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The Big Island of Hawaii, known for its diverse landscapes, rich culture, and volcanic activity, is a
must-visit for anyone seeking adventure and relaxation. With its breathtaking beaches, lush
rainforests, and impressive volcanoes, the Big Island offers an array of experiences that cater to all
types of travelers. This comprehensive tour guide will help you navigate the island's attractions,
activities, and local tips to make the most of your visit.



Getting to the Big Island

Before diving into the wonders of the Big Island, it’s essential to know how to get there.

- Air Travel: The primary airport on the Big Island is the Kona International Airport (KOA), located
on the west side of the island. It receives direct flights from the mainland U.S., as well as inter-island
flights from other Hawaiian islands.

- Car Rentals: Renting a car is highly recommended. Public transportation options are limited, and
many attractions are spread out across the island.

Best Time to Visit

The Big Island enjoys a tropical climate, making it a year-round destination. However, certain times
of the year may be more favorable for your visit.

- Dry Season: From May to October, the weather is generally drier and warmer, perfect for beach
activities and outdoor adventures.

- Wet Season: From November to April, expect occasional rain, particularly in the Hilo area.
However, this is also the best time for whale watching and experiencing the island's lush landscapes.

Top Attractions on the Big Island

The Big Island is home to a variety of attractions that highlight its natural beauty and cultural
significance.

1. Hawaii Volcanoes National Park

One of the crown jewels of the Big Island, this national park features two of the world's most active
volcanoes, Kilauea and Mauna Loa.

- Visitor Center: Start your journey at the Kilauea Visitor Center to gather maps, current lava flow
information, and tips for hiking.

- Crater Rim Drive: A scenic drive that offers stunning views of the Kilauea Caldera, steam vents,
and the famous Halema‘uma‘u Crater.

- Hiking Trails: Don't miss the Kilauea Iki Trail, which takes you through a rainforest and across an
ancient lava lake.

2. Mauna Kea

The highest point in Hawaii, Mauna Kea offers an unforgettable experience for stargazers.

- Visitor Information Station: Located at 9,200 feet, this station offers educational programs and



provides information about the summit.
- Sunset and Stargazing Tours: Book a guided tour to witness the stunning sunset and explore the
stars through powerful telescopes.

3. Akaka Falls State Park

This park features two spectacular waterfalls set amidst a lush rainforest.
- Akaka Falls: A 442-foot waterfall that cascades into a deep gorge.

- Kahuna Falls: Another beautiful waterfall located nearby, easily accessible via the park's walking
trails.

4. Waipio Valley

Known as the "Valley of the Kings," Waipio Valley is famous for its dramatic cliffs and rich history.
- Scenic Overlook: Stop at the lookout point for breathtaking views of the valley.

- Guided Tours: Consider taking a guided tour to explore the valley floor, which is often inaccessible
by regular vehicles.

5. Kailua-Kona

This charming town is a hub for shopping, dining, and beach activities.
- Kona Coffee Tours: Visit local coffee farms to learn about the coffee-making process and sample
some of the island's famous brews.

- Historical Sites: Explore the Hulihe‘e Palace and Mokuaikaua Church to learn about the island's
royal history.

Beaches on the Big Island

The Big Island is renowned for its unique beaches, each offering a distinct experience.

1. Punalu'u Black Sand Beach

- Location: Located on the southern coast, this beach is famous for its black sand created from
volcanic activity.
- Wildlife: Keep an eye out for sea turtles basking on the shore.



2. Hapuna Beach State Park

- Location: Situated on the Kohala Coast, this beach boasts golden sand and crystal-clear waters.
- Activities: Ideal for swimming, snorkeling, and sunbathing.

3. Green Sand Beach (Papakolea)

- Unique Experience: This rare beach is known for its green sand, created by the mineral olivine.
- Hiking: Accessible via a hike or a guided tour, it's a must-see for the adventurous traveler.

Outdoor Activities

For adventure enthusiasts, the Big Island offers a plethora of outdoor activities.

1. Snorkeling and Scuba Diving

- Kealakekua Bay: A popular spot for snorkeling, this marine sanctuary is known for its vibrant coral
reefs and diverse marine life.

- Honaunau Bay: Also known as Two Step, this area offers excellent conditions for both snorkeling
and scuba diving.

2. Hiking

- Pololu Valley Trail: A short but steep hike that leads to stunning views of the coastline and valley.
- Mauna Loa Trail: For experienced hikers, this trail offers a challenging ascent to the summit of the
world’s largest volcano.

3. Ziplining

- Zipline Tours: Experience the thrill of soaring above lush rainforests and waterfalls on a zipline
tour. Companies like Hawaii Zipline Tours offer exhilarating experiences.

Local Culture and Dining

The Big Island is rich in Hawaiian culture, and experiencing local traditions is a vital part of your
visit.



1. Cultural Sites

- Pu‘uhonua o Honaunau National Historical Park: A sacred place offering a glimpse into traditional
Hawaiian life.

- Lyman Museum: Discover the history, culture, and geology of the Big Island at this informative
museum.

2. Local Food

- Poke Bowls: Fresh fish served with rice and toppings, a must-try dish.
- Kona Coffee: Sample the world-famous coffee grown on the slopes of Hualalai.
- Food Trucks: Explore various food trucks offering delicious local fare in towns like Kailua-Kona.

Tips for Visiting the Big Island

- Pack for Varying Climates: The Big Island has diverse climates, so pack layers for cooler
temperatures in higher elevations.

- Respect Nature: Follow local guidelines when visiting national parks and natural sites to help
preserve the ecosystem.

- Stay Hydrated: The island’s warm climate can be dehydrating; always carry water, especially when
hiking.

- Plan Your Itinerary: With so much to see and do, plan your itinerary in advance to maximize your
time.

Conclusion

The Big Island of Hawaii is a destination that promises adventure, education, and relaxation.
Whether you're exploring volcanic landscapes, lounging on stunning beaches, or immersing yourself
in local culture, the island has something for every traveler. By following this comprehensive tour
guide, you can create unforgettable memories on your journey through this remarkable island
paradise. So pack your bags, grab your camera, and get ready for an adventure of a lifetime on the
Big Island!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the must-see attractions on the Big Island of
Hawaii?

Some must-see attractions include Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Mauna Kea, Akaka Falls State
Park, and the black sand beaches of Punalu'u.



What is the best time of year to visit the Big Island?

The best time to visit is from April to June and September to November when the weather is pleasant
and crowds are smaller.

Are there guided tours available on the Big Island?

Yes, there are many guided tours available, including helicopter tours, snorkeling trips, and cultural
experiences led by local guides.

What should I pack for a tour of the Big Island?

Pack lightweight clothing, a swimsuit, hiking shoes, sunscreen, and a reusable water bottle to stay
hydrated.

How long should I plan for a tour of the Big Island?

A week is ideal to explore the Big Island's diverse landscapes and attractions, but 3-4 days can cover
the main highlights.

What unique experiences can I have on the Big Island?

You can enjoy stargazing at Mauna Kea, snorkeling with manta rays, or visiting a coffee farm in the
Kona region.

Is it necessary to rent a car for touring the Big Island?

Yes, renting a car is highly recommended as it gives you the flexibility to explore various sites at
your own pace.

What are some family-friendly activities on the Big Island?

Family-friendly activities include visiting the Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, exploring the beaches,
and taking a boat tour to see dolphins.

Can I find vegetarian or vegan food options on the Big Island?

Yes, there are several restaurants and cafes that offer vegetarian and vegan options, particularly in
Hilo and Kona.
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