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Introduction to Ballet Shoes by Noel Streatfeild

Ballet Shoes by Noel Streatfeild is a beloved children's novel that has captivated readers since its first
publication in 1936. The story revolves around three sisters—Pauline, Petrova, and Posy—who are raised in
an unconventional household by a guardian, Great Uncle Matthew. The novel explores themes of ambition,



creativity, and the pursuit of dreams set against the backdrop of the world of ballet and the performing arts.
Streatfeild's work has remained relevant for generations, making it a classic in children's literature.

The Main Characters

Ballet Shoes introduces readers to three distinct sisters, each with their own aspirations and personalities:

Pauline
Pauline is the eldest sister, who dreams of becoming an actress. She is ambitious and determined, often
taking the lead in their endeavors. Her journey reflects the challenges of aspiring to fame and the sacrifices
that come with it. Throughout the story, Pauline showcases her talent and resilience, ultimately navigating
the pressures of performance and public scrutiny.

Petrova
Petrova, the middle sister, is quite different from her siblings. Unlike Pauline and Posy, she has no interest
in dance or acting. Instead, she harbors a passion for mechanics and automobiles. Petrova's struggle lies in
finding her place in a world that expects her to conform to traditional gender roles and pursue the arts. Her
character represents the importance of individuality and pursuing one's true interests, regardless of societal
expectations.

Posy
Posy, the youngest sister, is a natural dancer with a prodigious talent for ballet. Her passion for dance is
evident from an early age, and she embodies the spirit of dedication and hard work needed to excel in the
performing arts. Posy’s journey highlights the joy and beauty of dance, as well as the sacrifices required to
pursue a career in ballet.

Thematic Elements

Noel Streatfeild's Ballet Shoes is rich in thematic content that resonates with readers of all ages. Several key
themes underpin the narrative:



The Pursuit of Dreams
One of the primary themes is the pursuit of dreams. Each sister has her aspirations, and the novel examines
how they strive to achieve their goals. The balance between dreams and reality is a recurring motif,
illustrating that while dreams are essential, they often require hard work and resilience.

Family and Sisterhood
The bond between the sisters serves as a central pillar of the story. Their relationships are characterized by
support, rivalry, and love. Streatfeild captures the complexities of sisterhood, showcasing how familial ties
can both inspire and challenge individuals as they navigate their paths.

Individuality vs. Societal Expectations
Petrova's character, in particular, highlights the struggle against societal expectations. The novel raises
questions about gender roles and the pressure to conform. Petrova's journey is a celebration of individuality
and the importance of following one's passions, even when they diverge from traditional paths.

The World of Ballet

Ballet Shoes provides a vivid portrayal of the ballet world, which serves as the backdrop for the sisters'
journeys. Streatfeild meticulously describes the intricacies of ballet training, performances, and the culture
surrounding the art form.

Training and Discipline
The rigorous training involved in ballet is a significant aspect of the story. Posy's dedication to her craft is
evident in her daily practice, showcasing the discipline required to excel in ballet. The novel emphasizes
that talent alone is not enough; it must be accompanied by hard work, perseverance, and a willingness to
learn.

Performance and Pressure
As the sisters pursue their dreams, the pressure of performances looms large. Streatfeild captures the
excitement and anxiety that accompany live performances, reflecting the highs and lows of a career in the
arts. The emotional toll of stage fright and the joy of success are explored through the experiences of the
sisters, particularly Posy.



Collaboration in the Arts
The novel also highlights the collaborative nature of the performing arts. The sisters often work with other
dancers, actors, and mentors, emphasizing the importance of teamwork. This aspect of ballet serves as a
reminder that success is rarely an individual endeavor; it often requires the support and collaboration of
others.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Since its release, Ballet Shoes has left a lasting impact on readers and the literary world. The novel has
inspired adaptations, including stage productions and a film, allowing new generations to experience the
story.

Influence on Children’s Literature
Noel Streatfeild's work has played a crucial role in shaping children's literature, particularly in the genre of
stories centered on the arts. Ballet Shoes is often cited as a precursor to later works that explore similar
themes, influencing authors to create stories that resonate with young readers' aspirations and dreams.

Inspiration for Young Dancers
Ballet Shoes has inspired countless young dancers to pursue their passion for ballet. The portrayal of Posy’s
dedication serves as a motivational tale for aspiring dancers, encouraging them to embrace their dreams and
work diligently to achieve them. The novel's realistic depiction of the challenges faced by performers
provides valuable lessons for anyone pursuing a career in the arts.

