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YOU CAN LEARM TO WRITE IN GENERAL

Elizabeth Wardle

There is no such thing as writing in general. Do you doubt this claim? Test it out. Go
to your desk right now and attempt to write something in general. Do not write for
any specific audience, purpose, or context. Do not use any conventions that you've
learned for school, work, creative writing, and 50 on. Just write in general.

You can't doit, because it can't be done. There is no such thing as writing in general.
Writing is always in particular,

It's mot just common sense that tells us that learning to write in general is not
possible. Many studies of writing have been done — in workplaces, in classes across
the college landscape, and in social and civic settings. They tell us that every new

Bad ideas about writing can hinder the creative process and impede the development of effective
writing skills. Writing is an art form that requires practice, patience, and a willingness to learn.
Unfortunately, many common misconceptions about writing can lead aspiring authors down the wrong
path. In this article, we will explore some of the most prevalent bad ideas about writing, debunk them,

and provide constructive alternatives to help writers improve their craft.



Misconceptions About Writing Style

Writing style is often misunderstood, leading to several bad ideas about how one should approach

writing. Here are some common misconceptions:

1. You Must Write in a Formal Tone

Many writers believe that formal writing is the only acceptable form of writing, particularly in

professional settings. This misconception can lead to stilted prose and disengaged readers.
Reality: While certain contexts, such as academic papers or legal documents, may require a more

formal tone, many types of writing benefit from a conversational style. For instance, blogs, personal

essays, and even some non-fiction books can be more impactful when written in a relatable voice.

2. Good Writing is Always Complex

Another bad idea is the belief that complexity equates to quality in writing. Many writers think they

need to use intricate vocabulary and elaborate sentence structures to impress their readers.

Reality: Clarity is key in writing. Simple, straightforward language often resonates more with readers
than convoluted prose. The best writing conveys ideas clearly, making it accessible to a broader

audience.

Writing Process Myths

The writing process is deeply personal and varies widely from one writer to another. However, several



bad ideas about how to approach this process can be detrimental.

1. You Must Write Every Day

There is a prevalent notion that writers should write daily to improve their skills. This idea can lead to

burnout and frustration.
Reality: While regular writing can be beneficial, it’s not a strict rule that applies to everyone. Some

writers may find greater inspiration during intermittent bursts of creativity. The key is to find a writing

routine that works best for you, whether that’s daily writing or more sporadic sessions.

2. First Drafts Must Be Perfect

Many writers feel pressured to create flawless first drafts, which can stifle creativity and lead to writer's

block.

Reality: First drafts are meant to be rough. The writing process involves multiple revisions, and it’s
essential to allow yourself the freedom to write poorly before refining your ideas. Embrace the

messiness of a first draft; it's a crucial step toward producing quality work.

Character and Plot Development Mistakes

Good character and plot development are essential for engaging storytelling. However, several bad

ideas can derail this process.



1. Characters Must Be Relatable

Some writers believe that all characters need to be relatable to resonate with readers. This can lead to

clichéd and predictable characterizations.
Reality: Characters can be complex, flawed, and even unlikable. What matters is that they are well-

developed and serve a purpose in the story. Unique and unconventional characters can captivate

readers and create memorable narratives.

2. Plots Must Follow a Formula

The idea that all stories must conform to a specific formula, such as the three-act structure, can limit

creativity and originality.

Reality: While certain structures can provide guidance, they should not be seen as strict rules. Many
successful stories break or bend these conventions. Writers should feel free to experiment with

different structures and explore their unique storytelling methods.

Editing and Revision Myths

Editing is a crucial part of the writing process, but several misconceptions can lead to ineffective

revision practices.

1. Editing Can Happen After the First Draft

Many writers think that editing is a separate step that can only occur after completing the first draft.

This often results in a lack of coherence and clarity in the final piece.



Reality: Editing should be an ongoing process. Writers can benefit from revising as they go, making
adjustments to improve clarity and flow while working on the first draft. This iterative process can lead

to a stronger final product.

