
Babylon 5 Call To Arms

Babylon 5: Call to Arms is a pivotal television movie that serves as a bridge
between the beloved science fiction series "Babylon 5" and its sequel spin-
off, "Crusade." Released on May 19, 1999, this film not only wraps up several
story arcs from the original series but also lays the groundwork for the
continuation of the narrative in "Crusade." The movie is loaded with rich
themes, character development, and the intricate politics that fans have come
to expect from the "Babylon 5" universe. This article delves into the film’s
plot, characters, themes, and its significance in the larger context of the
"Babylon 5" franchise.



Plot Summary

"Babylon 5: Call to Arms" takes place after the conclusion of the original
"Babylon 5" series. The movie primarily revolves around the impending threat
of the Shadows and the need for the various races of the galaxy to unite
against a common enemy.

The Gathering Storm

The film opens with a sense of urgency as the Earth Alliance finds itself on
the brink of war. Captain Matthew Gideon, played by Bruce Boxleitner, is
assigned to command the new Earth warship, the Victory. His mission is to
prepare for the looming conflict with the Shadows, who have begun to re-
emerge in the galaxy. The Earth Alliance is in turmoil, facing internal
strife as well as external threats.

Key plot points include:
- The Shadows' Return: The Shadows, an ancient and malevolent alien race, are
regaining power and influence. Their strategic maneuvers threaten the
stability of the galaxy.
- The Formation of the New Alliance: Various alien races, including Minbari,
Narn, and Centauri, must put aside past grievances to unite against the
Shadows.
- The Role of the Rangers: The Rangers, a clandestine group formed to combat
the Shadow threat, play a crucial role in gathering intelligence and
coordinating the allied forces.

Character Development

"Babylon 5: Call to Arms" features a blend of familiar and new characters,
each contributing to the film’s rich narrative tapestry.

Returning Characters

1. Captain Matthew Gideon: As the protagonist, Gideon embodies the qualities
of leadership and determination. His character is developed further as he
grapples with the weight of his responsibilities and the sacrifices required
to protect the galaxy.

2. G'Kar: The former Narn ambassador has evolved into a spiritual leader,
promoting peace and unity among the races. His journey reflects themes of
redemption and the importance of cooperation.

3. Delenn: The Minbari leader continues to play a crucial role in the



alliance-building process. Her wisdom and foresight are instrumental in
navigating the political landscape.

4. Sheridan: While he does not play a central role in the film, Captain John
Sheridan’s legacy looms large. His previous battles against the Shadows cast
a long shadow over the events of "Call to Arms."

New Characters

1. Dureena Nafeel: Introduced as a new character, Dureena is a member of the
Rangers. Her backstory is compelling, revealing a personal vendetta against
the Shadows, which adds depth to her character.

2. Gideon’s Crew: The film introduces several members of Gideon’s crew, each
with unique backgrounds and motivations that contribute to the overarching
narrative.

Thematic Elements

"Babylon 5: Call to Arms" is rich with thematic depth, exploring various
issues relevant to the audience.

Unity and Cooperation

One of the central themes of the film is the necessity of unity in the face
of adversity. The various alien races must overcome their historical
animosities to combat a common enemy.

- Symbolism of the Alliance: The formation of the new alliance symbolizes
hope and the potential for peace in a fractured universe.
- G'Kar's Vision: G'Kar’s role as a unifying figure emphasizes the importance
of dialogue and understanding among different cultures.

Sacrifice and Duty

The film also explores the themes of sacrifice and duty to a greater cause.
Characters like Gideon face difficult choices that test their resolve and
commitment to their ideals.

- The Cost of War: The film does not shy away from showcasing the harsh
realities of war, including loss and the moral dilemmas faced by leaders.



Legacy and the Future

"Call to Arms" serves as a reflection on the legacy of the characters from
"Babylon 5" while also looking towards the future. It tackles the questions
of what happens next after a great conflict and how to build a better world.

Significance in the "Babylon 5" Franchise

"Babylon 5: Call to Arms" holds a significant place in the "Babylon 5"
universe for several reasons.