Conclusion

Ballet Shoes by Noel Streatfeild remains a timeless classic that continues to resonate with readers today.
Through the journeys of Pauline, Petrova, and Posy, Streatfeild explores themes of ambition, family, and
individuality, all set against the enchanting world of ballet. The novel's rich characterization and
exploration of the performing arts make it a must-read for anyone interested in the intersection of dreams
and reality. As readers turn the pages of this beloved tale, they are reminded of the power of resilience, the
importance of following one's passions, and the enduring bonds of sisterhood.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Ballet Shoes' by Noel Streatfeild?
The main theme of 'Ballet Shoes' is the pursuit of dreams and the importance of family, as it follows the
lives of three adopted sisters who aspire to become performers.

Who are the main characters in 'Ballet Shoes'?
The main characters in 'Ballet Shoes' are the three sisters: Pauline, Petrova, and Posy Fossil, each with their
unique talents and aspirations.

How does 'Ballet Shoes' highlight the importance of education?
'Ballet Shoes' emphasizes the value of education as the sisters balance their artistic aspirations with academic
pursuits, showcasing that success requires both talent and knowledge.

What role does the character of Great Uncle Matthew play in 'Ballet
Shoes'?
Great Uncle Matthew serves as a pivotal figure in 'Ballet Shoes', providing the sisters with their initial
support and encouragement to pursue their talents.

What are the different artistic disciplines explored in 'Ballet Shoes'?
The novel explores various artistic disciplines, including ballet, acting, and music, illustrating the diverse
paths the sisters take in their quest for success.

How does Noel Streatfeild portray the concept of sacrifice in 'Ballet
Shoes'?
Noel Streatfeild portrays sacrifice through the characters' dedication to their crafts, often requiring them to
give up personal comforts and relationships to achieve their goals.

Why is 'Ballet Shoes' considered a classic children's novel?
'Ballet Shoes' is considered a classic children's novel due to its relatable characters, engaging storyline, and
timeless themes of ambition, family, and the arts, appealing to generations of readers.
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The National Ballet of Canada | Official Site
Founded in 1951, The National Ballet of Canada in Toronto is renowned for its diverse repertoire,
including full-length classics and contemporary work.

Ballet - Wikipedia
Ballet (French: [balɛ]) is a type of performance dance that originated during the Italian Renaissance
in the fifteenth century and later developed into a concert dance form in France …

What is Ballet? Everything You Need to Know | CPYB
Sep 29, 2021 · Ballet, one of the most classical and artistic forms of dance, has a rich history. It first
emerged during the Italian Renaissance in the 15th century, before France and Russia …

Ballet | History, Dancers, Choreographers, Companies, & Facts
Jul 19, 2025 · ballet, theatrical dance in which a formal academic dance technique—the danse
d’école—is combined with other artistic elements such as music, costume, and stage scenery. …

Ballet - The Canadian Encyclopedia
Jun 14, 2007 · Ballet is a stylized form of Western theatrical dance based on a codified system of
movement. It can be used to tell a story, evoke a mood, illustrate a piece of music, or simply …

Events | The National Ballet of Canada
1 866 345 9595.

Home - Royal Winnipeg Ballet
For 85 years, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet has been driven by a passion for teaching, creating and
performing outstanding dance in Canada.

Les Grands Ballets Canadiens
Les 23 et 24 août à 20h30, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens présenteront un programme double aux
contrastes saisissants : Les Quatre Tempéraments et Désir. Billets gratuits en vente dès …

Alberta Ballet | Home
Alberta Ballet presents Don Quixote Act III and other works at the spectacular Badlands
Amphitheatre. A ballet of love and destiny unfolds beneath the tower. Igniting the curiosity and …

A Brief History of Ballet From European Courts to Modern Dance
Jan 29, 2021 · Every winter, millions flock to see The Nutcracker, perhaps the most famous ballet of
all time. Ballet's beginnings actually began centuries before little Clara began capturing …

Ballet Shoes A Puffin Book [PDF] - el2.alaqeeq.edu.jo
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the
spotlight Read the classic that has captivated generations Pauline Petrova and Posy love their …

Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild - elearning.nict.edu.ng
Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1994 Adopted as
babies by Great Uncle Matthew, Pauline, Petrova and Posy Fossil lead a sheltered life until …
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Skating Shoes Noel Streatfeild
Skating Shoes Noel Streatfeild: White Boots Noel Streatfeild,2015-09-21 Harriet s best friend Lalla
dreams of being the best skater in the world but when Harriet discovers her own natural talent …