2. You Should Edit Your Own Work

There is a common belief that writers should always be their own editors. While self-editing has its

place, it can lead to blind spots and missed errors.
Reality: Getting a second opinion on your work is invaluable. Fresh eyes can catch mistakes and

provide constructive feedback that you might overlook. Consider peer reviews, writing groups, or

professional editors to improve your writing.

Feedback and Critique Misunderstandings

Receiving feedback is an important part of the writing journey, but many writers harbor misconceptions

that can hinder their growth.

1. All Feedback is Valuable

Some writers believe that every piece of feedback they receive is equally important. This can lead to

confusion and a lack of direction in their writing.

Reality: Not all feedback is created equal. It’s essential to consider the source and context of the
feedback. Constructive criticism from experienced writers or editors can be much more beneficial than

vague comments from casual readers.



2. You Must Follow All Suggestions

Another bad idea is the belief that writers must implement all suggestions received from feedback. This

can dilute a writer's voice and vision.
Reality: Feedback should be used as a tool for improvement, not a rulebook. Writers should evaluate

suggestions critically and decide what aligns with their vision for the piece. Retaining one’s unique

voice is crucial in writing.

Common Beliefs About Audience and Market

Writers often grapple with the audience and market dynamics, leading to several misconceptions that

can stifle creativity.

1. You Should Write for Trends

There’s a belief that writers should write what is currently trending to gain popularity and success.
Reality: Writing solely for trends can lead to inauthentic work. Instead, writers should focus on topics

and themes they are passionate about. Authenticity resonates with readers more than following fleeting

trends.

2. Your Audience Must Like Everything You Write

Some writers fear alienating their audience and believe they must cater to all reader preferences.

Reality: It’s impossible to please everyone. Writing with authenticity and integrity often attracts a



dedicated readership. Embrace your unique voice, and your audience will find you.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it’s essential to recognize and challenge the bad ideas about writing that can inhibit
creativity and growth. By debunking these misconceptions and embracing a more flexible and
authentic approach to writing, aspiring authors can cultivate their skills and produce engaging,
meaningful work. Writing is a journey, and embracing the process, along with its challenges and
missteps, is pivotal to becoming a successful writer. So, let go of the constraints imposed by bad

ideas, and allow yourself the freedom to explore, create, and express.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a common misconception about writing that can lead to bad
ideas?

Many believe that writing must always be perfect on the first draft, which can hinder creativity and

prevent progress.

Why is relying solely on grammar checkers considered a bad idea in
writing?

Grammar checkers can miss context and nuances, leading writers to overlook deeper issues in their

work.

How does ignoring the target audience affect writing quality?

Failing to consider the target audience can result in a disconnection between the content and its

readers, making it less engaging.



Why is it a bad idea to avoid outlining before writing?

Skipping an outline can lead to disorganized thoughts and a lack of direction, making the writing

process more chaotic.

What are the risks of using clichés in writing?

Clichés can make writing feel unoriginal and lazy, causing readers to lose interest quickly.

How does writing in a passive voice negatively impact a piece?

Using passive voice can make writing less dynamic and engaging, diluting the impact of the message.

Why is it a bad idea to write without a clear purpose?

Writing without a defined purpose can lead to aimless content that fails to resonate with readers or

convey a strong message.

What harm can come from ignoring feedback on writing?

Disregarding feedback can prevent growth and improvement, leaving writers stuck in bad habits and

unrefined skills.

Why is it detrimental to compare your writing to others?

Comparing yourself to others can undermine confidence and stifle your unique voice, leading to

imitation rather than originality.

What is the danger of overusing adverbs in writing?

Overusing adverbs can make writing feel weak and cluttered, as it's often more powerful to choose

stronger verbs instead.
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Uncover the top bad ideas about writing that can hinder your creativity. Learn more to elevate your
writing skills and avoid common pitfalls!
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