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Biggest Contracts in NBA History

The National Basketball Association (NBA) is not just a platform for showcasing athletic talent; it is
also a lucrative business that generates billions of dollars in revenue. As a result, players are often
rewarded with massive contracts that can set them up for life. Over the years, the NBA has seen
some of the biggest contracts in sports history, reflecting the league's growth and the increasing
financial capabilities of franchises. This article explores the biggest contracts in NBA history, detailing
the players involved, the teams that signed them, and the implications of these monumental deals.

Understanding NBA Contracts

Before diving into the specifics of the biggest contracts, it is essential to understand how NBA
contracts work. NBA players can sign contracts for varying lengths and amounts based on several
factors, including:

- Experience Level: Players with more years in the league are eligible for larger contracts due to the
"maximum salary" stipulation.

- Salary Cap: The NBA operates under a salary cap, which limits the total amount of money a
franchise can spend on player salaries in a given season.

- Supermax Contracts: Players who meet certain criteria, such as being named to an All-NBA team or
winning an MVP award, can sign Supermax contracts, which allow them to earn significantly more
than the regular maximum salary.



The Evolution of NBA Contracts

The NBA has undergone several changes in its collective bargaining agreements (CBAs) over the
years, which have impacted how contracts are structured:

- 1995 CBA: Introduced the concept of maximum salary contracts, changing the landscape for player
salaries.

- 2005 CBA: Implemented a luxury tax system that charged teams exceeding the salary cap, thus
impacting how franchises approach contract negotiations.

- 2017 CBA: Increased the salary cap significantly, which allowed for even larger contracts and set the
stage for some of the highest deals in league history.

The Top Contracts in NBA History

Here, we will break down some of the most significant contracts in NBA history, highlighting their
impact on the players, teams, and the league as a whole.

1. Stephen Curry: $215 Million

In 2017, Stephen Curry signed a five-year, $201 million extension with the Golden State Warriors. This
contract was notable not only for its size but also for its implications on the league's salary structure.

- Impact: Curry's deal made him the highest-paid player in NBA history at the time. His performance
and popularity helped the Warriors become a dynasty, winning three championships during his
contract period.

- Legacy: Curry's contract paved the way for other superstars to negotiate similar deals, ultimately
leading to the introduction of the Supermax contract.

2. Russell Westbrook: $206.8 Million

In 2017, Westbrook signed a five-year contract extension worth $205 million with the Oklahoma City
Thunder.

- Impact: This deal came on the heels of Westbrook’s MVP season in 2016-2017 when he averaged a
triple-double.

- Legacy: Westbrook's contract showcased the trend of rewarding players for exceptional individual
performance, regardless of team success.

3. James Harden: $228 Million

In 2017, James Harden signed a four-year, $171 million extension with the Houston Rockets that could
reach as high as $228 million if he opts in for an additional year.



- Impact: Harden’s contract reflected his value as one of the top scorers in NBA history and a
perennial MVP candidate.

- Legacy: This deal further solidified the trend of teams investing heavily in star players, especially
those who can change the course of a franchise.

4. Giannis Antetokounmpo: $228.2 Million

In December 2020, Giannis Antetokounmpo signed a five-year supermax extension worth $228.2
million with the Milwaukee Bucks.

- Impact: This contract was crucial for the Bucks, as it ensured that their star player would remain
with the franchise during a critical period.

- Legacy: Giannis's deal exemplified the importance of retaining home-grown talent and rewarded him
for leading the Bucks to an NBA championship in 2021.

5. Kevin Durant: $198 Million

In 2017, Kevin Durant signed a two-year, $61.5 million contract with the Golden State Warriors,
followed by a four-year, $164 million deal in 2018.

- Impact: Though Durant took a pay cut to join the Warriors initially, his later contract reflected his
immense value as a two-time NBA champion and Finals MVP.

- Legacy: Durant's contracts sparked debates about player loyalty and the dynamics of forming super
teams in the league.

Other Notable Contracts

While the above contracts represent the most significant financial commitments in NBA history,
several other notable contracts deserve mention:

6. Klay Thompson: $190 Million

In 2019, Klay Thompson signed a five-year, $190 million contract with the Golden State Warriors.

- Impact: This deal underscored the Warriors' commitment to retaining their core players.
- Legacy: Thompson's deal emphasized the importance of role players in championship teams.

7. Damian Lillard: $196 Million

In 2019, Damian Lillard signed a four-year contract extension with the Portland Trail Blazers worth
$196 million.



- Impact: Lillard’s extension reflected his status as a franchise player and his commitment to Portland.
- Legacy: This contract highlighted the trend of players prioritizing loyalty to their franchises.

The Future of NBA Contracts

As the NBA continues to grow in popularity and revenue, the size of contracts is expected to increase
even further. Several factors will influence the future of player contracts:

- Television Deals: New broadcasting agreements could result in higher salary caps, leading to even
bigger contracts.

- Global Expansion: As the NBA continues to expand its global footprint, franchises may generate
more revenue, allowing for increased player salaries.

- Player Empowerment: The trend of player empowerment is likely to persist, meaning star players
will demand and receive lucrative contracts that reflect their value.

Conclusion

The biggest contracts in NBA history are not just numbers; they represent the culmination of talent,
hard work, and the evolving nature of the league. As players continue to redefine what it means to be
a superstar, teams will have to navigate the complexities of managing salary caps while also
investing in the talent that can bring them championships. With the future looking bright for both the
NBA and its players, it will be fascinating to see how these contracts evolve in the coming years. Each
significant deal tells a story about the player, the franchise, and the league itself, contributing to the
rich tapestry of NBA history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the biggest contract in NBA history as of 2023?

As of 2023, the biggest contract in NBA history is the five-year, $264 million extension signed by
Nikola Jokic with the Denver Nuggets.

Which player had the largest single-season salary in NBA
history?

The largest single-season salary in NBA history is $53 million, earned by Stephen Curry during the
2022-2023 season.

How does the NBA salary cap affect large contracts?

The NBA salary cap limits how much teams can spend on player salaries, which impacts the size and
number of large contracts teams can offer to players.



Which teams have been known for giving out the biggest
contracts in NBA history?

Teams like the Golden State Warriors, Los Angeles Lakers, and Brooklyn Nets have been known for
giving out some of the biggest contracts in NBA history.

Are max contracts the same for all players in the NBA?

No, max contracts vary based on a player's experience in the league, with different tiers for rookies,
veterans, and players who have been designated as supermax eligible.

What impact do superstar contracts have on team dynamics?

Superstar contracts can significantly affect team dynamics by limiting the salary cap space available
for other players, often leading teams to build around a few high-paid stars.

Who are some of the notable players that signed massive
contracts in the past?

Notable players who signed massive contracts include Kevin Durant, LeBron James, and Russell
Westbrook, each securing deals worth over $200 million.
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