
Author Of Life As We Knew It

Author of Life As We Knew It is the talented Susan Beth Pfeffer, an American author renowned for her ability
to weave compelling narratives that explore complex themes through the lens of young adult fiction. Pfeffer's
works often delve into the realms of survival, family dynamics, and the human experience in the face of
adversity. Her novel, "Life As We Knew It," published in 2006, has garnered significant acclaim and has become a
staple in the young adult dystopian genre. This article will explore Pfeffer's biography, her writing style, the
themes present in "Life As We Knew It," and the impact of her work on readers and the literary community.

Biography of Susan Beth Pfeffer

Susan Beth Pfeffer was born on February 17, 1948, in Brooklyn, New York. From an early age, she
demonstrated a passion for storytelling, often creating her own narratives. Pfeffer developed an interest in
writing while attending college at New York University, where she earned a degree in English. After college, she
embarked on a career in writing, initially focusing on children’s literature and later transitioning to young
adult fiction.

1. Early Life and Education
- Born in Brooklyn, New York
- Attended New York University
- Degree in English

2. Writing Career
- Initially wrote children's books



- Transitioned to young adult fiction in the late 1970s
- Published over 30 books, including novels, short stories, and nonfiction

Throughout her career, Pfeffer has received numerous accolades for her contributions to literature, including
the New Jersey Cherry Hill Public Library's “Best Book” award for her novel "The Dead and the Gone," a
companion book to "Life As We Knew It." Her works often reflect her keen understanding of human emotions and
the challenges individuals face in extreme circumstances.

Overview of "Life As We Knew It"

"Life As We Knew It" is set in a near-future world where a catastrophic event drastically alters life on
Earth. The story is told through the diary entries of Miranda, a teenage girl who chronicles the aftermath of a
meteor striking the moon. This event leads to catastrophic weather changes, food shortages, and societal
breakdowns. The novel explores the impact of these events on Miranda's family and their struggle for survival.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Miranda living a typical teenager's life, filled with school, friends, and family.
However, the world quickly shifts when a meteor collides with the moon, causing it to move closer to Earth.
The consequences are immediate and devastating:

- Natural disasters such as tsunamis and earthquakes
- Severe weather patterns leading to extreme cold and heat
- Disruptions in agriculture, resulting in food shortages

As the story progresses, Miranda's family must adapt to their new reality, facing the challenges of survival
with limited resources. The narrative captures the emotional turmoil and resilience of the characters as they
navigate their transformed world.

Main Characters

1. Miranda
- Protagonist and narrator
- A typical teenager whose life is turned upside down
- Exhibits growth and maturity throughout the story

2. Laura
- Miranda's mother
- A strong and resourceful figure who keeps the family together
- Represents parental love and determination

3. Jonny
- Miranda's younger brother
- His innocence contrasts with the harsh realities they face
- Serves as a motivation for Miranda and Laura to persevere

4. Grandpa
- Miranda's grandfather, who moves in with the family
- His character adds depth and emotional weight to the narrative
- Represents the older generation's struggle to adapt



Themes in "Life As We Knew It"

Pfeffer's novel is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers, particularly young adults. Some of the
most prominent themes include:

1. Survival and Resilience
- The characters face numerous challenges that test their limits.
- The novel explores the lengths to which individuals will go to protect their loved ones.

2. Family Dynamics
- The shifting roles within the family unit are central to the story.
- The bond between Miranda and her family strengthens in the face of adversity.

3. Loss and Grief
- The characters experience significant loss, both physically and emotionally.
- Pfeffer expertly captures the stages of grief as the family grapples with their new reality.

4. Hope and Despair
- Amid the bleak circumstances, moments of hope emerge.
- The characters learn to find joy in small victories, highlighting the human spirit's resilience.

Writing Style and Techniques

Susan Beth Pfeffer's writing style in "Life As We Knew It" is characterized by its simplicity and emotional depth.
The use of diary entries allows readers to connect intimately with Miranda's thoughts and feelings. This first-
person perspective creates a sense of immediacy and urgency, drawing readers into the story.

1. Emotional Authenticity
- Pfeffer captures the raw emotions of her characters, making them relatable.
- The inner monologues reveal the characters' fears and hopes, fostering empathy in readers.

2. Realistic Dialogue
- The conversations between characters feel genuine and grounded.
- Pfeffer's ability to write believable dialogue enhances character development.

3. Descriptive Imagery
- Vivid descriptions of the changing world around Miranda immerse readers in the setting.
- The contrast between the normalcy of her previous life and the chaos that ensues makes the narrative more
impactful.

Impact on Readers and Literature

"Life As We Knew It" has left a lasting impact on its readers and the literary community. It has become a
seminal text in the dystopian genre, inspiring discussions about climate change, resource scarcity, and the
fragility of society. The novel's realistic portrayal of survival captivates young adults, resonating with
their fears and aspirations.

1. Influence on Young Adult Fiction
- The book paved the way for other dystopian narratives, influencing authors and publishers.
- Its success has led to a resurgence of interest in survival-themed stories within young adult literature.

