
Aws Certified Security Specialty Exam

AWS Certified Security Specialty Exam is a recognized certification that validates an individual's
expertise in securing applications and data on the Amazon Web Services (AWS) platform. As cloud
computing continues to evolve, so does the need for professionals who are skilled in security
practices and tools specific to AWS. This certification is aimed at individuals who perform a security
role and have at least two years of hands-on experience securing AWS workloads. In this article, we
will explore the details of the AWS Certified Security Specialty Exam, including its structure,
recommended preparation strategies, and key topics.

Understanding the AWS Certified Security Specialty
Exam

The AWS Certified Security Specialty Exam is designed for individuals who want to demonstrate their
knowledge of AWS security best practices. This certification helps professionals prove their
competence in securing data and applications, which is crucial for organizations that rely on cloud
technologies.



Exam Overview

- Format: Multiple-choice and multiple-answer questions
- Length: 170 minutes
- Cost: $300 USD
- Language: Available in English, Japanese, Korean, and Simplified Chinese
- Passing Score: AWS does not publicly disclose the passing score, but it typically ranges between
750-850 on a scale of 1000.

Target Audience

This certification is intended for:

- Security engineers
- Security architects
- Security analysts
- Cloud practitioners who work with AWS services

Candidates should have a solid background in AWS and security concepts, as well as an
understanding of compliance and governance.

Prerequisites

While there are no mandatory prerequisites, it is strongly recommended that candidates have:

1. AWS Knowledge: At least two years of hands-on experience in securing AWS workloads.
2. Security Experience: Familiarity with security concepts and practices, including but not limited to
encryption, identity and access management, and incident response.
3. Networking Skills: A basic understanding of network security and how it applies to cloud
environments.

Key Topics Covered in the Exam

The AWS Certified Security Specialty Exam covers a range of topics. The exam is divided into
domains, each focusing on specific aspects of AWS security.

1. Incident Response

This domain focuses on how to prepare for, detect, and respond to security incidents in AWS
environments. Key areas include:

- Incident detection techniques: Utilizing AWS services like AWS CloudTrail and AWS Config for



monitoring.
- Incident response planning: Developing and implementing an incident response plan.
- Forensic analysis: Techniques for analyzing security incidents post-event.

2. Logging and Monitoring

This aspect examines how to effectively log and monitor AWS resources for security purposes.
Important topics include:

- AWS CloudTrail: Understanding its role in logging API calls.
- AWS CloudWatch: Setting up alarms and notifications based on specific metrics.
- Centralized logging: Implementing solutions for aggregating log data across multiple AWS accounts.

3. Infrastructure Security

Infrastructure security on AWS covers various best practices for protecting cloud resources. Key
considerations include:

- Security Groups and NACLs (Network Access Control Lists): Using these tools to control inbound and
outbound traffic.
- VPC Security: Understanding how to secure Virtual Private Cloud (VPC) configurations.
- AWS Shield and AWS WAF: Implementing DDoS protection and web application firewalls.

4. Identity and Access Management (IAM)

IAM is a crucial part of AWS security. Candidates should understand:

- IAM policies and roles: Creating and managing policies for user access.
- Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA): Implementing MFA for enhanced security.
- AWS Organizations: Managing permissions across multiple accounts.

5. Data Protection

This domain focuses on securing sensitive data within AWS. Important concepts include:

- Encryption at rest and in transit: Utilizing services such as AWS KMS (Key Management Service) and
AWS Certificate Manager.
- Backup and recovery: Best practices for data backup and disaster recovery.
- Data loss prevention: Techniques to prevent unauthorized access to sensitive information.



6. Compliance and Governance

Understanding compliance frameworks and how they apply to AWS is essential. Topics include:

- AWS compliance programs: Familiarity with regulations like GDPR, HIPAA, and PCI DSS.
- AWS Artifact: Using this service to access compliance reports and documents.
- Security frameworks: Knowledge of frameworks like NIST and ISO for security governance.

Preparation Strategies

To successfully pass the AWS Certified Security Specialty Exam, candidates should follow a structured
preparation strategy.

1. Official AWS Training and Resources

AWS offers a variety of training resources, including:

- Online Training: Self-paced courses on AWS Security.
- Classroom Training: Instructor-led courses for more hands-on learning.
- Whitepapers and Documentation: Reading AWS whitepapers on security best practices.

2. Hands-On Practice

Practical experience is vital. Candidates should:

- Create an AWS Account: Set up a free-tier account if possible.
- Experiment: Use various AWS services to implement security measures.
- Simulate Security Scenarios: Practice incident response and logging monitoring.