Transition to Crusade

The film acts as a direct lead-in to "Crusade," the sequel series that
follows Captain Gideon and his crew as they embark on a quest to find a cure
for a deadly virus threatening humanity.

- Setting Up New Storylines: Characters and plot points introduced in "Call
to Arms" are further explored in "Crusade," providing continuity for fans.
- Expanding the Universe: The film broadens the scope of the "Babylon 5"
universe, introducing new concepts and factions that enrich the lore.

Cultural Impact

"Call to Arms" has left a lasting impact on the science fiction genre. It
showcases the complexity of interstellar politics and the moral ambiguities
of war.

- Influence on Future Sci-Fi: The themes and storytelling techniques employed
in "Babylon 5" have influenced many subsequent science fiction series,
demonstrating the show’s legacy.

Conclusion

"Babylon 5: Call to Arms" is much more than just a movie; it is a crucial
chapter in an expansive narrative that has captivated viewers for decades.
Its exploration of themes such as unity, sacrifice, and the moral
complexities of war resonate deeply with its audience. The film successfully
bridges the gap between the original series and its successor, "Crusade,"
while also enriching the rich tapestry of the "Babylon 5" universe. For both
seasoned fans and newcomers, "Call to Arms" remains an essential viewing
experience that encapsulates the spirit of one of science fiction's most



beloved franchises.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Babylon 5: A Call to
Arms'?
'Babylon 5: A Call to Arms' follows the story of Captain Matthew Gideon and
his crew aboard the starship Excalibur as they seek to confront a new threat
posed by the Shadows and their allies, while also dealing with the aftermath
of the events from the previous series.

How does 'A Call to Arms' connect to the larger
Babylon 5 universe?
'A Call to Arms' serves as a bridge between the original 'Babylon 5' series
and the subsequent spin-off series 'Crusade', introducing new characters and
plotlines while also tying up loose ends from the main series.

Who are the main characters introduced in 'A Call to
Arms'?
Key characters introduced include Captain Matthew Gideon, played by Gary
Cole, and his crew members, such as the enigmatic Alwyn and the telepathic
character of Dr. Sarah Cantrell.

What themes are explored in 'Babylon 5: A Call to
Arms'?
The film explores themes of unity, sacrifice, and the moral complexities of
war, as the crew must navigate their relationships and responsibilities while
facing imminent danger.

What is the significance of the Excalibur ship in 'A
Call to Arms'?
The Excalibur is a prototype warship designed specifically to combat the
Shadow threat, symbolizing hope and the determination of the Earth Alliance
to protect its interests and allies in a time of crisis.

Was 'A Call to Arms' well received by fans and
critics?
'A Call to Arms' received a mixed to positive response from fans and critics,
with praise for its character development and visual effects, but some
criticism regarding pacing and its connection to the broader series
narrative.
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如何制作披萨的面饼？ - 知乎
请问如何做好披萨的面皮1 条评论 做披萨其实很简单，按照下面的步骤做就可以。 一块标准的披萨首先是顶料诱人，饼边酥脆，内部松软，吃口有嚼劲。 下面我就公开一个pizza hut的
披萨配 …

必胜客哪种pizza好吃？ - 知乎
Feb 21, 2019 · 必胜客最经典的一款:超级至尊比萨（有些比萨可能上架一段时间，就下架了，这款一直都有。） 最有特点的:榴莲多多披萨（榴莲披萨分为两种，一种是泰国铁枕头
榴莲肉做 …

如何评价蓝蛙（blue frog）和 Pizza Express两家店的定位？ - 知乎
Jan 25, 2015 · 蓝蛙和 披萨马上诺 差别挺大的，感觉蓝蛙更适合拿来和蓝枪鱼比较。 蓝蛙：认识的人的认知是 西餐厅 或者 酒吧 Pizza Express：就是单纯的餐厅，还
被pizza限制住了。 两家 …

网上传的梅麻吕是什么？ - 知乎
是吗，原来我已经这么老了吗。。 梅麻吕是一个R18的日本3d动画（游戏）工作室，而且应该只有一个人，2010年那个时候业界都没几个像样的3d作品，于是梅麻吕做的《师生矛
盾》、《医 …

