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BAROMETER RISING IS A SEMINAL WORK BY CANADIAN AUTHOR HUGH MACLENNAN, PUBLISHED IN 194 1. THIS NOVEL IS NOT
ONLY A CORNERSTONE OF CANADIAN LITERATURE BUT ALSO A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF IDENTITY, CONFLICT, AND THE
HUMAN CONDITION DURING A TUMULTUOUS PERIOD IN CANADIAN HISTORY. MACLENNAN'S NARRATIVE IS RICH WITH THEMES THAT
RESONATE DEEPLY WITH THE CANADIAN EXPERIENCE, PARTICULARLY IN THE CONTEXT OF WORLD W AR | AND ITS AFTERMATH.
THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE INTRICACIES OF “BAROMETER RISING,” EXAMINING ITS CHARACTERS, THEMES, AND THE
HISTORICAL BACKDROP THAT INFORMS ITS NARRATIVE.



OVERVIEW OF BAROMETER RISING

"BAROMETER RISING” IS SET IN THE CITY OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF W ORLD W AR | AND THE
CATASTROPHIC HALIFAX ExPLOSION OF 19 17. THE NOVEL WEAVES TOGETHER THE LIVES OF ITS CHARACTERS, REFLECTING
THEIR STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS AMIDST THE CHAOS OF WAR AND SOCIETAL CHANGE. MACLENNAN'S PROSE BRINGS TO LIFE NOT
ONLY THE PHYSICAL LANDSCAPE OF HALIFAX BUT ALSO THE EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES OF HIS
CHARACTERS, MAKING THE NOVEL A RICH TAPESTRY OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

UNDERSTANDING “BAROMETER RISING” REQUIRES AN APPRECIATION OF ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT. THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION,
WHICH OCCURRED ON DECEMBER 6, 1917, WAS ONE OF THE LARGEST MAN-MADE EXPLOSIONS PRIOR TO THE ATOMIC BOMB AND
HAD A DEVASTATING IMPACT ON THE CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS.

- Key HISTORICAL EVENTS INFLUENCING THE NOVEL:

- WORLD W AR I: THE WAR SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED THE LIVES OF THE CHARACTERS, REFLECTING THE BROADER SOCIETAL
CHANGES AND THE REALITIES OF WAR.

- HALIFAX EXPLOSION: THE EXPLOSION SERVED AS A PIVOTAL EVENT IN THE NARRATIVE, AFFECTING THE CHARACTERS’
TRAJECTORIES AND THE CITY'S RECOVERY.

- PosT-wAR REALITIES: THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR AND THE EXPLOSION LED TO A REEVALUATION OF CANADIAN IDENTITY
AND SOCIETAL VALUES.

CHARACTERS AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT

THE CHARACTERS IN “BAROMETER RISING” ARE MULTIFACETED, EACH REPRESENTING DIFFERENT FACETS OF CANADIAN SOCIETY
DURING THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. THE MAIN CHARACTERS NAVIGATE THEIR LIVES AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF WAR, LOSS, AND
THE SEARCH FOR IDENTITY.

- Key CHARACTERS:

1. DUNCAN MACRAE: A WAR VETERAN GRAPPLING WITH HIS EXPERIENCES AND THE IMPACT OF THE WAR ON HIS PSYCHE. HIS
JOURNEY REFLECTS THE STRUGGLE OF MANY RETURNING SOLDIERS.

2. MARGARET MACRAE: DUNCAN’S LOVE INTEREST, REPRESENTING THE WOMEN LEFT BEHIND DURING THE WAR AND THEIR
RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY.

3. CorMAC MCRAE: DUNCAN'S BROTHER, WHO EMBODIES THE SPIRIT OF THE YOUNGER GENERATION FACING THE CHALLENGES OF
A CHANGING WORLD.

4. Dr. MicHAEL MCRAE: A CHARACTER WHO SYMBOLIZES THE CONFLICT BETWEEN TRADITION AND MODERNITY, AS WELL AS THE
MORAL DILEMMAS FACED BY THOSE IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION DURING W ARTIME.

AS THE NOVEL PROGRESSES, THESE CHARACTERS UNDERGO SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS, SHAPED BY THEIR EXPERIENCES AND
THE WORLD AROUND THEM. THEIR STORIES INTERTWINE, ILLUSTRATING THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF INDIVIDUAL LIVES WITHIN
THE LARGER CONTEXT OF HISTORY.

