
Australian Film Television And Radio School

Australian Film Television and Radio School (AFTRS) is a premier institution
dedicated to the education and development of creative talent in the film,
television, and radio industries. Established in 1973, the school has earned
a reputation for excellence and innovation, offering a range of programs that
cater to aspiring filmmakers, producers, directors, writers, and sound
professionals. In this article, we will explore the history, programs,
facilities, and the impact of AFTRS on the Australian media landscape.

History of AFTRS

AFTRS was founded in response to the growing need for skilled professionals
in the Australian film and television industry during the 1970s. Initially,
it was established as a national school to train filmmakers and television
practitioners, which was crucial in supporting the local industry amid
increasing competition from international media.

Over the years, AFTRS has evolved significantly, adapting its curriculum to
keep pace with technological advancements and industry trends. This
adaptability has allowed the school to remain at the forefront of media
education in Australia. Today, AFTRS is recognized as a leader in film and
television training and has been instrumental in fostering the careers of
many prominent Australian filmmakers and media professionals.

Programs Offered at AFTRS

AFTRS offers a diverse range of programs designed to meet the needs of
students at various stages of their careers. The school provides both



undergraduate and postgraduate courses, as well as short courses and
professional development opportunities. Below are some of the key programs
offered:

1. Undergraduate Courses

AFTRS offers several undergraduate degrees that focus on different aspects of
film and television production:

- Bachelor of Arts Screen: Production
This program covers all facets of screen production, including directing,
producing, cinematography, and editing. Students work on various projects,
gaining practical experience and industry insights.

- Bachelor of Arts Screen: Business
This course focuses on the business side of the media industry, covering
areas such as media management, marketing, and distribution. Students learn
how to navigate the complexities of the film and television markets.

2. Postgraduate Courses

For those looking to further their education, AFTRS offers several
postgraduate programs:

- Master of Arts Screen
This advanced program allows students to specialize in a particular area of
screen production, such as directing, writing, or producing. It emphasizes
creative development and professional practice.

- Graduate Diploma in Screen Business
This diploma is designed for professionals looking to expand their knowledge
of the business aspects of the screen industry. It covers finance, marketing,
and strategic management.

3. Short Courses and Professional Development

AFTRS also provides a variety of short courses and workshops aimed at
industry professionals and enthusiasts who want to enhance their skills
without committing to a full degree program. These courses cover topics such
as:

- Screenwriting
- Directing
- Cinematography
- Sound Design
- Post-production techniques

Facilities at AFTRS

AFTRS boasts state-of-the-art facilities that provide students with the tools
and resources they need to succeed in the competitive media landscape. The



school is equipped with:

- Sound Stages
Two large sound stages are available for film and television production,
allowing students to work in a professional environment.

- Editing Suites
The school features modern editing suites equipped with industry-standard
software, enabling students to refine their post-production skills.

- Screening Rooms
AFTRS has dedicated screening rooms for students to showcase their work,
receive feedback, and engage with industry professionals.

- Radio Studios
The radio studios are designed for both practical learning and professional
broadcasting, providing students with hands-on experience in radio
production.

- Equipment Hire
Students have access to a wide range of production equipment, including
cameras, lighting, and sound gear, ensuring they are well-prepared for real-
world projects.

Industry Connections and Collaboration

One of the standout features of AFTRS is its strong connections with the film
and television industry. The school collaborates with various industry
partners, providing students with opportunities to work on real projects and
gain valuable experience. Some key aspects of this collaboration include:

- Industry Mentorship
Students often have the chance to work with experienced professionals who act
as mentors, providing guidance and support throughout their studies.

- Internships
AFTRS facilitates internships with leading production companies, giving
students a taste of the industry and helping them build professional
networks.

- Guest Lectures and Workshops
The school frequently invites industry leaders to conduct workshops and
lectures, offering students insights into the latest trends and practices in
the field.

Impact of AFTRS on the Australian Media
Landscape

AFTRS has played a pivotal role in shaping the Australian film and television
industry. The school has produced many successful alumni who have gone on to
achieve recognition both nationally and internationally. Some of the notable
figures include:

- Cate Blanchett



Academy Award-winning actress known for her roles in films such as "Blue
Jasmine" and "The Aviator."

- Geoffrey Rush
Another Oscar-winning actor celebrated for his performances in "Shine" and
"The King's Speech."

- Jane Campion
Renowned director and screenwriter who won the Academy Award for Best
Director for "The Piano."

The school has also contributed to the overall growth of the Australian film
industry by fostering innovation and creativity. AFTRS graduates are often at
the forefront of new ideas and storytelling techniques, pushing the
boundaries of what is possible in film and television.

Conclusion

The Australian Film Television and Radio School stands as a beacon of
excellence in media education. Its commitment to nurturing creative talent,
coupled with state-of-the-art facilities and strong industry connections,
makes it an ideal choice for aspiring filmmakers and media professionals. As
AFTRS continues to evolve and adapt to the changing landscape of the media
industry, its impact on the Australian film and television sector will
undoubtedly endure for years to come. Whether you are an aspiring filmmaker
or a seasoned professional looking to sharpen your skills, AFTRS offers an
array of programs and opportunities that can help you achieve your goals in
the dynamic world of screen production.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does the Australian Film Television and
Radio School (AFTRS) offer?
AFTRS offers a variety of programs including undergraduate and postgraduate
degrees in film, television, radio, screenwriting, and production design, as
well as short courses and professional development options.

How does AFTRS support emerging filmmakers?
AFTRS supports emerging filmmakers through mentorship programs, industry
partnerships, access to state-of-the-art facilities, and opportunities to
participate in real-world projects and film festivals.

What are the admission requirements for AFTRS?
Admission requirements for AFTRS vary by program but typically include a
completed application form, a portfolio of work, and an interview. Specific
requirements may also include prior qualifications or experience in the
relevant field.



Can international students apply to AFTRS?
Yes, AFTRS welcomes international students and provides them with the
opportunity to apply for various programs, though they must meet specific
visa and English language proficiency requirements.

What career opportunities are available for graduates
of AFTRS?
Graduates of AFTRS can pursue a variety of career opportunities in the film,
television, and radio industries, including roles in production, directing,
screenwriting, editing, and sound design, among others.

How does AFTRS integrate technology into its
curriculum?
AFTRS integrates technology into its curriculum by providing students with
access to the latest industry-standard equipment and software, as well as
incorporating digital media and emerging technologies into their courses.
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