
Baptist Faith And Message 1963

Baptist Faith and Message 1963 is a pivotal document that encapsulates the
beliefs and values of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). Adopted during a
time of significant cultural and theological shifts in the United States, the
1963 revision of the Baptist Faith and Message served as a clarion call to
Southern Baptists, reaffirming their commitment to biblical authority,
religious liberty, and the importance of evangelism. This article delves into
the historical context, theological implications, and lasting impact of the
1963 document on the Southern Baptist Convention and the broader Christian
community.



Historical Context

The Southern Baptist Convention has a long and complex history, and the 1963
revision of the Baptist Faith and Message must be understood within its
broader context.

Post-World War II Era

The years following World War II witnessed significant social and cultural
changes in the United States. The civil rights movement, the rise of
secularism, and questions surrounding the authority of scripture were
prominent issues that many Southern Baptists grappled with. The church found
itself at a crossroads, requiring a reaffirmation of its core beliefs.

Previous Editions

The original Baptist Faith and Message was adopted in 1925. It sought to
clarify Southern Baptist beliefs in light of modernist critiques of the
faith. However, as societal shifts continued, there was a pressing need to
address new theological challenges. The 1963 revision aimed to respond to
these contemporary issues while remaining rooted in the tradition of the
church.

The Revision Process

The process of revising the Baptist Faith and Message was both deliberate and
collaborative. It involved various committees and input from Southern Baptist
leaders across the country.

Formation of the Committee

In 1961, the Southern Baptist Convention appointed a committee to review and
revise the 1925 statement. This committee was tasked with ensuring that the
document reflected the current beliefs and practices of Southern Baptists.
Key leaders, including theologians and pastors, were involved in this
process, emphasizing the need for theological clarity and consensus.

Key Contributions

Several notable figures contributed to the revision process, including:

1. Dr. Herschel H. Hobbs: A prominent Southern Baptist pastor and theologian,
Hobbs played a significant role in shaping the language and content of the
document.
2. Dr. W. A. Criswell: As the pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas,
Criswell was influential in advocating for a strong biblical foundation for
the faith.



3. Dr. John E. Sullivan: A respected educator and theologian, Sullivan's
insights grounded the revision in a contemporary understanding of biblical
doctrine.

The committee conducted extensive discussions and deliberations, resulting in
a final draft that was presented at the 1963 Southern Baptist Convention held
in St. Louis, Missouri.

Core Doctrines of the 1963 Statement

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message consists of several key articles that
outline the fundamental beliefs of Southern Baptists. These articles cover
essential doctrines and practices that are central to the faith.

The Scriptures

The document begins with a strong affirmation of the authority and
inspiration of the Bible. It states that the Scriptures are the revealed Word
of God and are the ultimate authority for faith and practice. This article
emphasizes the inerrancy of Scripture, asserting that it is without error in
its original manuscripts.

God

The statement outlines a clear understanding of the nature of God,
emphasizing the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This section affirms
God's sovereignty, love, and holiness, highlighting the relational aspect of
God's character.

Salvation

One of the central tenets of the Baptist Faith and Message is the doctrine of
salvation. It emphasizes that salvation is a gift from God, received through
faith in Jesus Christ. The document underscores the necessity of repentance
and faith for personal salvation, as well as the significance of baptism as a
public declaration of faith.

The Church

The 1963 statement provides a comprehensive description of the church's
nature and mission. It affirms the autonomy of the local church and
emphasizes the importance of congregational governance. The document also
highlights the role of the church in evangelism, missions, and discipleship.

Religious Liberty



Recognizing the importance of religious freedom, the Baptist Faith and
Message affirms the right of individuals to worship according to their
conscience. This article reflects the historical commitment of Baptists to
advocate for religious liberty, both for themselves and for others.

The Last Things

The document addresses eschatological beliefs, affirming the second coming of
Christ, the resurrection of the dead, and the final judgment. This section
encourages believers to live in light of eternity and the hope of Christ's
return.