Skating Shoes Noel Streatfeild [PDF]
Skating Shoes Noel Streatfeild: White Boots Noel Streatfeild,2015-09-21 Harriet s best friend Lalla
dreams of being the best skater in the world but when Harriet discovers her own natural talent …

Ballet Shoes (A Puffin Book) - cs.grinnell.edu
Preview Ballet Shoes, Streaming on National Theatre At Home - Preview Ballet Shoes, Streaming on
National Theatre At Home 2 minutes, 1 second - The London theatre's stage adaptation of …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1983 Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1986-01-01 Three small girls are
adopted by an elderly professor and educated for the stage in a London school of dancing.

Ballet Shoes A Puffin Book - el2.alaqeeq.edu.jo
Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes A Puffin Book: Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan
girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the spotlight Read the classic that has …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin Books …
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2009 Dancing Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2018-11-06 A beautiful gift
edition of the beloved classic about two orphan sisters and their newfound love of theater and …

Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild (PDF)
BALLET SHOES NOEL. STREATFEILD,2018 Ballet Shoes, a Story of Three Children on the Stage, by
Noel Streatfeild. Illustrated by Ruth Gervis Noel Streatfeild,1951 Penguin Readers …

Ballet Shoes 1 Noel Streatfeild _ Noel Streatfeild (Download …
Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2018-11-06 Three orphan girls. A pair of pink slippers.
A lifetime in the spotlight. Read the classic that has captivated generations! Pauline, …

What Is The Movie Ballet Shoes About - www.mousaahmad
What Is The Movie Ballet Shoes About Ballet ShoesCinderella's Ballet ShoesDancing ShoesThe
WhichartsDelphie and the Magic Ballet ShoesTheatre ShoesThe Cambridge Companion to …

Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild - elearning.nict.edu.ng
Ballet Shoes (Classic Reprint) Noel Streatfeild,2017-05-15 Excerpt from Ballet Shoes When they
were still quite little, their guardian got poor. Somebody suggested that even children can help …

Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild [PDF]
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1994 Adopted as babies by Great Uncle Matthew, Pauline, Petrova and
Posy Fossil lead a sheltered life until they begin at the Children's Academy of Dancing and …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stag (PDF)
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls. A pair of pink slippers. A lifetime in the
spotlight. Read the classic that has captivated generations! Pauline, Petrova, and Posy …

Ballet Shoes Movie 2007 - quirlycues.com
Misty Copeland Ballet Shoes Movie 2007 Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2018-11-06 Three orphan
girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the spotlight Read the classic that has captivated …



Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage [PDF]
Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage: Ballet Shoes (Classic Reprint)
Noel Streatfeild,2017-11-15 Excerpt from Ballet Shoes When they were still quite little …

Ballet Shoes Literature Of Yesterday And To Day Series [PDF]
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the
spotlight Read the classic that has captivated generations Pauline Petrova and Posy love their …

Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild (Download Only)
Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild: Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three
orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the spotlight Read the classic that has …

Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild - elearning.nict.edu.ng
Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfeild Theater Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1994-11-15 A beautiful gift edition of
the beloved classic about three orphan siblings and their love of music, theater, and dance. …

Sona Charaipotra,Dhonielle Clayton (PDF) exmon01.external
Sona Charaipotra,Dhonielle Clayton Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2018-11-06 Three orphan girls. A
pair of pink slippers. A lifetime in the spotlight. Read the classic that has captivated …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage (Download …
Ballet Shoes (Classic Reprint) Noel Streatfeild,2017-11-15 Excerpt from Ballet Shoes When they
were still quite little their guardian got poor Somebody suggested that even children can help …

Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfield , Noel Streatfeild (Download …
Ballet Shoes By Noel Streatfield .pdf Noel Streatfeild No Ballet Shoes in Syria Catherine
Bruton,2019-04-25 Winner of the Books Are My Bag Readers Award Aya is eleven years old …

What Is The Movie Ballet Shoes About - www.blog.orats
What Is The Movie Ballet Shoes About Ballet ShoesCinderella's Ballet ShoesDancing ShoesThe
WhichartsTheatre ShoesDelphie and the Magic Ballet ShoesWhite BootsThe Cambridge …