2. Reader Engagement
- Readers often express deep emotional connections to the characters and their struggles.



- Book clubs and discussions surrounding the novel frequently focus on its themes of resilience and hope.

3. Critical Acclaim
- The novel received positive reviews from critics, highlighting its emotional depth and realistic portrayal of
crisis.
- Pfeffer has been recognized as a significant voice in young adult literature, with her works being used in
educational settings to discuss survival, ethics, and family dynamics.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the author of Life As We Knew It, Susan Beth Pfeffer, has made a significant mark on young adult
literature through her engaging storytelling and exploration of profound themes. Her ability to craft
relatable characters and immerse readers in a world of survival against overwhelming odds resonates with
audiences of all ages. As society continues to face real-world challenges related to climate change and
resource scarcity, Pfeffer's work serves as both a cautionary tale and a source of inspiration. "Life As We
Knew It" stands as a testament to the power of resilience and the enduring strength of the human spirit,
securing its place in the hearts of readers and the annals of contemporary literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Life As We Knew It'?
The author of 'Life As We Knew It' is Susan Beth Pfeffer.

What genre does 'Life As We Knew It' belong to?
'Life As We Knew It' is a young adult dystopian novel.

What is the main premise of 'Life As We Knew It'?
The novel explores a catastrophic event that changes the world, focusing on a family's survival in a
drastically altered environment.

When was 'Life As We Knew It' first published?
'Life As We Knew It' was first published in 2006.

Is 'Life As We Knew It' part of a series?
Yes, 'Life As We Knew It' is the first book in the Last Survivors series.

What themes are prevalent in 'Life As We Knew It'?
Key themes include survival, family dynamics, and the impact of climate change.

What narrative style is used in 'Life As We Knew It'?
The novel is written in the form of a diary, capturing the protagonist's thoughts and experiences.

Has 'Life As We Knew It' received any awards?
Yes, 'Life As We Knew It' has received several accolades, including being named a New York Times bestseller.
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Lead Author 和 Co-Author 是什么意思？_百度知道
Sep 7, 2024 · Lead Author 和 Co-Author 是什么意思？论文中的 lead author 指的是主要作者，通常负责构思、执行研究、撰写论文并主导整个研究
项目。此角色在学术界被认为是核心位置， …

请问:co-author是指并列第一 - 百度知道
Jul 27, 2024 · 结论：在学术或出版领域，"co-author"通常指的是一位或多个人共同撰写的作者，他们对作品的贡献平等，共同承担署名责任。然而，当提到"co-first
author"时，它特指在多作者 …

请问在elsevier投稿中，author statement 该怎么写？ - 知乎
请问在elsevier投稿中，author statement 该怎么写？ 由于期刊guide for author 打不开， 请问下各位大佬知道相关填写要求或者有无相关填写模板吗？ 显
示全部 关注者 45

author checklist怎么写_百度知道
May 23, 2025 · author checklist怎么写Author’s Checklist的撰写方法如下：一、明确Checklist的来源与格式来源：Author’s
Checklist通常可以直接从目标投稿杂志的官方网站上下载。这是确 …

怎样填写Initial name? - 知乎
Initial name通常指的是名字或名称的初始部分，特别是名字的首字母或首字母组合。在英文环境中，当人们需要简化或缩写名字时，常常会使用initial name。例如，一个人
的全名是Jane …

SCI投稿，编辑要求给一个running title，该怎么写？原标题需要改 …
May 30, 2022 · SCI投稿，编辑要求给一个running title，该怎么写？ 原标题需要改吗？ The title exceeds 70 characters with
spaces; the author is suggested to giv… 显示全部 关注者 22 被浏览

author和writer的区别_百度知道

https://soc.up.edu.ph/24-mark/pdf?trackid=UWl44-7258&title=gallup-teacher-insight-questions-and-answers.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/24-mark/pdf?trackid=UWl44-7258&title=gallup-teacher-insight-questions-and-answers.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/08-print/pdf?dataid=Wmq11-8411&title=author-of-life-as-we-knew-it.pdf


author 和 writer主要有含义、词源和侧重点三个方面的区别： 1、含义不同 author 作名词时，意思是作者、著作家、创造者、发起人。 …

SCI投稿中Author Contributions应该怎么写？ - 百度知道
Aug 17, 2024 · SCI投稿中Author Contributions应该怎么写？在投稿英文SCI期刊时，Author Contributions这一环节至关 …

请问在elsevier投稿中,authorstatement该怎么写? - 百 …
Nov 3, 2024 · 请问在elsevier投稿中,authorstatement该怎么写?CRediT Author Statement，即作者署名声明或论文贡献作 …

correspondence author 与corresponding author有什么区别
Jul 31, 2024 · 在学术论文中，"correspondence author"和"corresponding author"虽然都指的是论文 …

Lead Author 和 Co-Author 是什么意思？_百度知道
Sep 7, 2024 · Lead Author 和 Co-Author 是什么意思？论文中的 lead author 指的是主要作者，通常负责构思、执行研究、撰写论文并 …

Explore the insights and journey of the author of "Life As We Knew It." Discover how this compelling
narrative reflects resilience and survival. Learn more!

Back to Home

https://soc.up.edu.ph