Theological Implications

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message represents a significant theological
statement that has had a lasting impact on the Southern Baptist Convention.
Its implications can be seen in several areas:

Clarification of Beliefs

By revising the document, Southern Baptists were able to clarify their
beliefs in a time of uncertainty. The 1963 statement provided a clear and
concise expression of faith that could be used for teaching, preaching, and
denominational identity.

Response to Modernism

The 1963 revision was, in part, a response to the rise of modernism and
secular thought. By affirming the inerrancy of Scripture and emphasizing
traditional doctrines, the Southern Baptist Convention sought to establish
itself as a bastion of biblical truth in an increasingly skeptical world.

Unity and Identity

The Baptist Faith and Message has served as a unifying document for Southern
Baptists, helping to foster a sense of identity among congregations. It
provides a common framework for understanding the faith, which is crucial for
cooperation in missions and ministry.

Lasting Impact

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message continues to influence Southern Baptists
and the broader Christian community today.



Subsequent Revisions

While the 1963 document was a significant milestone, it was not the last word
on Baptist beliefs. In 1998, the Southern Baptist Convention adopted a
revised version that included additional theological clarifications. However,
the 1963 statement remains foundational and continues to be referenced in
discussions of Baptist identity.

Educational Resources

The Baptist Faith and Message serves as a crucial resource for theological
education within Southern Baptist seminaries and colleges. It is used as a
standard for teaching biblical doctrine and has shaped the training of
countless pastors and church leaders.

Ecumenical Conversations

The document has also played a role in ecumenical conversations within the
broader Christian community. By articulating a clear statement of faith,
Southern Baptists have been able to engage with other denominations while
maintaining their distinctives.

Conclusion

The Baptist Faith and Message 1963 stands as a testament to the resilience
and adaptability of the Southern Baptist Convention in the face of changing
cultural dynamics. It encapsulates a commitment to biblical truth, emphasizes
the importance of evangelism and missions, and affirms the autonomy of the
local church. As Southern Baptists continue to navigate the complexities of
contemporary society, the 1963 document serves as a guiding framework for
faith and practice, reminding believers of their rich theological heritage
and their mission to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Baptist Faith and Message 1963?
The Baptist Faith and Message 1963 is a statement of faith adopted by the
Southern Baptist Convention that outlines the core beliefs and doctrines held
by Southern Baptists.

What prompted the creation of the Baptist Faith and
Message in 1963?
The Baptist Faith and Message was revised in 1963 in response to modernist
influences and theological challenges facing Southern Baptists, aiming to
clarify and reaffirm their traditional beliefs.



How does the 1963 version differ from the original
1925 Baptist Faith and Message?
The 1963 version includes expanded sections on Scripture, salvation, and the
church, providing more detail and addressing contemporary issues faced by the
denomination.

What key theological concepts are emphasized in the
Baptist Faith and Message 1963?
Key concepts include the authority of Scripture, the necessity of personal
faith in Christ for salvation, the autonomy of the local church, and the
importance of evangelism and missions.

Who was involved in the drafting and adoption of the
Baptist Faith and Message 1963?
A committee of prominent Southern Baptist leaders and theologians, appointed
by the Southern Baptist Convention, worked on the drafting, including figures
like E. Y. Mullins and W. A. Criswell.

What is the significance of the Baptist Faith and
Message 1963 for Southern Baptists today?
The Baptist Faith and Message 1963 serves as a unifying document for Southern
Baptists, guiding their beliefs, practices, and educational institutions, and
providing a foundation for theological discussions.

How has the Baptist Faith and Message evolved since
1963?
The document has been revised several times, notably in 1998 and 2000, to
address new theological challenges and to reflect the changing cultural
landscape while maintaining core Baptist principles.

In what ways does the Baptist Faith and Message 1963
address social issues?
The 1963 statement touches on social issues by emphasizing the dignity of all
people, the importance of justice, and the role of the church in society,
encouraging believers to engage in social action grounded in biblical
principles.
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