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Barber shop quartets are a unique and enduring form of a cappella singing that originated in the United
States in the late 19th century. Known for their rich harmonies and distinctive style, these groups have
captivated audiences for over a century. This article delves into the history of barber shop quartets,
exploring their origins, development, cultural significance, and enduring popularity in contemporary



music.

Origins of Barber Shop Music

The roots of barber shop music can be traced back to the African American communities in the southern
United States during the late 1800s. This genre is closely associated with the tradition of "ring shouts" and
the work songs sung by African American laborers. As these musical styles evolved, they began to
incorporate elements of European folk music, leading to the development of a distinctly American sound.

Influence of African American Music

- Spirituals and Work Songs: The rhythmic patterns and vocal techniques of African American spirituals
and work songs significantly influenced the early barber shop style.
- Vocal Harmony: The use of close harmony singing became a hallmark of barber shop quartets, drawing
from the African American musical tradition.

Emergence in Urban Centers

As the United States underwent urbanization in the late 19th century, barber shop quartets began to
flourish in cities. The rise of urban centers like Chicago, New York, and Philadelphia provided a fertile
ground for the growth of this musical form. Barbershops became popular social hubs where men would
gather, sing, and socialize. The term "barber shop" itself derives from these establishments, where quartets
would often perform.

Development of the Barber Shop Quartet

By the early 20th century, barber shop quartets had gained widespread popularity, particularly in the
context of American music. The style was characterized by four-part harmony, typically featuring a lead
singer, tenor, baritone, and bass. The simplicity of the arrangements allowed singers to focus on vocal blend
and harmony.

Key Characteristics

Barber shop music is defined by several key characteristics:



1. Close Harmony: The hallmark of barber shop singing is its use of close harmony, where the voices are
arranged in a way that creates a rich, full sound.
2. A Cappella: Barber shop quartets typically perform without instrumental accompaniment, relying solely
on their vocal abilities.
3. Nostalgic Lyrics: Many barber shop songs feature sentimental and nostalgic themes, often reflecting
everyday life, love, and humor.

Notable Early Quartets

- The Buffalo Bills: Formed in the 1940s, this quartet gained fame for its entertaining performances and
vocal prowess, helping to popularize the barber shop style.
- The Four Freshmen: While not strictly a barber shop group, their influence on vocal harmony in the
1950s drew from the barber shop tradition.

Cultural Significance

Barber shop quartets have played a significant role in American culture, serving as a form of entertainment
and social commentary. During the early 20th century, barber shop music often reflected the spirit of the
times, capturing both the joys and struggles of everyday life.

Impact on American Music

The influence of barber shop quartets can be seen across various genres of American music:

- Jazz: Many early jazz musicians were influenced by the harmonies and vocal techniques found in barber
shop music.
- Pop Music: Groups like The Beach Boys and The Beatles incorporated barber shop harmonies into their
songs, showcasing the genre's lasting impact.

Barber Shop Harmony Societies

In the 1930s, the Barbershop Harmony Society (originally known as the Society for the Preservation and
Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America, or SPEBSQSA) was founded to promote and
preserve this unique musical form. The society played a crucial role in organizing competitions, providing
educational resources, and fostering community among singers.



- International Competitions: The society hosts annual competitions that attract quartets from around the
world, showcasing the best in barber shop harmony.
- Women’s Organizations: In response to the male-dominated nature of the Barbershop Harmony Society,
women formed their own organizations, such as Sweet Adelines International, to promote female
participation in barber shop singing.

The Revival of Barber Shop Quartets

Despite facing challenges in the mid-20th century, barber shop quartets experienced a revival in the 1990s,
spurred by a renewed interest in a cappella music and vocal harmony.

Media Exposure

The resurgence of barber shop quartets can be attributed in part to increased media exposure:

- Television Shows: Programs such as "The Sing-Off" and "Glee" showcased a cappella singing, leading to a
revival of interest in vocal harmony groups.
- Films: Movies like "Pitch Perfect" further popularized the a cappella genre, introducing new audiences to
barber shop-style singing.

Modern Adaptations

Contemporary barber shop quartets have embraced modern music while maintaining traditional elements.
Many quartets now perform a mix of classic barber shop songs and contemporary hits, showcasing their
versatility and appeal.

- Cross-Genre Collaborations: Some quartets collaborate with artists from other genres, blending barber shop
harmonies with pop, rock, and even hip-hop.
- Technology: The use of social media and streaming platforms has allowed barber shop quartets to reach
wider audiences, attracting younger generations to the genre.

Conclusion

The history of barber shop quartets is a testament to the enduring power of vocal harmony and
community. From their origins in African American musical traditions to their rise as a beloved form of
entertainment, barber shop quartets have left an indelible mark on American culture. Their ability to adapt



and thrive in changing musical landscapes demonstrates the resilience and relevance of this unique art
form. As barber shop quartets continue to evolve and inspire new generations of singers, they remain a
cherished part of America’s rich musical heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of barber shop quartets?
Barber shop quartets originated in the United States in the late 19th century, evolving from African
American musical traditions and the popular harmony singing of the time. The term 'barbershop' is
thought to refer to the informal singing that took place in barbershops, where men gathered to socialize.

How did barber shop quartets gain popularity in the early 20th century?
Barber shop quartets gained popularity in the early 20th century through vaudeville performances and the
formation of the Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in
America (SPEBQSA) in 1938. This organization helped to formalize the style and promote quartets across
the country.