3. Study Groups and Forums

Engaging with peers can enhance learning. Candidates can:

- Join Study Groups: Participate in local or online study groups.
- Utilize Online Forums: Platforms like Reddit or AWS Developer Forums can provide insights and
support.

4. Practice Exams

Taking practice exams can help candidates familiarize themselves with the exam format. Resources



include:

- AWS Official Practice Exam: A good way to gauge readiness.
- Third-Party Practice Questions: Various online platforms offer practice tests.

Conclusion

The AWS Certified Security Specialty Exam is an essential certification for professionals looking to
advance their careers in cloud security. As organizations increasingly rely on AWS for their
infrastructure, the demand for skilled security practitioners will continue to grow. By understanding
the exam structure, key topics, and effective preparation strategies, candidates can significantly
enhance their chances of success. Achieving this certification not only demonstrates your
commitment to security but also equips you with the knowledge and skills needed to protect your
organization's cloud assets effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the AWS Certified Security –
Specialty exam?
The exam covers topics such as incident response, logging and monitoring, infrastructure security,
identity and access management, data protection, and compliance.

What is the recommended experience before taking the AWS
Certified Security – Specialty exam?
AWS recommends having at least five years of IT security experience and at least two years of hands-
on experience securing AWS workloads.

How many questions are on the AWS Certified Security –
Specialty exam?
The exam consists of 65 multiple-choice and multiple-response questions.

What is the passing score for the AWS Certified Security –
Specialty exam?
The passing score for the exam is between 750 and 900, on a scale of 100 to 1000, although the
exact score required may vary.

What resources are recommended for studying for the AWS
Certified Security – Specialty exam?
Recommended resources include the AWS Security Best Practices whitepaper, AWS training courses,
practice exams, and hands-on experience with AWS security services.
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亚马逊AWS有什么用呢？ - 知乎
AWS 全称Amazon web service (亚马逊网络服务)，是亚马逊公司旗下云计算服务平台，为全世界各个国家和地区的客户提供一整套基础设施和云解决方案。 AWS为
用户提供了一系列包括弹 …

AWS认证是什么？怎么报考？ - 知乎
AWS认证是亚马逊 (Amazon)公司为验证IT专业人员对其云计算平台Amazon Web Services (AWS)的技能和知识而提供的认证。AWS认证的培训和考
试内容经常更新，以反映云计算领 …

学习AWS，请问怎么学？ - 知乎
学习AWS的技巧和方法，知乎用户分享了多种学习路径和经验，帮助初学者快速入门并掌握AWS技能。

深度科普：在国内为什么更建议用亚马逊云（AWS）云服务器？
技术顾问老s 资深互联网技术从业者，专业技术顾问，欢迎来信交流，主页有介绍 2 人赞同了该回答 国外更建议用aws，国内还是用国内的厂商吧 发布于 2024-02-19
18:03 跨境小伯乐 紫鸟优 …

AWS EC2一个月免费750小时，流量有限制吗？ - 知乎
2021-10-01 回答 使用 AWS 免费使用套餐，您可以在一年的时间内，每月最多免费获得 15GB 的数据跨区域（AWS GovCloud 区域除外）传出（至
Internet、其他 AWS 区域或 CloudFront） …

数据治理证书CDMP/CDGA/CDGP哪个含金量高？如何选择？
Dec 12, 2024 · 先说下我个人情况，坐标是一线城市，从事6年数据分析工作，因工作需要，考取了 高项、工信部大数据分析师、DAMA数据治理工程师（CDGA） 这三
种证书，目前正在积极备 …

知乎 - 有问题，就会有答案
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …

亚马逊AWS云服务证书在国内的含金量怎么样？ - 知乎
AWS知识体系简介 总的来说，AWS的认证有4个大类Foundational，Associate，Professional以及Specialty，每一大类的具体细分如上图所示：
初级CCP，一般不需要考，对于企业中的HR,行 …

Itaú migrará 100% da sua infraestrutura para a nuvem até 2028
Ricardo Guerra, CIO do Itaú, no re:Invent 2024, da AWS. Foto: Divulgação O Itaú Unibanco migrará
100% da sua infraestrutura para a nuvem até 2028. O CIO do banco, Ricardo Guerra, …

全是aws干货 - 知乎
AWS Lambda provisioned concurrency预配置并发 上篇 简介 本文承接《AWS Lambda reserved concurrency预留并发》一文，
介绍Lambda函数另外一种并发控制——provisioned …
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