THEMES EXPLORED IN BAROMETER RISING

HuGH MACLENNAN'S “BAROMETER RISING” ENCAPSULATES SEVERAL PROMINENT THEMES THAT REFLECT THE COMPLEXITIES OF
CANADIAN IDENTITY, THE EFFECTS OF WAR, AND THE SEARCH FOR MEANING IN A CHANGING WORLD.

IDENTITY AND NATIONALISM



ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF THE NOVEL IS THE EXPLORATION OF IDENTITY, BOTH PERSONAL AND NATIONAL. THE
CHARACTERS GRAPPLE WITH THEIR SENSE OF SELF IN THE WAKE OF WAR AND DISASTER.

- Key PoinTs:

- THE IMPACT OF THE WAR ON PERSONAL IDENTITY: CHARACTERS LIKE DUNCAN STRUGGLE WITH PTSD AND THE
DISILLUSIONMENT THAT ACCOMPANIES RETURNING HOME AFTER EXPERIENCING THE HORRORS OF WAR.

- THE QUEST FOR A NATIONAL IDENTITY: THE NOVEL REFLECTS THE BROADER QUESTION OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CANADIAN IN
A WORLD TORN APART BY CONFLICT.

THE EFFecTs oF WAR

W AR IS A PERVASIVE THEME IN “BAROMETER RISING/” INFLUENCING THE CHARACTERS LIVES AND THE SOCIETAL LANDSCAPE.
MACLENNAN DOES NOT SHY AWAY FROM DEPICTING THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF WAR.

- Key PoinTs:

- THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TOLL ON SOLDIERS: DUNCAN'S CHARACTER EMBODIES THE TRAUMA FACED BY RETURNING VETERANS.
- THE IMPACT OF LOSS: THE EXPLOSION AND THE WAR LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT PERSONAL LOSSES FOR MANY CHARACTERS,
HIGHLIGHTING THE THEME OF GRIEF AND RESILIENCE.

CHANGE AND MODERNITY

THE NOVEL ALSO DELVES INTO THE THEME OF CHANGE, PARTICULARLY THE TENSION BETWEEN TRADITION AND MODERNITY. THE
CHARACTERS FIND THEMSELVES AT A CROSSROADS, NAVIGATING THE SOCIETAL SHIFTS BROUGHT ON BY WAR AND
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS.

- Key PoinTs:

- THE CONFLICT BETWEEN OLD VALUES AND NEW REALITIES: CHARACTERS LIKE DR. MICHAEL MCRAE REPRESENT THE STRUGGLE
TO RECONCILE TRADITIONAL BELIEFS WITH THE DEMANDS OF A MODERN SOCIETY.

- THE EMERGENCE OF A NEW CANADIAN IDENTITY: THE TRANSFORMATION OF HALIFAX AND ITS INHABITANTS SIGNIFIES THE
BROADER CHANGES OCCURRING IN CANADA DURING THIS PERIOD.

LITERARY STYLE AND TECHNIQUES

HuGH MACLENNAN'S WRITING STYLE IN “BAROMETER RISING” 1S CHARACTERIZED BY ITS ELOQUENCE AND DEPTH. HIS USE oF
LANGUAGE AND LITERARY TECHNIQUES ENHANCES THE NARRATIVE AND ENGAGES THE READER.

IMAGERY AND SYMBOLISM

MACLENNAN EMPLOYS VIVID IMAGERY AND SYMBOLISM THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL TO EVOKE EMOTIONS AND CONVEY DEEPER
MEANINGS.

- BAROMETER AS A SYMBOL: THE TITLE ITSELF, “BAROMETER RISING,” SERVES AS A METAPHOR FOR THE CHANGING SOCIAL AND
EMOTIONAL CLIMATE OF THE CHARACTERS AND THE NATION.

- NATURAL IMAGERY: THE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE HALIFAX LANDSCAPE REFLECT THE INTERNAL STATES OF THE CHARACTERS,
CREATING A STRONG CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ENVIRONMENT AND THEIR EXPERIENCES.

CHARACTERIZATION



THE DEPTH OF CHARACTERIZATION IN “BAROMETER RISING” ALLOWS READERS TO CONNECT WITH THE CHARACTERS ON A
PERSONAL LEVEL. MACLENNAN’S NUANCED PORTRAYALS REVEAL THEIR INNER CONFLICTS AND MOTIVATIONS.