What are the key musical characteristics of barber shop quartet singing?
Barber shop quartet singing is characterized by close harmony, typically using four voice parts: lead, tenor,
baritone, and bass. The music often features syncopated rhythms, a cappella arrangements, and a focus on
rich, resonant chords that create a unique harmonic sound.

How has barber shop quartet music evolved over the years?
Over the years, barber shop quartet music has evolved to include a wider variety of musical styles and
influences, incorporating contemporary songs and genres. While maintaining traditional elements, modern
quartets often experiment with arrangements and vocal techniques to appeal to new audiences.

What is the significance of barber shop quartets in American culture?
Barber shop quartets hold a significant place in American culture as a form of community music-making
and a celebration of vocal harmony. They foster camaraderie and creativity, often performing at
community events and competitions, thus preserving a unique aspect of American musical heritage.
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怎么看待现在流行的barbershop（男士理发店）？ - 知乎
男人同样有美的需求，但供应商相对不足。Barbershop是一个让男人可以追求造型又不必有羞耻感的地方，这是行业发展的原动力； Barbershop是性价比极高的消费升级品
类，就算一个头收到300块（全国最贵水平），一个月也就300-600块，一年下来不过5000块。人的眼睛容易聚焦在人的头部，所以不考虑整形 ...

广州有哪些不错的理发店？ - 知乎
编辑于 2020-06-24 05:18 知乎用户 9 人赞同了该回答 王牌男士理容（珠江新城店） ace barber shop 王牌男士理容。 价格稍微超预算一点，不过手艺可以的。
近期开了二店，在天河南，放个毒。

理发店转灯学名叫什么？英文怎么说？ - 知乎
Jan 8, 2018 · 自己回答自己吧，，，查了一下wiki英文名叫Barber's pole。 。。 中文真的没有正式命名。 。。

barber和Tony的区别是什么啊？ - 知乎
托尼老师 该词最早出自微博段子，内容大致是称托尼、 凯文 、艾伦堪称理发店三大巨头，当然最早自然是梗样子的英文形式tony的用法，用着用着大家还是习惯简简单单来用中文表达了。
所以该梗也常常被网友们用作“tony老师 Barber

在美国剪头发的价格是多少钱?? - 知乎
这个不好说，因人而异，因店而异，因服务而异。 我男的在 supercut 简单就理发，加小费20多刀。 要是在 barber shop 贵一些，问过同事可能5、60刀。 跟着老婆去
过LA的一家日本理发店，她剪发护理一套下来上百了。 所以还是要根据具体情况来看。可以去 yelp 上看看大概是几个$的 ———— 2022年更新 ...

有没有高维凸包（3维以上）算法，最新的进展到了什么程度？
高维Quickhull原著中给出的时间复杂度—— Barber CB, Dobkin D, Huhdanpaa H (1996) The quickhull algorithm for
convex hulls. ACM Trans MathSoftw 22:469–483 （其中fv是指v个顶点的凸包理论上的最大面数。） Quickhull的时间复杂度是分
为d<=3和d>3两种情况来讨论的，d<=3时，其复杂度为O (nlogv), d>3时，其复杂度为O (n fv / v)。 至于为 ...

几十块的理发和几百块的理发区别在哪？男士需要经常做头发吗？
后者一般也包含前者的服务项目，但没有前者专精。除此之外，还有一些没有门店的barber，他们一般以上门、短期驻店来经营。 Barbershop理发需要提前加barber的微信
或微信公众号来预约，且没有办卡、染烫等服务 (黑人烫除外)。你可以在理发前随时跟你的barber沟通交流适合你的发型。Barbershop一般只为 ...

理发店和Barbershop有什么区别？Barbershop都在推荐的复古发油 …
Jan 5, 2023 · 一个头（听上去有些恐怖）大概60-80分钟，Barber会像对待艺术品一样打理你的头发。 美容美发专业的学生当不了Barber，他们只能填补理发店的岗
位空缺，因为Barbershop的气场他们是驾驭不了的。 只有艺术家才能成为一名合格的Barber，气质这东西学校不教。

西安有哪些不错的理发店？或者发型师？具体在什么位置？ - 知乎
西安barber shop专业的男士理发店 专门为男士服务的美式理发店，barbershop的特点就是不会有任何推销、充卡等，每个发型师每天只服务几位客户，因此需要预约；男士
理发通常在一个小时左右，非常细致，发型也有设计感；店内还有非常专业的美式修面项目； 店内使用一次性毛巾、刀片也是一人一片 ...

生物自身能够在体内合成的最坚硬的物质是什么？ - 知乎
供图：朴茨茅斯大学Asa Barber教授，伦敦大学玛丽皇后学院Dun Lu博士，特兰托大学Nicola Pugno教授 不止硬度高，实验中 6500 兆帕的压强才能将一束牙齿
上的材料压变形，证明其抗压强度高于达尔文树皮蛛的蛛丝。 一般来说，同一种材料组成的结构越大，所包含的裂纹就越多，强度就会比结构较小、裂纹 ...

怎么看待现在流行的barbershop（男士理发店）？ - 知乎
男人同样有美的需求，但供应商相对不足。Barbershop是一个让男人可以追求造型又不必有羞耻感的地方，这是行业发展的原动力； Barbershop是性价比极高的消费升级品
类，就算一个头收 …

广州有哪些不错的理发店？ - 知乎
编辑于 2020-06-24 05:18 知乎用户 9 人赞同了该回答 王牌男士理容（珠江新城店） ace barber shop 王牌男士理容。 价格稍微超预算一点，不过手艺可以的。
近期开了二店，在天河南，放 …
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