我发现到，似乎近年人们常把pizza称为披萨，但十年前流行的称呼 …
我发现到，似乎近年人们常把pizza称为披萨，但十年前流行的称呼是比萨，是这样吗？ ? 另外，你习惯哪种叫法呢？ 显示全部 关注者 41

为什么国内的pizza普遍比美国的好吃？ - 知乎
我在国内吃过两次所谓的“美式pizza”，大多数是学学样子的残次品，好处就是价格尚可接受。 唯一一次吃的和真正的美式pizza一样吃起来很爽的是在上海，一张12寸的pizza要
了288块钱，四 …

披萨制作成本低，为什么一个12寸的pizza要卖到72元！而且还有很 …
披萨制作成本低，为什么一个12寸的pizza要卖到72元！ 而且还有很多人买？ 最近同事请吃披萨，发现价格我无法接受，想知道贵的原因。

spaghetti、lasagna和pasta分别到底指什么有什么区别呀？ - 知乎
pasta是“ 意大利面 ”，是所有意大利面食的统称。根据形状不同，意大利面可分为上百种，每种不同的意面会搭配不同的酱料和食材食用，意大利每个地区都有自己引以为傲的特色意面。
…

一片比萨中含有多少卡路里？ - 知乎
好吧一张9寸pizza约2400千卡，1/6就算400千卡，提供热量约1674千焦，约占60kg成年人每日所需能量的20%。 想减重别碰这个，对体重没有要求可以放开吃。

披萨上都可以放什么？ - 知乎
图是 pizza pizza 店里的意大利辣肠口味pizza 2. 夏威夷口味 同样刷上番茄酱撒上芝士，然后这次放上菠萝块，培根肉和碎肉，非常好吃 这个是我拍的pizza pizza店的，
芝士刚刚融化所以拿 …

Sending Your GRE General Test Scores
If you wish to send your GRE General Test scores to additional institutions or you decide to send
scores after test day, you can order Additional Score Reports (ASRs) for a fee.

How does sending your score work exactly ? : r/GRE - Reddit
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Immediately after you complete your exam, you will be given the option to add 4 free score
recipients (using their 4 digit institution code). Once your scores become available in your …

How to Send GRE Scores: Step-by-Step Guide - PrepScholar
Dec 25, 2016 · You can send additional GRE score reports anytime (within five years) after taking
the GRE — for a fee. This option is especially useful if you’re applying to more than four …

How to Send GRE Scores to Schools? (All You Need to Know)
Oct 4, 2022 · When you take the GRE, you can choose up to 4 schools to send scores to. Once the
official scores are out, the schools will get your GRE score report about 10 to 15 days after …

How to Send GRE Scores to Schools - TTP GRE Blog
Sep 4, 2020 · If you’re happy with your GRE score and you know 1 to 4 schools you want to send
your score to, take advantage of the free option to send scores right after you complete your …

How to Send GRE Scores to Universities: Step by Step Guide
6 days ago · This guide will walk you through how to send GRE scores, whether it's immediately
after your test or later through your ETS account. We'll cover the costs, deadlines, and key tips …

Regarding sending GRE score after finishing the test : r/GRE - Reddit
Sep 17, 2021 · If you however don’t choose to send your scores in the centre immediately after the
test, you can still do so after the official scores are out, but that won’t be free.

How to Send GRE Scores to Universities - vhtc.org
Feb 18, 2025 · After taking the GRE, the next step is sending your scores to universities to complete
your application. Free Score Reports – Sent on test day (up to 4 universities). …

GRE General Test Scores
Scores are available 8-10 days after your test date in your ETS account. Learn more about score
reporting. Four free score recipients are included with your test fee. Learn more about your …

How to Send GRE Scores to Universities? - upGrad
May 27, 2025 · Once you complete the GRE test, you can send GRE scores to colleges or fellowship
sponsors based on your academic goals. As part of your GRE test fee, you can …

Explore the epic universe of "Babylon 5: Call to Arms." Discover key plot points
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