- CoMpLEX CHARACTERS: EACH CHARACTER IS MULTIDIMENSIONAL, REPRESENTING VARIOUS ASPECTS OF CANADIAN SOCIETY
AND THE HUMAN CONDITION.

- DIALOGUE AND INTERACTION: THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN CHARACTERS ARE CAREFULLY CRAFTED, REVEALING THEIR
RELATIONSHIPS AND THE SOCIETAL NORMS OF THE TIME.

CoNcCLUSION

“BAROMETER RISING” IS A POWERFUL EXPLORATION OF THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE, SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF WAR AND
SOCIETAL CHANGE. HUGH MACLENNAN'S MASTERFUL STORYTELLING, RICH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, AND PROFOUND THEMES
MAKE THIS NOVEL A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO CANADIAN LITERATURE. AS READERS JOURNEY THROUGH THE LIVES OF
DUNCAN/ MARGARET, AND THE OTHER CHARACTERS, THEY GAIN INSIGHTS INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF IDENTITY, THE EFFECTS OF
WAR, AND THE QUEST FOR MEANING IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING \WORLD. THE NOVEL NOT ONLY REFLECTS THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT
OF ITS TIME BUT ALSO RESONATES WITH CONTEMPORARY THEMES, MAKING IT A TIMELESS WORK THAT CONTINUES TO
CAPTIVATE READERS.

IN CONCLUSION, "BAROMETER RISING” STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO THE RESILIENCE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT AND THE ENDURING
QUEST FOR IDENTITY AND BELONGING, SOLIDIFYING HuGH MACLENNAN'S PLACE IN THE CANON OF CANADIAN LITERATURE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF 'BAROMETER RISING’ BY HUGH MACLENNAN?

THE MAIN THEME OF ‘BAROMETER RISING’ REVOLVES AROUND THE IMPACT OF WORLD W AR | oN CANADIAN SOCIETY, EXPLORING
ISSUES OF IDENTITY, NATIONALISM, AND THE PERSONAL STRUGGLES OF ITS CHARACTERS IN A CHANGING WORLD.

\WHO ARE THE CENTRAL CHARACTERS IN ‘BAROMETER RISING'?

THE CENTRAL CHARACTERS INCLUDE PAUL, A YOUNG CANADIAN MAN, AND HIS LOVE INTEREST, A WOMAN NAMED ELLEN, ALONG
WITH VARIOUS OTHER FIGURES WHO REPRESENT DIFFERENT FACETS OF CANADIAN SOCIETY DURING THE WAR.

IN WHAT HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS 'BAROMETER RISING’ SET?

THE NOVEL 1S SET DURING W ORLD W AR |, PARTICULARLY FOCUSING ON THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION
IN 1917, WHICH SERVES AS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE STORY.

How poes HUGH MACLENNAN PORTRAY THE CONCEPT OF CANADIAN IDENTITY IN
‘BAROMETER RISING'?

HuGH MACLENNAN EXPLORES CANADIAN IDENTITY THROUGH THE STRUGGLES OF HIS CHARACTERS, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR
RELATIONSHIPS WITH EACH OTHER AND THEIR NATION AMIDST THE BACKDROP OF W AR AND SOCIAL CHANGE.

W/HAT LITERARY TECHNIQUES DOES MACLENNAN USE IN ‘BAROMETER RISING'?

MACLENNAN EMPLOYS A MIX OF SYMBOLISM, VIVID IMAGERY, AND RICH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT TO CONVEY THE EMOTIONAL
AND SOCIETAL TURMOIL EXPERIENCED BY CANADIANS DURING THE WAR.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE 'BAROMETER RISING'?

THE TITLE SYMBOLIZES THE RISING TENSIONS AND THE IMPENDING CRISIS THAT CHARACTERS FACE, MUCH LIKE A BAROMETER
INDICATING A CHANGE IN WEATHER THAT FORESHADOWS THE DRAMATIC EVENTS TO COME.



How Does ‘BAROMETER RISING’ REFLECT THE IMPACT OF WAR ON PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS?

