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Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament is a prominent series of
biblical commentaries that offers a detailed and scholarly examination of the
New Testament texts. It is designed primarily for pastors, scholars, and
serious students of the Bible who seek a thorough understanding of the text,
its context, and its implications for theology and practice. With
contributions from various esteemed biblical scholars, this series blends
exegetical rigor with theological insight, making it a valuable resource for
both academic study and personal reflection.

Overview of the Series

The Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (BECNT) series is
published by Baker Academic and is recognized for its commitment to a
comprehensive and systematic approach to New Testament exegesis. Each volume
in the series is authored by a scholar who has specialized knowledge of the
biblical book being examined. The series aims to provide a blend of textual
analysis, historical context, and theological reflection, ensuring that
readers can access a multi-faceted understanding of the New Testament
writings.

Features of the Commentary

The BECNT series is characterized by several key features that enhance its
usability and academic rigor:

1. Textual Analysis: Each volume begins with a thorough examination of the
Greek text, including textual variants and translation considerations. This



analysis helps readers understand the nuances of the original language.

2. Historical Context: Authors provide background information on the
cultural, historical, and social context of each book. This framework is
essential for interpreting the text accurately.

3. Thematic Exploration: The commentaries delve into the major themes and
theological issues presented in the text. This exploration facilitates a
deeper understanding of the implications of the scripture.

4. Practical Application: Each volume often concludes with a section that
addresses the relevance of the text for contemporary readers, making it
applicable to modern faith and practice.

5. Bibliography and Further Reading: Comprehensive bibliographies are
included, allowing readers to pursue further study on specific topics or
texts.

Structure of the Commentary

Each commentary in the BECNT series typically follows a standard structure,
which may include:

- Introduction: Provides an overview of the book, including authorship, date
of writing, audience, and purpose.

— Commentary on the Text: Divided into sections or pericopes, this part
includes verse-by-verse analysis with in-depth discussion on key terms,
phrases, and concepts.

— Theological Reflection: A discussion on the theological implications of the
text, often addressing how the message of the book relates to broader
biblical themes.

— Conclusion: Summarizes the findings of the commentary and emphasizes the
significance of the text for readers today.

Authors and Their Contributions

A variety of respected scholars contribute to the BECNT series, each bringing
unique insights and expertise. Some notable authors include:

- Douglas J. Moo: His works include the commentary on Romans, where he
combines scholarly precision with pastoral concern, making complex
theological themes accessible.

- Matthew S. Harmon: Known for his work on the book of James, Harmon
emphasizes practical application and the relevance of the text for
contemporary Christian living.

— Tremper Longman III: His commentary on Ecclesiastes is recognized for its
literary analysis and exploration of existential themes that resonate with
modern readers.

- David E. Garland: Contributed to the commentary on Mark, providing a
detailed analysis of the Gospel’s narrative structure and theological
significance.



These authors and their contributions highlight the diversity of thought and
approach within the series, making it a rich resource for understanding the
New Testament.

Importance of Exegesis in Biblical Studies

Exegetical work is essential in biblical studies for several reasons:

1. Understanding Context: Exegesis helps uncover the historical and cultural
context of biblical texts, which is vital for accurate interpretation.

2. Clarifying Meaning: By examining the original language and literary forms,
exegetical study clarifies ambiguities and enhances comprehension of the
text's message.

3. Engaging with Tradition: Exegesis allows scholars to engage with the
historical interpretations of the text, fostering a dialogue between past and
present understandings.

4. Facilitating Application: Understanding the original intent and meaning of
the text enables modern readers to apply biblical principles in their lives
effectively.

5. Promoting Theological Reflection: Exegesis encourages deeper theological
reflection, aiding in the development of a coherent and robust Christian
worldview.

Use of the Commentary in Different Contexts

The Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament is utilized in various
contexts, including:

— Academic Settings: Scholars and students in seminaries and universities use
the series for coursework and research, as the commentaries provide in-depth
analysis and scholarly engagement.

— Pastoral Ministry: Pastors rely on the BECNT for sermon preparation and
teaching, drawing on its theological insights and practical applications to
enrich their ministry.

— Personal Study: Individual readers seeking to deepen their understanding of
Scripture find the series helpful for personal devotions and Bible study
groups.

Conclusion

The Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament stands out as a premier
resource in the field of biblical scholarship. Its commitment to rigorous
exegesis, theological reflection, and practical application makes it an
indispensable tool for anyone engaged in the study of the New Testament. As
readers engage with the insights offered in this series, they are better
equipped to understand the complexities of the biblical text and to apply its



teachings in their lives. Whether for academic, pastoral, or personal use,
the BECNT series continues to play a significant role in shaping contemporary
biblical interpretation and understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament?

The Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament is a series of scholarly
works that provide in-depth analysis and interpretation of the New Testament
texts. It aims to combine rigorous academic research with practical
application for pastors, students, and lay readers.

Who are the main authors contributing to the Baker
Exegetical Commentary series?

The series features contributions from various prominent biblical scholars
and theologians, including but not limited to Douglas Moo, David E. Garland,
and Robert W. Yarbrough, each focusing on different books of the New
Testament.

What makes the Baker Exegetical Commentary unique
compared to other commentaries?

The Baker Exegetical Commentary is unique due to its balance of scholarly
rigor and accessibility. It provides detailed exegesis, linguistic analysis,
and theological insights while being approachable for those without extensive
academic backgrounds.

How does the commentary address historical and
cultural contexts?

Each volume of the Baker Exegetical Commentary places a strong emphasis on
the historical and cultural contexts of the New Testament writings, helping
readers understand the background and circumstances that influenced the
texts.

Is the Baker Exegetical Commentary suitable for
academic study or personal devotion?

Yes, the Baker Exegetical Commentary is suitable for both academic study and
personal devotion. It is designed to serve as a resource for theological
education while also being accessible for personal reading and spiritual
growth.
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