Ballet Shoes A Puffin , Noel Streatfeild Copy resources.caih.jhu.edu
Tennis Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2021-07-27 Reissued in 'A Puffin Book' series of best-loved children's
classics, this is a sharp and funny story that follows in the footsteps of Ballet Shoes, …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage (Download …
Ballet Shoes (Classic Reprint) Noel Streatfeild,2017-11-15 Excerpt from Ballet Shoes When they
were still quite little their guardian got poor Somebody suggested that even children can help …

Skating Shoes Noel Streatfeild Full PDF
Noel Streatfeild,2021-07-27 Reissued in A Puffin Book series of best loved children s classics this is a
sharp and funny story that follows in the footsteps of Ballet Shoes Theatre Shoes Circus …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin Books …
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the
spotlight Read the classic that has captivated generations Pauline Petrova and Posy love their …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin Books …
Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin Books Book 1: Ballet Shoes Noel
Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the spotlight Read …



Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stag (2024)
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1956 Theatre Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2015-06-30 This captivating
companion to Ballet Shoes tells the story of 3 orphans who become students at a famous …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin S 1 …
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the
spotlight Read the classic that has captivated generations Pauline Petrova and Posy love their …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage (Download …
Lise Friedman Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage: Ballet Shoes Noel
Streatfeild,2018-11-06 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the spotlight Read …

The Bell Family - reednovelstudies.org
Author Biography Noel Streatfeild Mary Noel Streatfeild (24 December 1895 – 11 September 1986),
was an English author, best known for children's books including the "Shoes" series …

ListINballet~shoes~1~noel~streatfeild _ Noel Streatfeild .pdf ...
Ballet Shoes for Anna Noel Streatfeild,2010 In this novel by the author of 'Thursday's Child', 'White
Boots', 'Apple Bough' and 'The Growing Summer', Anna is forbidden to dance. For Anna, …

Ballet Shoes Literature Of Yesterday And To Day Series (2024)
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the
spotlight Read the classic that has captivated generations Pauline Petrova and Posy love their …

Ballet Shoes A Puffin Book , Noel Streatfeild Full PDF …
Tennis Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2021-07-27 Reissued in 'A Puffin Book' series of best-loved children's
classics, this is a sharp and funny story that follows in the footsteps of Ballet Shoes, …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage
Explore the art of classical ballet in a fun an engaging way. • Prepare students to see a live Ballet
and reflect on the performance. Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage …

What Is The Movie Ballet Shoes About , Noel Streatfeild Copy …
The Red Shoes Michael Powell,Emeric Pressberger,1978-11 The Painted Garden Noel
Streatfeild,1949 Hope in a Ballet Shoe Michaela DePrince,Elaine DePrince,2014-12-30 Hope in …

Ballet Shoes A Puffin , Noel Streatfeild (book) …
Tennis Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2021-07-27 Reissued in 'A Puffin Book' series of best-loved children's
classics, this is a sharp and funny story that follows in the footsteps of Ballet Shoes, …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin S 1
Sep 22, 2023 · Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2004-09-02 Determined to make a name for themselves,
three adopted sisters living in London train for the ballet and the stage and in the …

Ballet Shoes A Puffin / Noel Streatfeild .pdf resources.caih.jhu.edu
Theatre Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2015-06-30 This captivating companion to Ballet Shoes tells the story
of 3 orphans who become students at a famous theatre school After their father …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin Books …
Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the
spotlight Read the classic that has captivated generations Pauline Petrova and Posy love their …



Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin S 1
Tennis Shoes Noel Streatfeild,2021-07-27 Reissued in 'A Puffin Book' series of best-loved children's
classics, this is a sharp and funny story that follows in the footsteps of Ballet Shoes, …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin Books …
Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin Books Book 1: Ballet
Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Three orphan girls A pair of pink slippers A lifetime in the …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Noel Streatfeild ...
Aug 16, 2023 · Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild,1993-11-23 Relates the fortunes of three adopted sisters
who take dancing and stage training; one to become an actress, the second a ballerina, …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage (Download …
Ballet Shoes (Classic Reprint) Noel Streatfeild,2017-11-15 Excerpt from Ballet Shoes When they
were still quite little their guardian got poor Somebody suggested that even children can help …

Ballet Shoes A Story Of Three Children On The Stage Puffin S 1 ...
And don't miss the other classic Noel Streatfeild titles, Ballet Shoes, Skating Shoes, and Theater
Shoes! Into the Spotlight Carrie Hope Fletcher,2020-09-17 Inspired by the much-loved classic …

Discover the enchanting world of ballet shoes by Noel Streatfeild. Explore their significance in dance
and literature. Learn more about their magic today!
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