, which would later inspire some of his
literary works.

Literary Career

Breakthrough: “Kane and Abel”

Archer's breakthrough novel came in 1979 with the publication of "Kane and Abel." This gripping tale
of two men from opposite backgrounds who become bitter rivals is often cited as one of his best
works. The novel explores themes of ambition, revenge, and the complexities of the human spirit. The
compelling narrative structure and well-developed characters contributed to its status as a bestseller
and established Archer as a prominent author.

- Significance of "Kane and Abel":
- Introduced readers to Archer's unique storytelling style.
- Showcased his ability to weave complex narratives.
- Set the stage for subsequent bestsellers.

Other Notable Works

Following the success of "Kane and Abel," Jeffrey Archer published numerous novels, many of which
became bestsellers. Some of his most notable works include:

1. "The Clifton Chronicles" - A seven-book series that follows the life of Harry Clifton, a writer, and his
family through the tumultuous 20th century.
2. "The Eleventh Commandment" - A gripping thriller that revolves around a CIA assassin who must



navigate international intrigue.
3. "Not a Penny More, Not a Penny Less" - Archer's debut novel, a clever story of revenge and
deception involving a con artist and his victims.
4. "As the Crow Flies" - A story about ambition and betrayal, tracing the life of a man from humble
beginnings to great success.

Writing Style and Themes

Craftsmanship in Storytelling

One of the hallmarks of Jeffrey Archer's writing is his ability to create rich, layered narratives. His
novels often contain multiple plot lines that intersect in unexpected ways. Archer is known for his
meticulous attention to detail, which adds depth to his characters and settings. Readers are often
drawn into his worlds, where suspense and drama unfold seamlessly.

Themes Explored

Archer's works frequently explore themes such as:

- Ambition and Power: Many of his characters are driven by a desire for success, often leading to
moral dilemmas.
- Betrayal and Revenge: These themes are prevalent, as characters navigate complex relationships
marked by deceit.
- Family Dynamics: Archer often delves into the intricacies of family relationships, showcasing both
love and conflict.
- Social Class and Inequality: Much of his writing reflects the disparities between social classes and
the impact on individual lives.

Jeffrey Archer's Influence

Impact on Literature

Archer's influence on contemporary literature cannot be overstated. His ability to craft engaging
stories has inspired a generation of writers. His novels have been translated into numerous
languages, reaching a global audience and resonating with readers from various backgrounds.

Adaptations and Media

Many of Archer's works have been adapted into television series and stage plays, further extending



his reach beyond the printed page. Notable adaptations include:

- "Kane and Abel" - A television miniseries that brought the story to life, starring Peter Strauss and
Sam Neill.
- "The Clifton Chronicles" - Adapted for television, this series highlighted Archer's skill in creating
compelling narratives suitable for the screen.

Personal Life and Philanthropy

Personal Background

Jeffrey Archer has had a colorful personal life marked by both triumphs and challenges. He has been
married to his wife, Dame Mary Archer, since 1966. Together, they have two sons. Archer's political
career faced scrutiny, leading to a prison sentence in 2001 for perjury and perverting the course of
justice. However, he emerged from this experience resilient, continuing to write and publish
successful novels.

Philanthropic Efforts

Throughout his life, Archer has been involved in various charitable endeavors. He is a supporter of
several organizations, focusing on education, health, and the arts. His commitment to philanthropy is
evident through his contributions to numerous causes, showcasing his dedication to making a positive
impact on society.

The Best-Kept Secret: Why Jeffrey Archer Deserves
More Recognition

Misconceptions About Popular Authors

Despite his success, Jeffrey Archer has often been viewed through a lens of skepticism by literary
critics. Some dismiss popular authors as lacking literary merit, but Archer's storytelling prowess and
character development challenge this notion. His works deserve a place in the literary canon
alongside those of more traditionally revered authors.

Rediscovering Archer's Work

For readers who may not have explored Archer's writings, there are numerous reasons to dive into his
extensive catalog:



- Engaging Storytelling: His novels are page-turners, filled with suspense and intrigue.
- Relatable Characters: Archer's characters often reflect the complexities of human nature, making
them resonate with readers.
- Rich Themes: Each novel offers profound insights into human ambition, relationships, and the moral
dilemmas faced in life.

Conclusion

In summary, best kept secret Jeffrey Archer is a literary treasure whose works have captivated
millions. His ability to weave intricate narratives filled with compelling characters and thought-
provoking themes sets him apart as a master storyteller. As readers continue to discover or
rediscover his novels, it becomes increasingly clear that Jeffrey Archer is a significant figure in
contemporary literature, deserving of recognition and acclaim. Whether you are new to his work or a
long-time fan, exploring Archer's stories is sure to be a rewarding journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Best Kept Secret' by Jeffrey Archer about?
'Best Kept Secret' is the third book in the Clifton Chronicles series, following the lives of the Clifton
and Barrington families as they navigate personal and professional challenges against the backdrop
of post-World War II England.

Who are the main characters in 'Best Kept Secret'?
The main characters include Harry Clifton, Emma Barrington, and their families, along with other
recurring characters from the series, such as Giles Barrington and Sebastian Clifton.

How does 'Best Kept Secret' connect to the previous books in
the Clifton Chronicles?
'Best Kept Secret' continues the saga from 'Only Time Will Tell' and 'Best Kept Secret', exploring the
unresolved tensions and dramatic twists that affect the characters' lives and legacies.

What themes are explored in 'Best Kept Secret'?
The book explores themes of ambition, betrayal, love, and the complexities of family relationships, as
well as the impact of historical events on personal lives.

What has been the critical reception of 'Best Kept Secret'?
'Best Kept Secret' has generally received positive reviews, with critics praising Archer's storytelling,
character development, and ability to weave intricate plots that keep readers engaged.



Is 'Best Kept Secret' suitable for readers new to Jeffrey
Archer's work?
While 'Best Kept Secret' can be read as a standalone, it is recommended to read the previous books in
the Clifton Chronicles for better understanding of character backgrounds and ongoing storylines.
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Uncover the best kept secret Jeffrey Archer has to offer in this insightful article. Discover how his
captivating storytelling keeps readers hooked. Learn more!
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