THE NOVEL HIGHLIGHTS HOW WAR CREATES RIFTS AND CHALLENGES IN PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, SHOWING HOW CHARACTERS
MUST NAVIGATE LOVE, LOYALTY, AND LOSS IN THE FACE OF EXTERNAL CONFLICT.

\WHAT ROLE DOES THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION PLAY IN ‘BAROMETER RISING'?

THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION SERVES AS A CRITICAL TURNING POINT IN THE NOVEL, REPRESENTING BOTH A LITERAL AND
METAPHORICAL EXPLOSION OF CHAOS THAT AFFECTS THE CHARACTERS' LIVES AND THE LARGER CANADIAN COMMUNITY.

\WHAT IS THE NARRATIVE STYLE OF ‘BAROMETER RISING'?

THE NARRATIVE STYLE OF ‘BAROMETER RISING” IS A BLEND OF THIRD-PERSON OMNISCIENT NARRATION AND CHARACTER-DRIVEN
STORYTELLING, ALLOWING READERS TO GAIN INSIGHTS INTO MULTIPLE CHARACTERS' THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS.

\WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CRITICAL RESPONSES TO ‘BAROMETER RISING’ SINCE ITS
PUBLICATION?

SINCE ITS PUBLICATION, 'BAROMETER RISING’ HAS BEEN PRAISED FOR ITS DEEP EMOTIONAL RESONANCE AND HISTORICAL
RELEVANCE, THOUGH SOME CRITICS HAVE POINTED TO ITS MELODRAMATIC ELEMENTS AS A POINT OF CONTENTION.
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understand and predict the weather. By measuring air pressure, barometers provide ...
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How does a Barometer work? - BYJU'S
A barometer is an instrument used to measure air pressure as it varies with distance either above or
below sea level. Italian scientist Evangelista Torricelli invented the barometer in the year 1643.

Barometer - Wikipedia

Many measurements of air pressure are used within surface weather analysis to help find surface
troughs, pressure systems and frontal boundaries. Barometers and pressure altimeters (the most
basic and common type of altimeter) are essentially ...

How Is Barometric Pressure Measured and Why? - HowStuffWorks

Feb 27, 2024 - What Is a Barometer? A barometer is a scientific instrument designed to measure
barometric pressure. Barometers as we know them date back to 1643 when the Italian inventor
Evangelista Torricelli measured air pressure using a glass tube filled with mercury and open on its
downward-pointing end.

What Is A Barometer, How It Works, Where To Place It

Jun 27, 2025 - A barometer is defined as a meteorological instrument used to measure air pressure
in the atmosphere. It forms a crucial part of any weather station and is primarily used with other
sensors to measure current and determine future weather conditions. It is also used in aviation to
measure altitude.

Barometer | Definition, Types, Units, & Facts | Britannica

A barometer is a device used to measure atmospheric pressure. Because atmospheric pressure
changes with distance above or below sea level, a barometer can also be used to measure altitude.
There are two main types of barometers: mercury and aneroid. Learn more about barometers in this
article.

How do barometers work? - Explain that Stuff
Jul 3, 2022 - Instruments that measure air pressure are called barometers and people have been
using them for weather forecasting and scientific research for hundreds of years. Let's take a ...

Barometer: What is it, what is it for, how it works and types

Mar 6, 2025 - A barometer is a instrument used to measure atmospheric pressure which is the
weight that air exerts on the surface of the earth. This device is key in meteorology, since changes in
atmospheric pressure can indicate variations in the weather, such as storms or good weather.



Barometers: What They Do and Why They Matter

Jul 15, 2024 - A barometer might seem like a simple device, but it plays a crucial role in helping us
understand and predict the weather. By measuring air pressure, barometers provide valuable
information that meteorologists use to forecast weather conditions.

Barometer - National Geographic Society
Oct 24, 2023 - A barometer measures atmospheric pressure in units of measurement called
atmospheres or bars. An atmosphere (atm) is a unit of measurement equal to the average air ...

Barometer Definition and Function (Science) - ThoughtCo
Jan 5, 2018 - Barometer Definition A barometer is a device that measures atmospheric pressure. The
word "barometer" comes from the Greek words for "weight" and "measure." Changes in ...

How does a Barometer work? - BYJU'S

A barometer is an instrument used to measure air pressure as it varies with distance either above or
below sea level. Italian scientist Evangelista Torricelli invented the barometer in the year 1643.
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